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Due to shortage of soldiers in Sri Lanka

TEN MONTHS P

v

REG

F

ANANT WOMEN IN SERVICE

4

. - . t .
L)
his is true patriotism
Fighting 1o secure a future for the next generation, including the h.lb\_ in her
womh Geetha Privadarshini, who was due o ghe birth tn a child last
Thursday, had aot et given up her duties ol the thime onr photographer
captured this<eene. Hised at the T mile post check polnt on the Irincomalee
Morawews Road, Geetha bs o member of the Eleventh Sei Lanka National

Giuard Battation w.
Hailing from Saddapura, it Tooks like 1w ill be a case of the entire family in



7
THE SUNDAY OBSERVER, DECEMBEH 07 199

Results of recent survey -

hree lakhs of
children do not
go to school

By Anjana Gamage

A recent survey conducted by the Non Formal
Education Branch of the Education Ministry island-
wide has revealed that about 300,000 children in the
school-going age do not attend schools at all. Dis-
placed children in refugee camps are pot included in
the above figure and their number could be around
120,000, education ministry sources said; '

The survey which is yet to be completed covers
the Western, Southern, Central, North Westem, Uva,
Sabaragamuwa, ‘North ‘Eastern,’ ‘'and "North Central

provinces, Sl 1)

Mr. Premasiri Weliwita, Bifector, non-formal edu-
cation, told the Sunday Observer that a total number
of 73,565 above the age of 16 have been identified as
non-school-going children in the Wester, Southern,
Central, North-Western,' Uva,’ Sabdragamiuwe,
North-Eastern, and North-Central :

According to the survey a total number of 32,410
age 5-14 and 21,188 age of 15-16 have been identi-
fied as non-school-going children in the abovemen-
tioned provinces. These figures have been collected
from areas where the survey has been completed.

The non-formal education branch has taken steps
to admit 1739 children to schools while conducting

the survey."Conducting the survey of non-school-

going children in the Northern Province is now in
progress. Of 63 AGA Divisions in the Norther
Province, the survey has commenced in 16 divisions,
Mr. Welivita said.

The survey in the eight provinces will come to a
close at the end of this year and a full report on the
Northem Province will be presented in March next

“cated and they are almost below the breadline.

year, he said. "But even this survey is not sufficient
to arrive at an accurate figure of non-school-going |
children in the country, so we hope to start a new sur-
vey next year as well. The plantation sector was not
covered properly in this survey. Next year we can re-
check the plantation sector”, Mr. Welivita said.

“We will send a questionnaire to each house seek-
ing information as to the artendance and the non
attendance of children in school®, he said.

With the assistance of the Sri Lankan Navy, we
will get the total figure of children in camps, and
information about them will be included in the new
survey report to be completed by next year, sources
said.

“The main cause for non attendance by these chil-
dren to school is their disaffection. They hate to go
to school. Sometimes we found that principals in
certain schools did not like to admit these children”,
be said. But the report stated that 10,798 children
have shown keen interest to study in schools, 12,024
in literate centres and 20,619 in vocational training
cenfres respectively. =

The parents of these children are mostly unedu-

“This is another factor for this alarming situation
of non attendance to schools®, he said. ¢

- The National Education Commission Report has
emphasised the need to see the full of
the 5-14 age group children attending schools by the
year 2000. With directions from President Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga the implementation of

education regulations in the country will come in to
effect from January next year. l
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CID forced him to sign says officer

By S.S.
Selvanayagam

Alleging that he was
taken in by fabricated
charges and forced to
sign a confession, a
top public servant has
obtained leave from
the Supreme Court to
go ahead with his pe-

tition claiming viola-
tion of his fundamen-
tal rights.
Vallipuram Vign-
eswaramoorthy, an Ad-
ministrative Officer,
handling rehabilitation
matters at the Jaffna
Secretariat, had been
arrested by the CID
some five weeks ago

and brought to the
fourth floor in Co-
lombo for questioning
on allegations of fraud.

[n his petition, the
officer alleges he was
forced by the CID to
make a confession and
sign it

He says his arrest
and detention might be

due to malicious or
false charges, mistaken
identity, or some politi-
cal mouvation.

The officer huas
asked the Supreme
Court to order his re-
lease and be paid comn-
pensation for the hu-
miliation and harass-
ment.

|
|
|
|
|

#y S.S. Selvanayagam

| A human rights group has
ﬁxpnessed dismay that after
eet dragging in the Attorney
General's department the
cases of the Bolgoda corpses,
Kumarapuram massacre,
anumber of cases involv-
ing rape and murder against
security forces are bound
be forgotten.

| The Jaffna based University
'&?cn.lli;rs for Human Rights
-J) says in its latest re-
view the deterrence against
abuses is an area in which the
government has shown a sin-
gular lack of conviction and
whatever action taken on a
number of well publicised
under normal law, in ef-
, Amounts (o no more than

conjuring trick.

UTHR challenges
sincerity of govt.

This is in sharp contrast to
the legally sanctioned and
uncompensated punishments
ordinary civilians undergo
under the repressive powers
of the State, the group says.

In the matter of disappear-
ances in Jaffna, in the past
few months the government
has not even got down to the
business of fixing responsi-
bility although there was a
clearly defined military hier-
archy, it says.

The Task Force office in
Jaffna never materialised.
Neither has Jaffna seen any
signs of the new Human
Rights Commyjssion. These
are serious lapses. In effect,
Jaffna was deprived of the
means to check violations
when they were most
needed,” UTHR says.

Acknowledging a steady
improvement in Jaffna penin-
sula, UTHR says the general
conduct of soldiers is fairly
disciplined although there are
exceptions.

Repealing of Prevention of
Terrorism Act(PT) and Emer-
gency Regulations is essen-
tial to restore democratic
norms in society as these laws
led 1o a flow of events where
the erosion of the State’s le-
gitimacy, violent anti-state
activity and the need for fur-
ther repressive measures fed
into each other, it says.

These laws continue to cre-
ate severe insecurity to ordi-
nary people in operational
areas since they still do pro-
vide license for crimes by the
security forces and the use of
terror, it points out,
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Tamil p

bulldozer

By S. S. Selvanayagam

The bulldozing of a
Wellawatte house belonging
10 a suspect in the Ratmalana
airport bomb plot has out-
raged Tamil party leaders wha
accused the police of criminal
action and slammed the PA
regime as a bulldozing ROV-
ernment,

Police and secunty forces
on Thursday uged bulldozers
todig up the gurden of the sys.
pect’s house and <l the por

tico of the house, windows
and other fittings were dam.-
aged in the process, But oth-
IS say it was similar to the
notortous Israeli tactic of bull-
dozing houses of suspects.
The strongest reaction came
from TULF parliamentary
group Jeader  Juseph
Parurajusingham who charged
that the custodians of the law
were taking the law into their
hands while a government
which promised democracy
and hunvin rights was uming

ablind eye.

He said such horrible bull-
dozing tactics had been used
carlier also to demolish the
houses of two other Tamil sus-
pects at Kotahena and
Bambalapitiya

PLOTE leader Dharma-
lingam Siddharthan in an
equally tough response ac-
Cused the security forces of
imposing a law of the jungle
by punishing suspects without
a tral

EROS leader K. Sudha-

arties slam

govt.

karan said the demolition of
the house was a blatant act of
anarchy and provided proof
that Tamils were being treated
as second or third class citi-
zens,

TELO spokesman N
Srikantha said the demalition
was extra-judicial punishment
and an act of state terrorism
He said if such things were
happening in Colombo one
could imagine the horror be-
ing let loose in the north-east
The government had ap

inted presidential commis
Ei‘:ms 10 probe human ‘le
violations under former
regimes but nlhl:‘:"‘ -
demolished now
who respected freedom “:
human dignity should 5
out against such l!f\\"”‘;\w

ACTC leader Kumar 3
nambalam in a -'m“"‘;;!
cally fiery outburst *{:\m
the PA regime as a bul -
government. He said s
such acts of bulldouing *
taken place in the north
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By S. S.
Selvanayagam

Jaffna Diocese of the

Church of South [India
(JDCSI) has called on world
Christian organisations to
press the Sri Lankan govern-
ment fo ensure a complete
investigation into the alleged
murder of their priest Rev. [.
Arulpalan of Konavil Church
in Kilinochehi district while
in state custody.

IDCSI has made the re-
quest to the World Council of
Churches - Geneva, Christian
Conference of Asia - Hong
Kong, Unity Church of Aus.
tralia-Melbourne, United

" THE SUN

T e — i g,

Church Board for World
Ministries - New York, Chris-
tian Aid - UK, Church of
South India - Madras, Cana-
dian Methodist Church - To-
ronto and Puttney Methodist
Church - England as well as
National Christian Council of
Sri Lanka,

The executive members of
JDCSI recently passed a reso-
lution unanimously that the
death of Rev. Arulpalan be
conveyed to President
Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga and appeal to
her to ensure a complete in-
vestigation.

Pointing out that the sud-
den death of Rev. Arulpalan

"

in military fatigues
ince,

last week at

—— NEWS
Killed by men i

AFATHER of two children who
Wwas apprehended by men simi-
lar to those
was later found dead in an aban.
doned well inthe castern prov

The 26 yearoldS. Sinnathurai
was apprehended

: playi
Batticaloa Sithandy road. Wife

ticed the

has created a vacuum in the
rehabilitation programme of
the church in the conflict ar-
eas in the North , the JDCSI
has requested the General
Secretary of National Chris-
tian Council Dr Rienze
Perera to take nec ac-
tion to inform the other heads
of the churches about this in-
cident,

JDCSI has appealed to the
President 1o ensure that a
complete investigation into
the death of this priest is ini-
tiated and action taken
against the offenders,

It stated that Rev, Arul-
palan was taken into custody
on August 25 by the Sri

e ——

Jattna Diocese calls for fy
probe on priest’s death

Rev. Arulpalan

Lankan Army while he was
visiting the church farm and
this was confirmed by one of
the priests serving in the same
area.

DAY LEADER, SEPTEMBER 21, 1997 ' |

It addeq g
f-‘omxtcd the i S
IStry on Augug 23
this inciden; they m%hv.f
that it would be , r,r‘
check. “we, infome . |
ICRC. However ©owren. |

: : e
grief mddmy.um\,.
A message from the ICRC
the 12th that the deyy ot |
Of:‘ev- Amrpﬂhﬂ WX !‘u__\_' |
at Puthumunippy on
ber 9, it mPP“ -

AL 2 time when the P
dent’s efforts 1o bring pex:
and ensure that civilian e «
protected. incidents of i
nature especially the killing
a priest is a deplorablk act s
no one will condone,” it

1

at When .

of the victim made fruitless sear-
ches and when_ she confronted a
group of men in uniforms, she
was told her hmb:nd would re-
turn in a couple of days.

On the same day, children
ng near the well have no-
water has tumed red.

n military uniforms
The mother who rushed there
found the childrens’ father ly-

ing dead in the well.

known who were

tticaloa police.

Immediately it was not

Fesponsid
for the killing. Further investi-
g:lions are conducted by

ible







Some 6,000 security forces
and police personnel sealed
~IT the Colombo city for a
jre-dawn search operation
yesterday causing chaos and
confusion,

The search operation
which began around 2.00
a.m. lasted nearly six hours
during which nearly 1,000
persons including 139 fe-
males were detained for fur-
ther questioning.

All vehicles entering and
lcaving the city were halted
as the search got underway

THE SUNDAY

TIMES
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Colombo sealed,
1,000 detained

marking the biggest cordon
and search operation in Co-
lombo in recent years. Some
of the vehicles heading to
Colombo from outstations
returned, most of them fear-
ing that search operation
would continue throughout
the day.

“Police were brought from
almost all the provinces.
They were told to report in
Colombo after dark” one po-
lice officer who did not wish
to be named said.

The search was aimed at

tracking down suspected
LTTE cadres and detecting
weapons and explosives
which may have been smug-
gled into the city for attacks
similar to the lorry bomb
bldst near the twin towers on
October 15.

All police and security
force personnel reported to
three main centres — Fore-
shore Police. Bambalapitiya
and Maradana — from 12.30
am. to 1.00 a.m. where they
were briefed by the respec-
tive divisional heads. Farlier

N HE

they were brieted by a Co- |
ordinating committee headed,
by Deputy Defence Minister
Anuruddha Ratwatte. The|
three service commanders
and the Police Chief were
among other senior officials
who briefed them about the
operation.

Police sources said Co-
lombo was sectored and
searched with separate teams
being assigned for interroga-
tion, photography, videoing
and finger printing.

Please turn to page 2

L}

Contd. on page 1
The aperation was
co-ordinated by Senior
DIG Ranges Lucky

‘Kodithuwakku, DIG

Colombo Indra Silva
and Divisional SSPs of
Colombo.

A statement by the
Defence Ministry on
the operation said:
“This*operation re-
sulted in the detention
of about 1000 persons
for interrogation

which is now pro-
ceeding under the su-
pervision of senior
police officers. As
500n as these interro-
gations are con-
cluded, those who are
not required for fur-
ther investigations
will be released.

“The present loca-
tion of those detained
has been communi-
cated to their families
and associates."

As the search op-
eration got underway
the state run radio was
forced to combine
some of its channels
as its staff could not
report to work,

Hospital staff and
factory workers re-

orting for early shifts
Were also delayed a

main entry points to

the city, |
A Colombo Mu- |
nicipal  Council |

spokesman said that |
even the clearing of
garbage had to be de-
layed due to the
search operation.

For thousands of
city and gubutban
residents — 3till ‘suf-
fering from the night-
mare at dawn on Oc-
tober 1S — it was an-

other shock as they
awoke to learn from
the radio” and else- |
Where that the city
was sealed and upder |
A virtual curfew,
As ususal rumours
of anothér bomb blast
also ci lated caus-
ing fear and uncer-
tainty, .. !
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Resident harassed by police
demands apology from IGP

A senior lady citizen residing at Horton
Place has written to the [nspector General
of Police about policewomen having last
Monday. illegally refused her entry into her
own home.

“It is illegal to prevent me entering my
own home for no valid reason. [ do hope
you will investigate and give me an apol-
ogy which [ feel is due,” Ms Rohini de Mel
‘has writtem to the OIC, Cinnamon Garderis
police and the IGP, last Tuesday.

“As I hope to have a dinner on November
L1, Lhope my guests will not experience
the same fate." 73 year old Ms de Mel has
further stated in her letter.

The OIC. Cinnamon Gardens police when
contacted for his comments on the matter
raised in Ms de Mel's letter sent to him,
replied, that he had not received such
a letter.

Describing the incident in question, Ms
de Mel said, “I was returning home after
dinner from Elvitigala Mawatha in my Ford
Laser car and turned into Horton Place
where [ live. [ noticed many policemen and
policewomen on duty. As I had to go around
on Alexandra Place to enter Horton Place.
[ was stopped and refused entry though [ said
I was living close by. A policewoman with
a rifle approached me threateningly and
pointed it at me.

“l was forced to reverse and go along
Alexandra Place to Torrington Place and [
turned left into Maitland Crescent to enter
Horton Place.

“Here too [ was stopped. They were fool-
ishly asking me to go to the roundabout. By
this time [ was getting impatient about the
ignorance of the police.

"After all. [ have been living in the Cin-
namén Gardens aréd all my years dnd the
Cinnamon Garden police should know who
the residents around are. [ pointed to my
house and told the police that was where |
live. Finally an Inspector-type arrived and
let me go through" .

She has stated in her letter to the [GP and
OIC. Cinnamon Gardens police station, “Al
no point did any of these policemen ask me
to show my identity card. Amazing i

She has added.” [ am a senior citizen and
have lived at 23. Horton Place all my life.
Never in my life have [ not been allowed to
enter my home.”

Ms de Mel told Weekend Express, “lam
not angry but things of this sort must be
investigated panicululy if the newly re-
cruited policemen and policewomen ry to
*show off with their weapons m;lead of
doing the right things such as asking peo-
ple for their identity cards to prove who

they are.”
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ASP not present,

Koneswary case put off

The Kalamunai
Magistrate has put off
the inquiry on the al-
leged murder of
Murugesapillai Kones-
wary purportedly by
policemen at the Cen-

teal ~Canii—i- I5€ il (0 4PpEaL OITanI

Ampara district, as the
main officet involved
in the inquiry was not
present in court,
Magistrate Anton
Balasingham put off the

case for January 6, as
Assistant Superintend-
ent M.J. Sathiyan failed
10 appear when the case
was called. The Magis-
trate issued notice on
the officer directing

ary 6. TULF Parlia-
mentarian  Joseph

Pararajasingham has
complained to the
President,that Kone-
swary, a 35-year-old

mother of four living in
an Ampara-Batticaloa
border village, was al-
legedly gang raped by
policemen and mur-
dered by exploding a
hand grenade in the pri-

vate paits_of her body |

on May L7. .

Mr. Pataf[¥ingham
and a journalist who re-
ported on the case have
also been noticed to ap-
pear in court.

special court to

take up Krishanthi'
killing tomorrow

A specially constituted
High Court comprising
three judges will try the
nine Army personnel who
are accused of the rape and
murder of a school girl and
the killing of her brother,
mother and a neighbour in
Jaffna last year,

The trial in this widely
publicised Krishanthi
Kumarmwamy case will
begin tomorrow in Co-

lombo before a bench com-
prising judges Nimal §.

Senanayake, Andrew
Somawansa and Gamini |
Abeyratne, :

The Army personnel are
accused of raping the girl |
after they stopped her at a
checkpoint near her school
and then murdering her. It
is alleged they also killed
the other three who went to
look for her
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Krishanthi murder

' by Peter Christie
S eptember 1996, a senior member
st Krishanthi family had left Jatfna
10'The in Colombo, Mr Chandrase-
karyn Navaratnam a retired school
mitter was the older brother of
K#Mftanthi's mother Rasammah. His
¢ld® niece, Prasanthi moved to Co-
lontbo too, so she could school in
Chombo. Colombo in fact was a much
sater place to be. In Jaffna, school
chitdren concentrated on their stud-
ietput school leavers with more time
omgheir hands often fell prey to the
supsratists groups especially because
Jobgwere non-existent.
g ,hardworking student
ishanthi Kumaraswamy was a
bright, easy going, good looking
eighteen year old student of
.Chyndikuli Girl's School. She wassit-
ting for her GCE * A’ level examination
reading in science subjects in Sep-
tember 1996. Her widowed mother
Rasammah and her younger bigther
Prenavan, a student at St John's,
watched her wheel her bicycle out of
home and then pedal away to-

tember 6, 1996 for her Chemistry pa-

he had her Chemistry part one in
orning, and when it was over
)

et.a school acquaintance
ngiiéd Gatthami who told her that

G di a schoolmate had been

i truck by a car. The two girls
h n made their way to the home
of fhe dead girl. They left the dead
E 3 iouse after three quarters of an
b

ggnce the body had not been

!

_The fwo mates parted at the junc-
Hep near Gnanandhi's home and
ithi rode on her bicycle towards
mmuni check point which is

‘Wward on the Kandy road and
Jami took the north bou‘nd road

=

Qf FR=

 Jaffna, '
was the last Gauthami saw of
Knshdnthi

K{{,ﬁl}lﬂ‘hl‘s family anguish
rishanthi's mother was desperate
“#§h 3orrow and anguish. She had by

\r8R fqund out that Krishanthi had
hega. seen talking ta the enldisre at

the examination centre on Sep-

and with her son she made her way to
the checkpoint. .

Rasammma Kumaraswamy, Prana-
wan, the neighbour Kirabamoorthy
and Krishanthi were never to retun
alive to their homes.

The police and the Army

Subramaniam Kodiswaran was the
Chief Postmaster and a man respected
by all as was Navaratnam, Krishan-
thi's uncle, the schoolmaster. With
Navaratnam away he took the situa-
tioninstride. He was informed of the
delay in Krishanthi coming home... the
fact that her mother, brother and a
neighbour had gone looking for her
and also knew that none of them had
returned. Panic set in, as it had when
Rasamma had heard of her daughter.

Police Constable, Abdul Hameed
Naza, who once resigned and was
later reinstated when he re- applied to
the Police force. That was on condi-
tion that he served in Jaffna. He ac-
cepted the post and was, on Septem-
ber 6, at the Chemmani check point.
He wasn't alone but with soldiers to
whom he spoke Sinhala. He remem-
bered the day he said. He was on
duty and remembers accompanying
Pradeep to a place near the check
point where he saw a young girl. He
said he spoke to her in Tamil and she
had told him she was not an LTTE
member but a student who trusted the
security forces. She did not under-
stand why she was being ill treated
by these men. She had begged him
for water. He said he pushed a bucket
of water towards her. He denied hav-
ing raped the girl. He said that he had
been abused and threatened with
death if'he should reveal anything that
had happened.

In court he talked of how he had
seen spades being used to dig out a
grave, He said he was speaking out
truthfully for the first time. He admit-
ted being a suspect at the o nm
stages olglhe inquiry and that
been pardoned, allowed bail and had
tumed witness for the state. He col-
lapsed in a faint in court under cross
examination by Defence Counsel,

2nd Lt Shashinda Thudugala said

ho wae in charos of ten check nointe

the disappearance of four people by.
Rajapakse, the first accused who said
that * There is no problem™.

The Chief Postmaster informed the
School Master and they both in-
formed the military authorities and
also the Police.

Puweneswan Arumuganathan was
the niece of Rasammah and a cousin
of Pranawan and Krishanthi though
much older. Sathitheran the son - in -
law of Navaratnam, a teacher, moved
to make statements to the police, both
civil and military, about the four miss-

ing persons. They went from pillar to
post before they found the right place
and as the evidence led before the
Trial at Bar, were informed 46 days
later, to be present at the check point.
They spent two hours on a bus be- |
fore they were called to identify four
bodies. They were also shown clothes
which they were asked to identity.
The torn and muddied school uni-
form worn by the girls of Chundikuli '
Girls' High School was identified by
the relatives and school teacher as
being one worn by Krishanthi on that
fateful day September 6 1966. Nazar
said he saw Krishanthi in it. [t was
ripped from waist to hem. Her white
socks muddied were produced and
identified. When her body was ex-
humed from the common grave it was
dismembered, so was the body of
Pranawan. Rasammah and Kiraba-
moothy were whole but according to
witnesses their bodies too were in an
advanced state of decompasition.
Another item up for identification
was the gold chain recovered from L/ |
Cpr Rajapakse belonging to Rasa- |
mmah Coomaraswamy. It was identi-
fied by both her brother and her niece
Parts of the bicycle belonging to
Krishanthi too have been recovered.
The circular chain cover that covers
the hub beneath the | was pro-
duced and identified by witnesses.
Losing a member of one's family is
always . Where could one go to
when in the space ofa few hours four
persons near and dear to you are
gone forever? Fate has it's ways that
none can counter. Philosophically, |

sHebk amibl. 86 o
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Krishanthi murder trial

Accused had mother’s gold chain

by Peter Christie

Krishanthi Kumaraswamy’s aunt recog-
nised the ‘Singapore’ gold chain worn by
her sister, Rasamma, the mother of
Krishanthi. The chain was recovered from
the possession of the first accused cpl. D.S.
Rajapakse after he was arrested. This was
said before the three Judge Trial-at-Bar, pre-
sided by Justice Nimal Dissanayake and Jus-
tices Gamini Abeyratne and Andrew
Somawansa when the hearing reconvened
this week. -

Eight soldiers and a policemen stand
charged with unlawful assembly, abduction,
and murder of four persons they are said to
have encountered at a checkpoint they were
manning. They are also accused of raping
one of these persons an eighteen year old
school girl.

Krishanthi Kumaraswamy a Teenage stu-
dent Chundikuli Girls School, was sitting for

her *A’ Level examinations and had to pass
an Army check point to her centre. It tran-
spired in evidence that she, a brilliant stu-|
dent had on the afternoon of September 7,
1996 after her chemistry exam gone to the

funeral of her classmate who had been mn’

over by a car. On her way home she had b:eeti|
stopped at the check point and when she had
not returned at the usual time, her mother
Rasamma, her brother Prenawan and.a
neighbour Kirabamoorthy Arumuganathsn
went looking for her to the checkpoint. |
The four bodies were exhumed on Octo-
ber 22, 1996, and the civil and military p:
lice began investigations. When the trial-at-
Bar hearings commenced last week two sus-
pects tumed witnesses for the state. One of
these men, P.C. Abdul Hameed Nazar spoke
of the incident then lost consciousness un-
der cross examination after he denied hav- |

ing raped the deceased girl. : |

"o
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Tamil prisoners
transferred
to Kalutara

BY ANANTH PALAKIDNAR

TWO-hundred-and-seventeen Tamil prisoners|
who staged a protest at the Magazine prison Colom-
bo demanding that they be released or court pro-
ceedings should begin on any charges against them
have been transferred to the Kalutara prison yester-

day,

A high-ranking prison official told the Sunday
Observer that this action was taken on the instruc-
tions of the ministry of defence conceming the secu-

rity of the prisoners.

Two-hundred-and-seventeen Tamil prisoners had

launched their protest last Thu
speedy judicial trial or release,

rsday demanding a
Some of the prison-

ers climbed over the prison roof and threatened to

fast unto death.

Magazine prison officials had strengthened secu-
d:yintlnprhonmdlnfotmeduudefmm:ﬁm
of the incident. The ministry, after studying the situ-
ation instructed Magazine prison authorities to trans-

fer all the 217 Tamil
The prisoners were

prisoners to Kalutara prison,
taken to Kalutara yesterday

moming, the official said, The high-ranking prison

afficial aleo zaid that thee il d oo 2 T
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Did prison staff have
hand in riot?

by Franklin R. Satyapalan

Tamil political leaders and the UNP
yesterday urged the Government to conduct a
full and fair inquiry into the killing of three
Tamil terrorist suspects, at the Kalutara
prison, on Friday and punish those responsi-
ble according to law.

They asked whether this was the begin-
ning of a repetition of 1983 Black July where

37 Tamil “political detainees” were massa-
cred at Welikada prison.

Officials from the Ministry of Justice,

23?: n:g convicted Sinhalese prisoners were

sl c{ﬂtﬂdly to Galle and Matara prisons,
SSPS. Seevaratnam said that anidentificati

anidentification

Parade would be held to identify the culprits from

iMong prison  staff ;
ok Werd oues and detainees, once the

X missioner of Prisons K. W. E.
dtlﬁlél:ﬂcs' mwr:en contacted, said that he had

: one Mr. i
mmry in[ouﬂr'yn incidern':lyu"‘shc toattend
]lymngh:. the Sunday Island contacted Mr.

shouse, we were told i
use, c was awa
- auending (o the inquiry, o
said that on Wednesday some
: eTumni?:cha'd taken clubs and knives to
doing s, ey laifees but were prevented from
Cloged, o §dolm to the Tamil section were
Tamj) Section, inhalese prisoners stoned the
"hcand Th““dly the
Tani g Tamildeta
& They ;::l’t::iﬂl taken to hospital,
1S Who e l?me evening four Sinhalese
€ allack efe alleged to have been involved
i On Friday p, sferred 10 Welikada Prison.
Bclubg niv:sshiﬂhlleu prisoners brandish-
& ‘;ul 4 clybheg ;\‘L broken into Tamil section

ofM, alingan Il)r;‘nmu‘.s. resulting in the

Sinhale_se prisoners had
nees, which resulted in two

armalingam (24) from

Police and Prisons were present at
(Cyrilandawatte) Kalutara Prison yesterday
to commence an inquiry into the triple killing
and causing injuries to seven other detainees.

While Senior  Superintendent S,
Seevaratnam of Kalutara Police Division
commenced his investigations yesterday,
Acting Magistrate Kalutara, Bandula
Weerasinghe was to hold the Magisterial
inquiry.

It was alleged, in certain quarters, yester-
day that certain guards had allowed the attack

Did prison...

to take place as Tamil detainees argued with
prison staff about misappropriation of their
rations by the latter.

One detainee identified as Logeswaran
was in ward 11 of the Nagoda Hospital, while
six who were taken out for treatment incritical
condition were brought back to Kalutara
Prison Hospital.

All the injured are said to be having knife
and club wounds. .

On the directions of the Commissioner of

(Contd. on p. 3)

Jaffna, Sanmugaraja Sivanesan (28) from Jaffna

and M. H. G. Khan from Addalaichenaiin Ampara.

President of tte TULF, M. Sivasithamparam

said he had contacted Ministerof Justice Prof: G. L.

Peiris and requested him to take action in this '
regard to preventarepetition of the 1983 Welikada |

massacre.

| The TULF statement also said “the role and |

responsibility

prevent or contain the attacks.”

Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena, UNP National List \

of prison officers should also be

robed, as the assailants were apparently armed
lv:.-im deadly weapons and no attempt was made (0

National
MP and Secretary of UNP's Committee on .
Integration said, “We strongly condemn the killing
of political prisoners, irrespective of their ethnic-
ity, whereas we should be bound by International

Convention in regard (0

of political '

prisoners. We request the govemment [0 have an

immediate impartial inquiry orr the massacre
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Sri Lanka: The continuing spectre of "disappearances"

An Amnesty International delegation which visited Sri Lanka recently has concluded that of the
600-0dd people who have "disappeared" i

in the last 18 months after their arrest by the security
forces, nearly all have died as a result of torture or been deliberately killed in detention.

According to the human rights organization, there is
the "disappearances" came from the political leadershi
too slowly to well-documented reports of a rise in "disappearances” in the Jaffna peninsula during
mid-1996. As a result, by the time the authorities acknowledged the reality of what was
happening there, around 600 people had "disappeared”, and hundreds more were victims of
torture at the hands of the security forces

no evidence to suggest that sanction for
p, but the Sri Lankan government reacted

"Although we welcome the government's decision to make public reports into thousands of
cases of "disappearance" from 1988-1994, and i
power to strengthen human rights protection, it is vi important that the government addresses
the underlying structures and practices in the securi i i

According to the organization, the events of
tackling the root causes of human rights vio

establishing a Board of [nvestigation (BOI
date has traced 180 of the "disappeared".

"Disappearances" usually took place in re

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) armed oppo
1,300 soldiers during

fate of the “disappeared”,
760 complaints. The BOI to

;_:tr_isal for attacks on the military by the Liberation
S1t10

N group -- for example the killi
an attack on Mullaitivu army camp in July 1986. € Killing of more than

The LTTE have also been responsible for gross human rights abuses in Jaffha and elsewhere,
including indiscriminate killings of civilians during attacks on checkpoints or army patrols and
summary executions of suspected informants.

After the Mullaitivu attack, the army told villagers in the Navatkuli area
: ‘ 0 gather at a local
school. where they were made to file past masked informants. After a night ofgsevere beatings in
the main army camp pearby. most of those dcla_med were released, however 39 remain
unaccounted for despite numerous requests for information made by their relativec
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Trinco sits on a volcano

éy Sanaka Samarasinha

The more things change. the
more they stay the same goes
the old adage. How true those
words ring in Trincomalee
these days. It is almost as if
the district has entered into a
time warp in the past decade.
A forgotten Sibena where life
goes on for most of its people
with hardly any progress to
speak of.

Trinco in 1988 was a pow-
der keg waiting to explode. By

1990 the much anticipated
explosion occurred. The gen-
eral consensus here is that it s
only a matter of time before it
happens all over again. “We
are sitting on a volcano,” says
Rev. Zoysa, head of a Catho-
lic NGO in town.

The new market

Such was the case when

Penyapodi Sooriyamoorthy,
chairman of the Urban Coun-
cil tried to open a new market
in town recently, He had
planned to hold a religious
ceremony at the new market
on September 14 when the
police requested him to post-
pone the ceremony because
they had received information
of a picketing and fasting cam-
paign close to the new com-
plex. Sooriyamoonhy went
ahead with the planned relj.
Blous ceremony on the |3th
night..The following day, 50
10 60 mostly Sinhalese ven-
dors from the existing market
banded together and amived ar
the new market, They closed
down the old market and came
there <\ S, i anioorthy,

The U.C. owns the old mar-
ket. How can they close down
the place without informiny
us?

Sooriyamoorthy alleges
that the police brought the
demonstrators to the new mar-
ket. An allegation that the po-
lice deny.

The missing governor

The political vacuum in
Trinco is most certainly con-
tributing to the continuation of
ethnic disharmony in the area,
and the sense that nobody is
interested in the plight of its
residents. Gamini Fonscka.
the governor of the North East
Province has only visited
Trinco twice in the past 10
months. One of those visits
was_to open the governor's
official residence which was
built out of provincial council
funds to the tune of almost a
million rupees.

Political Parties

Talking of political vacu-
ums. the Tamil political par-
ties seem o remain a nonen-
tity in these parts, unable to
gamer popular support, or in
some places, even respect, At
one time they were known as
thugs with guns. Now they
seem to be making a concerted
effort to change that image.

Still, as-a senior member of H

one of these parties admitted
people just use us when they
need us, but they don ¢ sup-
port us, Not yet an ay.
EPDP, PLOTE, and TELO
are all here, albeit as 2 token
presence. The EPDP seems 1o
be the most involved with the

town folk. But not all its in-
wolvement 1s geared toward
pushing the zovermnment bu-
reaucracy

But there 1s co-operation
too, albeit limited, between
these parties and the military
in Trinco.

The Govemment Agent in
Trnco. $.D. Chandradasa, is
a tired man. He sits in a small
air conditioned office, his
shoulders drooping and sheer
exhaustion wnitten all over his
face. His department is se-
verely understatfed, and funds
are hard to come by. Sources
say that 23 positions are cur-
rently unmanned. They are
presently functioning without
an accountant, a bookkeeper
and a project director for re-
habilitation and reconstruction
work in the district. This is
not duty, it is social service,
one official says. Each one is
daing the job of several em-
ployees at a time.

Refugees

One noticeable change in
the district these days is with
respect to refugees. For one,
the numbers have reduced
dramatically in the past dec-
ade. Where there were 47
camps and 22,029 families in
1990 there are now |8 official
camps housing 1309 familjes.
owever, the plight of the
refugees who remain is largely
the same. Rations don’t come
regularly for any of them,
roofs are leaking in some
camps and the supply of wa.
teris imegular for any of them,
roofs are leaking ‘in sOme
camps. and the supply of wa-

ter 1s irresular at others
Human rights

Even it nothing else has
changed much. itis universally
agreed here that one thing has
improved: the behaviour of the
secunty forces. The notorious
white vans sans number plates
that used 10 take people away
and never bring them back are
no more. Rapes and murders
at the hands of the forces are '
considerably less acknowl-
edges a western aid worker. A
decade ago, when [ amived in
Muttur across the bay from
Trinco town almost 150
women lined up to tell me hor-
ror stories of how they hal
been raped or their husbands
and sons abducted by soldicr.
This time around, most of the
complaints arc about harass-
ment at checkpoints,

Security

Despite an obvious shon-
age in manpower as a result
of the ongoing operation in the
Wanni and upcoming clec-
tions in Jaffna the secunty
forces are attempting to main-
tan a high level of vigilance
in town. The surrounding area
i1s less guarded.

The army has been forced to
close down a few camps
around Tninco in the past year,
and places which h bri-
gades are held by baualiops
now. All this means that the
military is barely able to hald
the roads and towns around
Tnnco, and even then only Jur-
ing the day. LTTE cadre move |
freely at night almost every- *
where except in town itself




Edmun'

MEGISTERFD AR A NEWAPAPER IN AR] LANKA

Ra. 1250

Tamil passengers

by Peter Christie

Air port security officers are alleged to
be involved in a racket regarding out going
and incoming passengers at the
Bandaranaike International Airport (BIA).
It is alleged that Tamil travellers are terror-
ised into paying sums of money if they have
to pass the various security checks.

The complainant, Mr.T.A.Jeganathan, in
a letter addressed to the Minister of Civil
Aviation and the Chief Administrator, says
that he was on Christmas day at the BIA
with members of his family to bid farewell
to his brother leaving for Dubai.

Stopped at the main entrance by a secu-
rity officer, they were held up for 20 min-
utes. The security officer had claimed that

Hepatitis and malaria affect the No

Outbreak of hepatitis and malaria have
been detected among certain security force
personnel in parts of the North, described
as the “uncleared areas" (ie areas not com-
pletely under Government control). Civil-
ians too have been affected, Dr. Jayalath
Jayawardena, member of the main opposi-
tion United National Party, told Weekend
Express.

He stated that the soldiers were exposed
to these water-borne diseases due to the fact
that very little pure or clear water is avail-
able to them.

He had informed the Army chief,
Lt.Gen.Rohan de Silva Daluwatte, who
promptly had the soldiers inoculated with
anti hepatitis vaccine.

He further added that 66000 water puri-
fying tablets in packets of nine were being
distributed as was a brochure informing the
men about the dangers they were faced wjth

~byesing uncldan walteny 1ot worp: * A l

" DY "Sayawardéiia Said hat treating the
civilian population was more difficult, since
there had been break-down in communica-
tion, due to the restricted and uncleared
areas. The humanitarian medical service
agencies, both forelgn and local, were do-
ing their very best with the aid of the Army
authorities to reach the affected civilians.

Dr. Jayawardena ml on to say that mcrg
were acute shortages of food in the Vanni
area (population 177,992) due to bureau-

2 k. amistins smmharan AN

he had been vested with the discretion of
allowing passengers to pass and demanded
Rs 1000/=. When the complainant refused
and requested a meeting with higher authori-
ties, he was asked for the originals of po-
lice reports. Bubsequently, only his brother
T.A. Gerard who was to travel to Dubai was
allowed to pass, but on the way to the air-
craft had been forced to pay Rs. 1400 at two
different check points.

The Chief Officer M.A. Mansoor of Air-
port Security contacted by Weekend
Express said the allegations were false.
“ People are trying to take advantage of the
situation in the country today to make this
type of wild allegation. We treat passenger |
with utmost respect regardless of their
race.”

faced with shortages of the very basic f
items like rice, wheat floor, dhall and
He said that the other very important
modity was kerosene. Enormous cuts ha
been imposed on this essential item M
the people depend heavily on for their light-
ing, cooking and travelling. E
There are 637,854 civilians in the in-
cleared areas who have to survive without
food shelter and clothing. * 10,572 people
live in the most inhuman conditions in the |
refugee camps in Vavuniya”, DrJayawar-
dena lamented. .
He said that it was the right of the public
to know these hard facts and said he would
ask that the main opposition party be al-
lowed to visit these areas on a fact ﬁ.nd'm
mission with the electronic and prin
(PO)

media.
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Chandrika's War agains

the

. ol
amil Pe

ladstone was the first
G Englishman to discover that
the Irish and the English
can never share the same bed but due
to geography can never live apart. A
statesman of his stature is unknown in
Sri Lanka. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike in
his fledgling days talked of federalism
for the Tamil provinces, but once he
became Prime Minister in 1956, put
Sinhala only in the statute book and
inspired the first of a series of anti-
Tamil riots.

On his assassination in September
1959 his hitherto obscure widow
Srimavo Bandaranaike came to the
forefront. She reigned as the Prime
Minister in 1960-64 and 1970-77. Mrs.
B enjoys a third term now though
with diminished physical and polit-
ical powers. Srimavo was the first
female head of a state in the world
and is the forerunner of Asia's
special breed of political wid-
ows. President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunge
(CBK), is the latest addition to
this tight circle.

For sheer arrogance Mrs. B
is hard to beat,
In 1964 she
declared that
the Tamils
‘must accept'
what little
she offered.
When  the
Tamils dis-
agreed she
institution-
alised mij-
tary repres-

e

sion. In 1972 sha unilaterally abolished
the independence constitution of 1948
and struck further blows on the Tamils,

—————

Special breed of politica

She did away with S.29 (2) which
formed part of the old constitution and
afforded a degree of safeguard for the
minorities. She also abolished judicial
appeals to the Privy Council.
President CBK is a 'rare bird’, the
daughter of two Prime Ministers, the
surviving one still in harness. She
became the leader of the Sri Lanka

K. Kanavathipillai

Mahajana Party (SLMP), a hardcore
left organisation after her husband's
sudden death. Vijaya Kumaratunge
thespian turned politician was killed by
the Janatha
Vimukthi
Peeramuna
(JVP) in
February
1988. To con-
solidate the
left, CBK
formed
t he

United Socialist Alliance (USA). On the
funeral day she signed the documents
relative to the USA atop her husband's

e ————————
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coffin.

Immediately after, she let the
country and took residence in London
On her eventual return, she relin.
quished the left leadership and joineg
her mother and in due course became
the leader of the ultra right Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP). This is the
essence of the woman, working to her
private agenda and quite capable of
any twist or turn to suit her personal
advantage.

A Sinhala nation based on lan
guage, a Sinhala government with the
Tamils working for them and the dis-
persal and assimilation of Tamils
through widespread Sinhala colonisa-
tion is the hope and endeavour of the
Sinhala governments since indepen
dence. President CBK shares in the
dream inherited from her parents

In  November 1945 DS
Senanayake, the leader of the slate

council, the so-called architect of
Sinhala independence and

~.. the first Prime Minister of
/_\ Sri Lanka told the
Tamils, 'l give the

minaorities the sincere
assurance that no
harm need you fear at
our hands in
a free Lanka

Tamil leaders
were Incked
into a false
sense of
security and
voted for the
Soulbury con

stitution

which eventually

proved to be the downfall of the nation

D.S Senanayake repaid the Tamils

for their co-operation with an aggres-




e —

sive state financed Sinhala colonisa-
tion of traditional Tamil homelanq;an d
by depriving Tamils of Indian origin of
iheir citizenship and franchise. He
began and com-

to recognise the Tamils as a people, it
has rejected the Tamil claim to nation-
hood and homeland, President CBK is
now directing a full-scale war against

the Tamils for

leted the Y A - the suppression

giggesl ever CBA: A j("llda[ of their quest
colonisation pro- . for political
ject on Tamfl ]‘({S'Id“e a nd « independence.
land, Amparal, During the
o throwback to the old ekection  year
- 1994 CBK

ing the Tamil . ded both
gatitiopalai Aru as ]?U ”.Qh f} ::nc:ne ;nd
al Oya. e = D Sinhala voters

o e Dandaranaiies...

onwards till the

present day upwards of 2 lakhs of
Sinhala families had been settled on
the Tamil homeland.

Sophisticated arms are distributed
to these settlers, the Sinhala military is
employ to drive away the Tamil inhab-
itants and make way for the Sinhala
colonists 3000 square miles of the
Tamil land had been misappropriated
in this manner. President CBK is now
actively engaged in settling Sinhala
families in the Hindu temple properties
of the Trincomalee City. She also pro-
posed to join the Manal Aru with
Anuradhapura so as to effectively
bifurcate the Tamil homeland.

The process of giving Sinhala
names to the Tamil places is going
apace, Pavatkulam to Padaviya,
Seruwilai to Serunuwara, Kumaran
Kadavai to Komaresan Kadawala,
Manal Aru to Weli Oya, Yalpanam to
Yapapatuna and Parayanalankulam to
Sapumalpura etc. The last two

cthanges are the handiwork of presi-
dent CBK.

The Tamils areas continue to be
excluded from all development pro-
grammes. Waestern loans aid and
dpnalions are exclusively utilised in the
Sinhala areas. Since 1977 legalised
Oppression of tha Tamils is a glaring
feality. The above funds now go to
expand and equip the Sinhala army
which seeks to crush the Tamil strug-
gle for freedom. However articulate
she may be, president CBK is as

steadfast as any of her predecessors
in this respect,

—

§)

Sti Lanka has consistently refused

with a cry for
immediate
peace and rode to victory on the peace
ticket. Her catch all election manifesto
promised a negotiated settlement.
During the last 32 months of her
assuming office she has carried war to
extreme ends. Military rule now pre-
vails in Jaffna. The rights of the Tamils
are trampled underfoot. There is no
guarantee
of life,
decency
and dignity
in the
occupied
zone.

In less
than one
year she
earned the
disgust
and hatred
of the
Tamils who
for an
extent
trusted her
verbal
commit-
ments
made on
public plat-
forms. But
immediate peace at any cost she has
swung over lo ‘peace through war”
which only means..... beat down the
Tamil people to submission to force
them to accept a subordinate position

Whatever guise president CBK
may adopt.ardent socialist, peace
jover, feminist, militarist and what not,

D.S Senanayake: The
of the Sinhala nation”™

Hot Sp

ring, July 1997

“father

she is essentially a feudal residue and
a throwback to the old haughty
Bandaranaike family traditions. The
talks she initiated in Jaffna during
1994-1995 with leaders of the LTTE
Were an exercise in deviousness and
an unmitigated political farce calculat-
ed to insult a proud people.

During the period of the above
talks she went to India on a state visit
in March 1995 and laid the foundations
for the war against the Tamil people
She met with Prime minister P.V
Narasimaha Rao, her equal in political
corruption and lack of principles and
obtained promises of moral and mili-
tary support, CBK also called on Soma
Gandhi, the near empress of India who
has an imagined grievance against
Tamil Eelam. Acting collusion with the
hawks of New Delhi she made a cyni
cal mockery of the Jaffna talks

Today the politics of the Ratwatte
Kadirgamar, Pieris triumvirate repre-
sent the confused position at the top

The first parson s
for quick military
success and accel-
erated colonisaton
the second is for
UNP-SLFP consen-
sus and talks with
the LTTE while the
third is for rushing
through with the
hollow devolution
package and mar

ginalising the LTTE

Events prove that
president CBK s
with Rarware

Sinhala Budd
hist chauvinism s
the articie of faith
and leitmotiv of
president CBK
She has rejected
peace overtures
made by organisa
tions hike Internatio
nal alert, offers of mediation made by
countries like the UK, Norway,
Palestine and Australia 10 name a few
Her choice of the military option shows
her for what she is. A true angel of
death
{ The author is a former under

secretary of the IBRD)
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Human Rights violationg

in the Batticaloa district

1990 - the year when human

rights violations by the Sri
Lankan security forces reached a mas-
sive scale, with several large scale
massacres of Tamil civilians, | was re-
elected to Parliament in the August,
1994 General Elections, obtaining
43,900 preference votes the highest
ever obtained by any Tamil politician in
the North East since Independence. |
am now the Parliamentary Group
Leader of the TULF, which consists of
five members out of the 17 Tamil mem-
bers representing various other polii-
cal parties - particularty militant groups,
which work along with the Sri Lankan
security forces.

As an elected representative, | am
physically present in My constituency
for more than eight months a year.

I entered Parliament in the year

BPERETPIFIA - R

By Joseph Pararajasingham

(Member of Parliament & Leader of the TULF
Parhhmentary Group)

Therefore. | am well informed about
human rights violations in my district. It
is my desire to outline briefly the
unprecedented level of human rights
violations that haye taken place in my
district, committed by the Sri Lankan
security  forces, the Muslim
Homeguards (an armed group estab-
lished by the Governmant to safeguard
the Muslim villages) and a few Tamil
militant groups, ammed ang financed by
the Sri Lankan security forces. These
include mass scale massacres of inno-
cent civilians, rape, torture, detention,
disappearances while in the Custody of
security forces, shelling and bombing
of civilian Tamj| areas and denial of
food and medicines to tens of thoy-

sands of displaced Tamils |n
‘uncleared” areas,

—_ﬁ___—-__%—-———___,____q______%

This note covers only a few
instances of the violations by securi
forces since the Purpose of the note is
to give the essence of the situation. Ajl
the instances mentioned above were
brought to the attention of the
Parliament, the President and the
Deputy Defence Minister and in most
cases to foreign embassies including
the Embassy of the United States in
Colombo. They cannot plead igno-

. rance.

All of the above violations reflect
the intensification ang escalation of the
conflict in the North East. However,
there has been no justification for
widespread human rights violations. |t
is 1o be noted here that not one of the
Perpetrators has been found guilty and
punished for even the severest crimes.

Hot Spring, September 1997

The primary reason for this is that the
Emergency Regulations and the
Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) hag
given wide arbitrary powers to the
security forces which results in the
impunity enjoyed Dy them by usage of
these obnoxious regulations, inCluding
through murder, torture and intimida-
tion of witnesses. Also. the
Government seems unable or unwill-
ing to punish the perpetrators.
Directives and statements by
Government leaders, including the
President, are not implemented by
the military in the field. Since they are
not punished, more violations are com-
mitted.

The military is also encouraged by
the regular denials by the Government
of the violations, ignoring results of
independent inquiries, the govermnment
censorship and restrictions on outside
observers and NGOs, and by the sup-
port that the Government and the mili-
tary receives from the international
community. Of special significance Is
the U. S. support in arms sales and

Green Beret training to the Sri Lankan
Army.

1990-1993
Massacres

With Impunity
and Denial

@® On June 11,1990, the six
months truce between the govemnment
and the LTTE (Tamil Tigers) broke off,
and the Sri Lankan Army commenced
an offensive Operation on June
23,1990 to take control of my con-
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stituency - the Batticaloa District. From
the date of commencement of the
operation until July 15,1980 more than
600 innocent Tamil civilians were mas-
sacred by the Sri Lankan Army, which
included about 50 burned in tires with
the charred bodies lying in the high-
ways and prominent places of the
Batticaloa municipal limits for public
exposure. This barbaric and inhuman
exhibition of burned bodies of innocent
Tarnils in tires was to create a fear
phobia and warning to the Tarnil civil-
ian population that anybody having
links with the LTTE would ultimately
embrace the same fate. This was the
same tactic used in 1989 and 1990 in
the campaign against the JVP in South
Sri Lanka, and clearly had the
approval of the Sri Lankan
Govemment.

@® On August 11,1990 the Sri
Lankan security forces rounded up
a refugee camp in the Sittandy
Hindu Temple, which housed almost
2000 Tamil refugees and took Into
custody 32 innocent civilians -
whose whereabouts are unknown to
date. They are presumed killed while
in the custody of the army.

@® On August 20,1990 the
Muslim Homeguards entered a
Tamil village, Savukady, in my con-
stituency, and massacred 32 Inno-
cent civillans who Included women
and children.

@ On September 5,1990 the Sri
Lankan Army took into custody 148
Tamil youths from the Eastem
University Refugee Camp, Vanthara
moolai, Batticaloa in the presence of
many hundreds of witnesses. This
refugee camp was the largest refugee
camp in the district at that time, hous-
Ing over 40,000 refugees. 148 Tamil
youths were later killed by the army
while in their custody. | personally vis-
ited the refugee camp on September

9,1990 and obtained a list prepared by .

the university authorities giving the
names of the youths apprehended by
@he_ army from the camp. | took up this
incident of a large scale massacre by
the army on the floor of the Parliament
and submitted the list containing the
names of the youths, The Deputy
Minister of Defence, late General

Ranjan Wijeratne, totally denied on the
floor of the house that, on inquiries
made by him, anyone was arrested
from the refugee camp. Two months
later the Secretary to the Ministry of
Defence wrote me a letter infanning
me that there was a cordon and
search operations by the army on that
date (September 5, 1990) and the
army took into custody 31 youths, and
they were all released within 24 hours.
| subsequently raised a supplementary
question in Parliament that all these 31
persons about whom the Defence
Secretary stated in his letter were
released within 24 hours had not
reached their homes. The reply was
humiliating in saying, “The LTTE has
taken them."

Subsequently, it became well
known that the army had massa-
cred these 148 youths. The Human
Rights Task Force (HRTF), a body
appointed by the Government in the
month of August, 1 991, in its annu-
al report in December, 1993,
accused the army of the killing of
the 148 Tamil youths and named
four army officers who were respon-
sible for the killings. Up to now no
action was taken by the previous
govemment as well as the present
government against the four army
officers who are accused as the per-
petrators of these brutal killings.

Bolgoda Lake
Killings

in Colombo

Of the four army officers mentioned
by the HRTF, one of them was subse-
quently named as the first accused in
the Bolgoda Lake killings in the city of
Colombo in mid- 1995, where bodies
of 27 Tamil youths killed by the army in
the headquarters ofthe Special Task
Force were found floating in various
lakes within the city of Colombo. It is

interesting to note here that the CID
(Criminal Investigating Department)
arrested 22 suspects ffom the STF
(Special Task Force), where the first
accused was the same person. The
proceedings commenced on
September 15,1995 at the Magistrates
Courts of Colombo. After four hearings
- on February 15, 1996, August 2,
1996, September 12, 1996 and
December 12, 1996, the case was
removed from the courts roll on March
13,1997, as the prosecution (which
was the Government) was not present
in court. Now these perpetrators are
back in active service. | now under-
stand that the government has
dropped the matter entirely, falsely
claiming that the bodies were not iden-
tified.

On September 9,1990, at about
8:00 p.m., the army made an
announcement in the villages of
Saturukondan, Panichaiyady and
Pillaiyarady, falling within the Batticaloa
municipal limits, for everyone to come
to the main road. In all a total of 181
Tamil villagers from these three vil-
lages were taken by the army and later
massacred. This included 33 children
under 10 years of age and about 68
women. No action has been taken by
the government

@ On June 22,1991,67 innocent
Tamil civilians were massacred by the
Sri Lankan Army at Kokkadicholai, a
vilage on the western shore of
Batticoloa. This was a retaliatory act
for the killing of three soldiers in a land-
mine in that village. The bodies of all
victims were put in the crater and
burned where the landmine explosion
had been. | took up the matter with the
late President Premadasa and a
Presidential Commission of inquiry,
headed by a noted Supreme Court
Judge was appointed to inquire into
this incident. The Commission, in its
final findings, came out with a report
that the arrny was responsible for the
killings and they accused one Captain
Kudilegama as the offender. He was
dismissed from the army, but two
months later was given a higher posi-
tion in a state corporation. Nothing
more happened.

@ On August 9,1992 the army
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massacred innocent civilians at
Mailanthanai, a village bordering the
Batticaloa and Polonarawa districts. In
this massacre 36 civilians were killed
and 35 were seriously wounded. Half
of the civilians killed and injured were
women and children. Twenty two army
officers were arrested by the police
and non-summary proceedings were
conducted in the Magistrate Court of
Polonaruwa. In 1994 the case was
committed to the High Court. Up to
now the case has not yet been listed
by the Attorney General to be taken up
by the High Court.

@ On August 22,1992, Muslim
Homeguards entered the Tamil village
of Puthukudiyiruppu and killed 16 inno-
cent Tamil fishermen and seriously
injured 15 others. No legal or depart-
mental action has been taken against
the offenders to date.

A severe
threat

to my life

For exposing all these violations
by the Sri Lankan army | was once
severely warned by the Joint
Operation Commander of East that
| must stop all these or otherwise
they would not allow me to step into
my electorate. This warning | felt
was a severe threat to my life, and
informed not only the then-
President, but also embassies In
Colombo. Nevertheless | continued
to expose such atrocitles even
today, risking my life in the hands of
many such forces.

1994-1995

I would like to mention here that
the human rights situation improved
during 1994- 1995 and there was a
marked decline in the violations by the
security Forces. The reason for same
can be attributed to the foreign ald

consortium Countries threatening to
suspend aid untii human rights
improved in Sri Lanka and because qf
protests by the international communi-
ty in general, including many NGOs.

Serious Violations Since 1995 With
Continuing impunity

Since mid- 1995 there has been a
rapid increase in the violations by the
security forces, especially in the years
1996-1997. Although there have been
no large scale civilian massacres, the
people face greater hardships than at
any time before. Apart from rising
cases of disappearances and extraju-
dicial killings while in the custody of Sri
Lankan security forces, there has been
continuous  harassment  arbitrary
arrests, torture and detention. Rapes
by security forces have increased dur-
ing the last year and also indiscrimi-
nate shelling and bombing of civilian
areas from army camps. This results in
the dislocation of civilians from their
original places of habitation. Civilians
are unable to farm or fish; their main
occupations. Despite this, food and
medicines are not allowed by the
Government to the displaced Tamil
civilians in the *uncleared" areas.

During the past six months in my
district. disappearances and extrajudi-
cial killings by security forces have
been on the average of seven per
month. As an example, | shall cite a
few cases of extra-judicial killings,
rapes and other violations by security
forces, during one month - March,
1997.

® On March 7, 1997 a Tamil
youth, Gomez , aged 22, was
on his way to open his small shop. At
6:00 a.m. he was picked up by a police
officer and later found shot dead on
the roadside in Batticaloa town. The
following day, March 8, 1997, another
Tamil youth, aged 21, was shot dead
at about 7:00 p.m. in the town area.
|Evidence of this murder points to the
Same police officer that committed the

around 4:00 PM. The same police offcer,
along with a few others, masked their

f I

aces with black linen ang

house in a white unmamedcfarga 10 the
a number plate. The People in
house had identified the police Ofﬁca?
as the same person involveq jn the
previous two crimes. Half-an-nm,,
later, people heard gunshot

7:00 p.m. the body of the boy y
handed over to the Batticaloa Hospita)
mortuary. On a complaint made by me
to the Brigadier of the area | was
informed that this boy had a revolver in
his possession and he was trying to
shoot the police, and the police had to
act in self defence. He was purposely
branded as LTTE to cover up the
killing. -

@ On March 17, 1997, two sis-
ters, namely Velan Rasammah (38),
a widow, and her sister, Nalliah
Dharshinl (28), were raped by four
army soldlers at Thannamunal, a vik
lage 6 km north of Batticaloa. The
incident took place at 11:00 p.m. |
lodged a complaint with the local head
of the army and the Senior
Superintendent of Police of the district.
An identification parade was held in
the court, where 150 soldiers were
present. Only one soldier was ident-
fied by the victims. Although a case
has been filed in the Magistrate's Court
of Batticaloa, the accused has been
bailed out,

@ On March 22, a gruesome mur-
der was committed by the police,
where a middle-aged couple from the
Burgher Community was shot. Mrs.
Mervyn Ockerz (52) shot in the head
and died on the spot. Her husband,
Kingsley Ockerz (55) was seriously
wounded and admitted to the
Batticaloa General Hospital. They were
shot in their residence at Iruthaya
puram, a village close to Bauicaloa
town. Here again the evidence leads t
the suspicion of the same police officer
who was involved in the previous three
murders of youths. The reason for the
killings was attributed to the son of the
victims who was forcibly registered in
marriage to a girl with whom a police
sub-inspector had an affair. In order 1o
escape from the involvement, the sub-
inspector forcibly registered this boy to
this girl. The parents - Mr. and Mrs.
Ockerz, and the son made represen-
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The Sri Lankan security forces

continue to torture and mistreat
detainees, both male and femals,
during interrogation and at the time
of arrest. The methods of torture
included beatings by baton, assault,
beating the soles of the feet, burn-
ing, etc. Also, suspension by the
feet where the head lies downwards
and the rope turned so that the
body of the victim rotates. He is
beaten and chilli powder thrown In
his face, and at times his face cov-
ered with polythene bag with water,
where he finds it extremely difficult
to breathe. Torture and ill treatment
is widespread, with several people
dying in custody. Some of the sto-
ries related to me personally and In
writing by many of the Tamil youths
who were detained and tortured are
so horrifying, one cannot imagine
whether such inhuman and cruel
methods are used in a civilized
society.

ev.Fr. Miller:
American

Jesuit priest

The other Tamil militant groups,
armed by and working with the mili-
tary, commit similar crimes, including
torture and extrajudicial killings. In this
connection, a letter written to me by
Rev. Fr. B.H. Miller, S.J., an American
Jesuit priest who had been residing in
Batticaloa for the past 45 years, is of
importance. Fr. Miller is actively
involved with the Batticaloa District
Peace Commitiee for the past ten
years. In his letter he states, "We are
informed that boys are being abduct-
ed, kidnapped by Tamil groups in the
guise of recruitment, heads shaved,
forced to sign enrollment papers, and
sent without further ado to battle in the
Vanni (Vavuniya). This they surely are

doing under pressure from the army to
find soldiers for the front. They gain
marks for providing cannon fodder.
And this is a gross form of human
rights violations." These groups‘are
paid by the Government for each per-
son recruited.

uman Rights
Violations of

Tamils in
Other Districts

Although | have given only the
human rights violations committed by
the security forces in my district, the
same pattern of severe violations,
including harassment, arbitrary arrest,
torture, detention, disappearances
while in the custody of the security
forces, and rape takes place in other
districts of the North East, including
Jaffna, and even in the city of
Colombo and suburbs. Batticaloa can
be taken up as a yardstick to measure
the violations in the other areas men-
tioned above. In Jaffna alone there
have been hundreds of disappear-
ances and many rapes with a few
months of its occupation by the army
in 1996. The government has appoint-
ed a committee of military officers to
investigate the disappearances.

Harassment of Tamil civilians in
the city of Colombo and the suburbs
has become a nightmare for the
Tamils living in these areas. Only
Tamils are required to register with the
police. Their houses are being raided
in the night at ungodly hours and the
households, including women and
children, are taken to the nearest
police station and detained, frequent-
ly resulting in extorting money. This
has become a daily occurrence in the
city of Colombo and suburbs.

Tamils
harassed qt

the airport

The latest harassment, particy-
- larly in the month of June this year,
is something serious meted out to
the Tamils In the Bandaranalke
Intemational Airport (formerly
Colombo Airport). As soon as a
Tamil enters the airport for travel
abroad he is looked upon in suspl-
cion. In case by any chance alrport
immigration authorities find that
any one of the travel documents Is
suspected forged (In many
instances purposely so determined
by the officer as forged documents
in order to harass a Tamil), the pas-
senger s handed over to the alrport
police tor Investigation and he Is
charged under the Emergency
Regulations and the Prevention of
Terrorism Act(PTA). But if on the
same offence the person arrested
belongs to the majority Sinhalese or
the Muslim community, he I8
charged under normal Immigration
and Emigration laws. This Is a clear
case of discrimination meted out
only to the Tamills.

The Human Rights Task Force
(HRTF), which hitherto monitored the
human rights violations, although not
well, and had its office in Colombo and
in a few districts of the North East, was
dismantled by a Gazette notification
issued by the President on June 23,
1997. According to the Gazette notifi-
cation the HRTF ceases to function
with effect from June 30, 1997. The
reason given by the government is that
a National Human Rights Commission
had been appointed, therefore the
NHRC will look after the entire human
rights violations. But at the time of
announcement, the NHRC had not got
of the ground and it has so far not
established any regional office in the
North East. Therefore, the closure of
the HRTF will create a vacuum, there-
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by drving the Tamﬂs_ to the mercy ofthe
gri Lankan security forces, which
would eventually en_d up in more and
more human rights violations. Although
the government has extended the
functioning of the HRTF Regional
Coordinators for a further period of one
month, until July 31. 1997, it is doubt-
ful whether the newly established
NHRC would be able to establish its
regional offces within this period to
meet the vacuum created by the clo-
sure of the HRTF,

The recent offensive by the Sri
Lankan Army to open up a land route
to Jaffna has resulted in the displace-
ment of an estimated 200,000 civilians
fiom their original places of habitation,
adding to the earlier hundreds ofthou-
sands of displaced Tamils. Many hun-
dreds offamilies
are wandering

Immense hardship and misery to the
affected civilians. An unknown number
are dying and sick. The international
relief agencies and non-governmental
organizations continue to encounter
restricions with regard to their opera-
tions. For example, the Quaker Peace
and the Peace Brigade, two interna-
tional NGOs who were helpful to dis-
placed Tamils in uncleared areas in my
district, have been disbarred since
April, 1997 ffom doing any operations
in the Batticaloa District. In addition
the media and other independent
observers are not allowed 1o visit the
affected areas

In addition, there are about 1700
Tamil youths detained in prisons
police stations and various unidentified
detention camps without any trial or

investigation

in the jungles of
Mullaithivu and

many thou-
sands have
moved to Vavun

iya to be locked
up in detention
camps. They
are not allowed
by the govern-
ment and mili-
tary to relocate
themselves in
the areas their
choice, even in
Vavuniya town
or Colombo or
other  Tamil
areas like
Batticaloa and
Trincomalee.
They are
detained in
severe condi-
tions under
army  control
and even the
ICRC and
UNHCR or

CONCLUSION

It is my considered opinion that the government | Es policy of “War for Peace'S is
failing, not only because of limited progress in military operations and its devolution
package (which is very much watered down from the August, 1995 proposals), but also,
especially because it is causing more and more hardships and misery and human rights
violations to the Tamils. The Tamils have lost faith with the Government.

Therefore, I earnestly appeal to the U.S. Government to press the Sri Lankan
Government to take the following actions in support of human rights. The LTTE should
also cooperate on these actions:

1. Punish the perpetrators who enjoy impunity under the present extreme anti-ter-
rorism and emergency laws, including effective steps taken to punish the perpetrators of
past and present crimes on innocent civilians. No human rights improvement is possible
until these laws are drastically changed.

2. Allow the media and the NGOs to visit the affected areas without any restrictions.

3. Allow adequate food supplies and medicines fo the affeeted and uncleared areas
in the North East and NGOs to operate freely in humanitarian work.

4. Do away with the detention camps in Vavuniya and allow the refugees to relocate
themselves in the places of their choice.

5. Allow an “International Observation” team to be present in the the affested North
East and to report on conditions there.

Until these actions are taken by the Sri Lankan Government, _eSPtffﬂ’lV the presence
of a team of observers in the North East, the U.S. should S_USPf"d its swpport 1o Sri L:::“
especially military support. It was similar action by rh_e mlemauonc_lt camr;lu;:;:. er
the Foreign Aid Consortium, which brought about an improvement in [99. 1994,

Out of this.
about 300 are
languishing In
pnison for the
past five years
without Dbeing
brought to tnal
The slow
process in dis-
posing of these
cases by the
Attorney Gener
I's Departmeant

1] causing
much alarm
and anxiaty

among the par-
enls and rela-
tives of the
detainees

The US
Government s
approval for the
*Green Berets
o give lraning
to the Sn
Lankan security
forces 1s caus

NGOs are not allowed into the camps.

a Tha intensihcalion and escalation

the conflict has been viewed with
alarm by all those who value human
Iﬂths and ‘humanitarlan norms, The
Mmediate impact of such a confiict on
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defenseless civilians is immense. They
are subjected to heavy artillery attacks
and bombings. The flow of food items
and medicines 1o the war-affected
areas has been severely curtailed by
the governments embargo, causing

I ————
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ing alarm and concern 1o the Tamil
people. The U S support to the Sri
Lankan Governmant is giving a moral
encouragement to the Sn Lankan
secunty forces to engage in more and
more human rights violations against
the Tamils n
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Trinco cops held
for youth killings

FIVE policemen are being
held for interrogation in
connection with the massa-
cre of cight youth in the
Trincomaleedistrict, police
said.

Theysaid the policemen
are being grilled to deter-
mine whether they had a
hand in the slaying of eight
youth held in police cus-
tody.

The youth were killed in
Pudukuddirippu in the
Trincomalee district last
week. A senior policeman

of the Kantale police divi-
sion said at least 200 other
pulicemen are expected to
be questioned.

The victims were taken
into custody while attend-
ing a house warming party
in Pudukuddirippu.

An inquest into the Kill-
ings was held last Thursday
and the magistrate ordered
the police to carry out an
impartial inquiry to deter-
mine what led to the
Killings.

While the victims were

Fuel shortage

on freedom day

A SHORTAGE of petrol,
diesel and other products
,Wwas experienced in Katu-
nayake, Negombo and
Colomboareas on the inde-
pendence day and the
following day. °
Sources from the petro-
leum corporation told
The Sunday Leader the
shortage was due to the re-
strictions on vehicular
traffic in those arcas.
“All our bowsers were
stalled at the Dematagoda

police station, and heavy
vehicles were not allowed
on to the roads. There was
definitely a shortage due to
this," aseniorofficial at the
corporation who did not
want to be identified said.

“Thoughseveral dealers
complained of the shortage,
it had not beéen acute as
vehicular traffic was re-
stricted,” the; official said.
He added that they hoped to
bring the supplies back to
normal during the weekend.

attending the party. the po-
licemen had requested the
youths to accompany them
to the police station to
record statements.

The next day when the
parents of the youth visited
the police station, they were
told that the eight youth
were not arrested by the
Pudukuddirippu police but
by the Thampalagama po-
lice.

Later the bodies of the
youth were found on the
Pudukuddirippu road.
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Allegations of cover-up

Thampalakamam massacre

by our News Desk

Reports of a massacre by police person-
nel attached to three camps near the Tamil
villages of Puthukudiyiruppu and Potkerni
in Thampalakamam Division on Sunday,
February 1 has now come to light, despite
an aftempt at a cover-up.

According to a bulletin put out hy the
University Teacher’s for Human Rights
(UTHR), “one corpse had about 25 bullets
in it. The male organ was missing from an-
other corpse suggesting that it was severed
before the final killing took place.”

Local sources reveal that residents, inchud-
ing women, were pulled out of their houses

and beaten. The armed men also fired on live-
stock. Following, what human rights organi-
zations have termed an “orgy of violence”, a
group of villagers were taken to the police
station, followed by their relatives,

After chasing away the relatives, 8 persons
were taken into the police station. The bod-
ies of these 8 persuns were subsequently
recovered. They are: onnambalamn Kana-
gasabai (48), Arumugam Segar (32),
Gunaratam Sivarajah (27), Subramaniam
Thivakaran (23), Amirthalingam Gajendran
(17), Muruges Janakan(| 7). Amirthalingam
(14) and Pavalanathan (33).

According to reliable sources, polide
personnel attached to the main Polide
camp at Thampalakamam junction
two other mini camps in close proximi
to each other,

Jayapura, commenced a cordon a
search operation in the two Tamil v'llagqs
at around 5.30 a.m. on St .ada
February |,

This was aimed at concca]ing a dm;i-
ing orgy followed by random firing in
air the previous night,

The sound of gun fire was later false
attributed to an attack by the LTTE whic},
security personnel based in Trincomal
now admit, never took place.

SSP Kantalai, Nihal Karunaralr:*

apologised to the people att~.'ng
funeral of the victims on Fruruar  a
gave an assurance that thiswould  ha
pen again,

| The Amnesty International(A

| bulletin has alleged that the rela 5
the victims had been asked tosign ~ «
ment that the dead were either L i
victims of an LTTE attack.

-
(7]

Government sources reveal that |
ing the Magistral Inquiry schedu
Friday, the due process of law wi
over.

-_-w

- -

However. a human rights acuvis
pointed out that legal process could we
dlrag on as in the case of the on-goin,} tri
relating to the last major massac re
‘tamil civilians by secunty force. tw
years ago in Kumarapuram, Kilivedd
where only low ranking soldiers.ar
ficing charges.

e it
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.Trincomnlec Ma |

gistrate P. Swarnara
;S:;Tp;mled by Muthur registrar M.S.Mj.
llTn'r nspects some of the dead civilians
| "Hiocomalee hospital mortuary.

“h“‘———-_.___ Photo: G.Bratheepan
Ticui?lllt'mpu'.“ our Trincomalee Corr.
anpapeS OF €ight Tamil civilians a

up, highlight adm_and an attempt at 4 cover-
XPress, ed in last week's Weekend
+ Nas taken another turn. At last

b aple ~i g e (s |
17 Boy (11) kill
by Shyama Paul =
A 11 year old boy Suresh Wijeraja who
had gone into a scrub jungle in
to herd in the caule

brought it home,

explosion The boy
ployed in Saudi Ara
day only to find one of

was killed in a bottle-
bomb explosion on Wednesday, police said.
On Wednesday moming while herding the
cattle home, he found an unusual

Alone with his younger

brother they tried to open it, causing an
's mother who iIs em-

bia returned on Thurs-

Ra 11.50
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Saturday’s magisterial inquiry conducted
by the Trincomalee Magistrat: PSwarmaraj,
Lasantha Wickremasinghe, [nspector of
Police attached to Kantalai Police, charac-
terised the deaths as “murders” and not the

Kamlli Senior Superintendent of Police
Nihal Karunaratne is seen addressing the
crowd who attended the funeral of elght
Tamil civilians killed in Tampalakamam
area recently. Photo: G.Bratheepan
result of an L1TE auack. Following this,
as well as an identification parade that com-
menced the same evening at the
Trincomalee Town Hall before acting mag-
istrate Subashini Varathan, eleven suspects
including an Inspector of Police, a reserve

child usually
Akkaraipattu

mon occurr
hottle and .
0L the &hildren in sch

look:ing obects.

her children dead. C

He further said that
take the dead child home.
PC Kulasekara of th
said that the explosion © !
\ ence in that area and the police
are Planning to start a
ool
h or pick up suspicious
MO, Dr. B.P.P. Perera giv-
nce stated that death was due to

ing Bvide '
ral injuries caused by the explosion
f & bomb. The City Coroner Justin Perera

the &rea not to touc

amam massacre: Truth surfaces

sub-[nspector, a police sergeant, three con-
stables and eight home guards were in re-
mand. Meanwhile, a special CID team led

* by an ASP has come from Colombo to con-

duct further inquiries and to assist in the in-
vestigation, police sources said.

Our News Desk adds:

The University Teachers for Human Rights
(UTHR), in its recent [nformation Bulletin
titled *The outrage at Thampalakamam - the
hidden reality™ has attributed the recent in-
cident to “the general context of prevailing
impunity”. The bulletin draws attention to
the last major massacre of Tamil civilians
by the security forces in the Trincomalee
District two years ago in Kumarapuram,
Kiliveddy. However, only low-ranking of-
ficers were facing changes in the on-going
trial. The bulletin also refers to the cover-
up of the murder of 5 detainees at the Cus-
toms Road prison. Trincomaleg in October
1996, following a jail-break by some
hardcore LTTE detainees.

The UTHR bulletin, in referring to the
complicity of homeguards in the
Thampalakamani massacre, attached to the !
Sinhalese settlements, Sinhapura and f
Jayapura, established in June 1990, states,
“People who for generations had regarded
Thampalakamam as their home, suddenly
find themselves powerless in a hostile en-
vironment with all forces ranged against

them”

. | PR 2 1is 4l
ed Uy bottle"-mmb e i
did this work to assist him.
he could not afford to

e Akkaraipattu police

f bombs are a com-

campaign to educate
s, and the people of

i AL : : 3 T o
Suresh’s father, Dmrm?mjﬂ W!J_cr.:-”d told ﬁﬁ-ncd 1 verdict of sudden death caused

e
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Government forces kill eight civilians - justice needed now

Today’s report that eight Tamil civilians, includin

close range by police and home guards at Tampal
International declared.

g three teenagers, were deliberately shot at
akamam on 1 February is deplorable, Amnesty

The human rights organization

is calling on the Sri Lankan authorities to take all
necessary action to ensure those respon

sible are brought to justice,

“This incident is reminiscent of the killing by arm
including 13 children, two

punished,” the organization said. *

Initially, the Kantalai police were apparently pressuring families to sign statements
claiming that those killed were members of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) or that

they were killed by the LTTE, an armed Opposition group fighting for an independent state in the
north and east of the country,

yesterday also stated that six members of the LTTE
“confrontation™ at Tampalakamam., A fier an intervention b

y high-ranking
aken to Trincomalee hospital where Post-mortem

ims died as a result of shooting at close range,

The ofﬁcer—in—charge of Kantalai police station reportedly confi
Inquiry today that police and home guards were responsible for the kill

Amnesty International’s knowledge, none of thos
According to some reports, t

erred to Kantalai police station where they
continue to be on active duty.

rmed at a magisterial
ings. However, to

The inquest is schedy
indicated that an identification

Amnesty International is urging the authorities to ensure that adequate compensation be
granted to the relatives of the victims.

f i | AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL r —
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT
1 Easton Street, London WG 1x 8DJ, United Kingdom

i
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“Tamil people in Sri Lank,
suffer from discrimination,

may

think
I would be
unfair to Mr ¢
Suresh if | didn't
give you my deci-
sion with regard to Ey
the issue of the
Certificates immedi-
ately ,but not the
Reasons, because
the Reasons are ¥
going to require a
lot of work.
Ms.Jackman, |
spent the summer #4
or a good part of §
the summer going
through the Material
and following your
argument, because
every time that you
appear before me |
know that | really
have to do my
home work , because | find that you do
such a thorough job. But, notwith-
standing that,| wrote some notes yes-
terday and this morning,and what |
have heard this morning dosen't in any
way, make me change my mind as to
my finding. My notes read;

A Certificate based on a security
intelligence Report prepared by CSIS
indicating that Mr.Suresh is inadmissi-
ble to Canada under section
19(1)(c)(iv}(C),19(l)(f)(1l)and
19(f) (N (iii) (B)of the Immigration Act was
signed by the Solicitor General of
Canada on August the 1st 1995 and
by the Minister of citizenship and immi-
gration on September 11th 1995
Pursuant to section 40.1(1)of the
Immigration Act...well, not in accor-
dance with subsection 40.1(3)of the

v

be pers

Ms.Barbara Jackman,

Defence attorney:
Tribute from the

S
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ecution too”

Act, the Certificate
was referred to the
Federal Court of
Canada on October
17th 1995 angd
pursuant n
40.1(2)(b) of the
Immigration Act the

LR }
QOTTRREA T

P ' Iy el

Respondent. Mr.
Suresh, was
detained on

October the 18th,
1995. On the same
day, notice of the
section 40.1 pro-
ceedings was
served on
Mr.Suresh , accord-
ing to subsection
40.1 (3)(b) of the
act,

. On October
| 23rd, 1995, in
accordance with
subsection 40.1(4)(a)of the Act, | con-
vened an in Camera hearing at which
hearing | considered the security intel-
ligence Report and additional evidence
submitted on behalf of the Ministers. |
then, pursuant to subsection 40.1 (4)
(b) of the act, ordered that a summary
of the report and evidence be served
on Mr. Suresh and that Mr. Suresh be
given an opportunity to be heard

The summary of the report and evi-
dence was served on Mr. Suresh on
October 27th, 1995 The hearing
wherein Mr. Suresh was given the
Opportunity to be heard commenced
on March the 19th, 1996. More than
50 days of hearing have taken place

| am satistied that the issue that |
have to decide and that | have decid
ed is, as stated by the Applicant in their

1
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issi e certificate naming Mr.
5”?:’;?'32' ?n inadmissible person
s:dar gection  19(1)(e)(iv)(c),
19(1) (7 (i) (b) of the aqt are reasor)able
on the basis of the evidence and infor-
mation made avail-
able to me in both

“..Itis not my function

have suffered, in certain specific
cases, from what may be considered,

persecution. As | have stated, | am
here to determine whether there exists
sufficient evidence for me to conclude
as to the rea-
sonableness

the public and in = of !hq certifi-
cam:ra hearings dS @ Judge, ... to deter- c:te 5|_g|jet<1 by
|d before me. - . the ministers.
e neaings Mine, based on the evi- 1 is not ©
determine
gﬁgjclb:c;osrglgf aarrlg dence bef ore me’ whether;rm 'the
exclusively to deter- ywhether the Ta il . Ministers were
mining the reason- . ) e peo correct in ﬂ':el;
avleness of the ple in Sri Lanka should gl
Ministerial ;
Certificate identity-  OF Should not be grant-  rom the
ing Mr. Suresh as a d h . h evidence pre-
memberof an inag- € EREIr own home- oneqto me, |
missible class of land..” _ cannot  but

persons, | can do no
better than quote
Mr. Justice Denault in the case of
Baroud where he states;

“...The role of this Court is not to
sqb_sstitute its decision for that of the
Mlpls!er and the Salicitor General, nor
S it to find that they were correct in
their assesmont of the evidence pre-
sented to them, but, rather, to find
v‘ihalhar or not based on the informa-
lion and evidence presented to this

Court , the Minister's certificate is a
féasonable one.. "

| would add that it is, as well, not
the function of this court to solve polit-
'cal issues that exist between groups
of peaple in another county. It is not
:;nv function as a judge of the federal
ourt of Canada, and | have said this
many time, to determine, based on the
#vidence before me, whether the Tamil
2:?2*9 In Sri Lanka should or should
s € granted their own homeland or
SUb]n to express an opinion on that
= ect. That is a political question to
determined by the people of Sri
nka, together with the help of the

United Natio
ns and other nations of
Qoodwill,

o llhcan say and | do say that, based
T '@ evidence made before me, the
gl people of Sri Lanka suffer from
'SCrimination, and based on some of
® evidence made before me, may

come to any

other conclu-
sion than that, based on evidence pre-
sented both in the in camera hearing
and in the public hearings, it was rea-
sonable for the Ministers to conclude
that Mr.Suresh is a person inadmissi-
ble into Canada.

It is my intention to release more
detailed reasons at later date. | have

say anything that may affect Mr.Suresh
if and when he will be removed from
Canada. So, all | do say is that | am
satisfied that there were reasonable
grounds for the Minister to believe as
they did. That does not nessarily
mean that what they believe is a fact,
but that there were reasonable
grounds for the Minister to believe that
Mr. Suresh is and was a member of
the LTTE. | heard much evidence as to

what to makes a member, when does

one become a member. | am satisfied

from the evidence that | heard that

there were reasonable grounds to

believe that he was member of the

LTTE.

lintend to issue detailed Reason to
cover most, if not all, of the issue that
were presented to me by Ms.Jackman
and |, too, don't envy my own position.
But | also believe that there are many
issues that were raised by Ms.
Jackman that have to be clarified.
Because this will take me a good peri-
od of time, | decided thet | don't want
to leave the case in abeyance in the
sense that Mr. Suresh should not know
what his position is.

Having said all that, | would like to
thank Ms. Jackman and | would like to

decided to thank Mr.
release my . Vaillancourd. |
Decision with- “.Alll do say is that would like to
out  detailed p thank you both
reasons at this | am satisfied that there foramostpro-
time because of fessional job. |
the fact Mr. were reasonable groun tuyapprecate
Suresh  has - i having had the
been detained (s for the Minister to pivitage. ang
since October 3 . am saying this
1905, and believe as they did. That ftorthe second
because, pur- & time, | think, or
suantto section - does not nessarily mean mayve even
40.1 (7). L E the third to
mrsuresh wil that what they believe is ws.ackman,

continue to be
detained until
remove from
Canada. |
believe this should be done as quickly
as possible so as to avoid Mr.Suresh
retunining in detention unnecessarlly,
and to avoid lengthy proccedings pur-
suant to subsection 40.1 (8) of the Act.

| also want to add the folowing
from the evidence....| do not want to

a fact...”

for having the

privilage  of

having both of

you plead
before me. Thank you very much. This
makes my job difficult, but, as well,
pleasurable.

“ Max M Teltebaum”

bl 2 bk
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By Arshad
M.Hadjirin

Some 500 inquiries
for missing persons
from the ICRC were
not followed up last
year, as both the secu-
rity forces and the
LTTE failed to identify
the descriptions made
available to them,

Max Hadorn, head
of the ICRC delegation
in Sri Lanka said many
hundreds of detainees
were being held by
both the LTTE and the
Security forces.

“We are trying to es-
tablish contacts with
them based on infor-
mation from families
of the victims or the
captives. But some-
times it is difficult o
do 5o if one of the par-

ties fail 1o Co-Operate,”
Mr.Hadorn told The
Sunday Times.

The International

NGO’s sound warning -
on Wanni situation

Some 500,000 djs.
Placed people in the
Wanni region are on
the verge of a serious
malnutrition crisis,
NGO officials have
warned,

“Itis not as tragic as
Ethiopia and Somalia
but the situation js
quite grave,” one offi-
cial said.

He said the transpont
of food and medicines
to the people caught in
the crossfire was han-
dled solely by the gov-
ernment and NGOs
faced various bureay.
cratic hurdles if they

Red Cross in an agree-
ment with both the se-
curity forces and the
LTTE for a common
understanding where
each party will give de-
tails to the ICRC about
the captives or the dead
in their custody.

Mr. Hadom said pre-
cise information was
important from the
point of view of the
families concerned.
“Therefore we do not
confirm the presence
of a person ora corpse
unless clear details are
available 1o identify
them." he siad,

The goverment has
in its custody over
1400 captives from the
war zones, and other
areas while the LTTE
is holding 22 service
personnel and five ci-
vilians two of whom
being crew members
of the Iris Moana, the
merchant vessel, hj-

Wanted to help in such
areas. The lack of co-
ordination among vari-

Ous state agenciesin the b

arca was making mat-
ters worse he added,
A government offj-

North needs Rs.500m
to do up roads

Provinciy| Local
Governmen, Depart-
ment needs Rs. 500
million for rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction
in the Jaffna District,
Says the Trincomalee
Correspondent.

Jjacked by LTTE two™
years ago.

“Last year alone we
received 1460 inquir_-
ies about missing per- -
sons and bodies, from
families of both the se-
curity forces personnel
and the LTTE, but we ]
are yet to identify 497 |
of them, due to lack of '
information', Mr j
Hadorn said. i

The ICRC, does not |
accept a corpse, if it is
older than two days as
decomposition in hot
climates is faster and .
reduces chances of ;
proper identification, \

Mr.Hadorn sajd )
When bodies were not /;
identified they were.
cremated, and cited an ;
example when many.
bodies of LTTE cadres |
were cremated as fight-,
iNg was intense and the

C was not allowad J
access in the Kilino- *
chchi area. kS

,, .
VS,

Pty
-

- 6

cial however denjed :
reports of a serious '
malnutrition problem,

ut admitted that s
transport difficultieg :
were hindering reljef .
efforts. 8

In Jaffna Distriet 17
local bodies including

A municipal and three
urban councils func.
tion. More funds are

needed to repajr dam.
aged roads and culviry

in these areas,

Then Igbal now its Dinamina Corr

-
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ICRC seeks more help
from Govt. and LTTE
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Muslims lack religious education in Sinhala schools

A large number of Muslim children living
in hamlets in the Biyagama clectorate are fac-
ing hardship when they wish to enrol in
Sinhala medium schools.
| The prime reason is that they are unable to
‘receive the compulsory religious instruction
‘meant for Muslims.

Some schools in a bid to overcome this
problen: issue Sinhala text books on Islamn
even though there are no teachers o give
instruction ir: the subject.

However these religious books are not
available to Sinhala schools on the free text
book distribution scheme.

Parents concede that if the schools pro-
Vide the free text books on Islam they could

coach their children in the subject, while at
the same time their children get an education
in the Sinhala language. (HLM)

Graduates unemployed

by Batticoloa Corr.

At the conference held at the EPRLF of-
fice in Batticaloa, EPRLF regional committee
member Jothinathan Ravi took up the issue
of the unemployed graduates of the
Batticaloa district. He voiced his concemn
over the matter, and the others present on
the occasion were the Batticaloa district jour-
nalists,

At the discussions it was stated that the
North East Provincial Council Secretary of
Education, Sports and Cultural Affairs had
already called for applications from gradu-
ates of the Eastern Provinces for teaching

re selections would be
made shortly. [twas pointed out that in the
Eastern Province there were alrcfdy more
than 1000 graduates who were still unem-
ployed. [t was stated that in the future ap-
pointments, preference be given to these
unemployed graduates in the district.
These graduates who now may even have
reached the age of 30 years ar¢ still without
employment. This was a serious dw
ancy when considering that persons “hq:.! ‘
not gain admission (o universities ;mddq i
fied only at schools t_:l education ha
given teaching appointments

appointments whe
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A NATION'S CRY
70 THE SILENT
MAJORITY

Can we watch in
silence while our
motherland is being
destroyed to placate
a minority?

Their insatiable
demands for
territory are:

S

* 1949 — Newly formed Tamil Federal Party claims for a §
distinct Tamil home]and and the right to a Tamil linguistic |
state in one-third of Sri Lanka. ‘

* 1957 — Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact: Government

 agrees to exclude Sinhala farmers from land settlement
projects in North and East — policy implemented upto date.

.,. 1965 — Se'nanayake-Chelvanayak'am Pact: Exclusion of

Sinhalese in land settlement schemes in North and East
' COHMUﬂ.lf e membs irn Province w

§° 1976 — Claim by TULF for sovereign Tamil state With
North and East as Minimum territory.

1987 — Indo-Sri Lanka Accotd and 13th Amendment to the
pgnsnmtlot} — hailed by Tamil Groups (except LTTE) as 8
Fmgl Solution' to territorial issues. :
* 1995 — The packa s i ions —
: . 8¢ — nine self-governing regions
with a _ Tam!l ethnic state, an Islamic state and the
Irreversible division of a unitary country.

REJECT THE PACKAGE
IT SOUNDS THE DEATHKNELL
FOR OUR MOTHERLAND.

The Committee for a Unitary Sri Lanka
128 Justice Akbar Mawatha Colombo 2.

|
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DEVOLUTION IN THE UK

AND SRI

|.Democracy in the U.K. is based
on many commonly held convictions
on a variety of subjects. One of these
is the Universal understanding that
Scottish, Welsh and Irish people resi-
dent in Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland have the right to decide, by a
majority decision of their own, on the
nature of their governance. This is the
right that is denied to the Tamil popu-
lation of the northeast province of Sri
Lanka by the Sri Lanka government
and by the Sinhala people as a whole.

2.In the U.K. it is perfectly legal for
political parties in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland ( and even in England
) to advocate, and work openly for, the
complete sovereign independence of
each of these regions from the U.K,
resuiting in the division of the U.K. into
separate states. For many years there
have been political parties which do
just this - the Scottish National Party
(SNP, currently led by Alex
Salmond,MP) in Scotland, Plaid Cymru
(PC, currently led by Dafydd
Wigley,MP) in Wales and Sinn Fein
(SF, currently led by Gerry Adams,MP)
in Northern Ireland. Each of these par-
ties has MPs elected to the British
House of Commons.

In Sri Lanka the very opposite

majority of MPs have been from the
Ulster Unionist Parties with a very
small number from Sinn Fein.

In Sri Lanka the opposite is the
case. The majority of MPs from the
northern and eastern provinces taken
as a whole at the general election of
1977 (the last general election before
the outbreak of war) were from the
Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF)
which was committed at that time to

LANKA.

and the disadvantages of separation,
It is an appeal to economic and mate-
rial well-being. The Labour Party
hopes to preserve the Union by
devolving substantial powers over local
affairs (including taxation in Scotiand)
to separate parliaments in Scotland
and Wales. The Liberal Democratic
Party believes the Union will survive
only under a formal federal constitution
with separate legislative and executive
bodies in each region (England as
well) and an over-arching central gov-
ernment for defence, foreign affairs,
currency management and economic
stability. In respect of Northern Ireland
all three parties are agreed that the will
of the majority of the resident popula-
tion there for the continuance of the
Union must prevail. None of these
political parties and, indeed, not a sin-
gle individual in the 56 million popula-
tion of the U.K. believes it either right
or possible to suppress the separatist
tendencies in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland by military force.

In Sri Lanka the opposite of this
belief is near universal - the Sri Lanka
government and the overwhalming
majority of the Sinhala people believe
it to be both right and possible for
Tamil separatist nationalism in the

is the case. Since 1983 it is illegal
to advocate independence for any
region which would result in the
break-up of the unitary, single-all-

Adrian Wijemanne

north-east province to be crushed
by military force whereafter a lim-
ited devolution of powers not only

island state of Sri Lanka into separate
states. Representation in the Sri
Lankan parliament is available only to
those political parties which foreswear
any such aspiration,

3. At successive general elections
in the U.K. the great majority of MPs
from Scotland and Wales have been
from the Labour Party and only a small
{but in Scotland a growing) number
have been from the separalist parties,
In Northern Ireland, similarly, the great

securing a separate state in the north-
ern and eastem provinces for the Tamil
majority resident therein.

4. There are different responses by
the three major political parties in the
UK. to the separatist tendency in
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
but all are united in a desire to pre-
serve the Union i.e.the U.K. as a sin-
gle state. The Conservatives hope to
do this by spelling out, in rather genar-
al terms, tha advantages of the Union

Hot Spring, September 1997

to the Tamil dominated north-east
province but also to other regions
of the country would assuage the sep-
aratist inclination in the former and sat-
isfy the desire for participatory democ-
racy in the latter.

5. At the general election held in
the UK. on 1st May '97 the
Conservative Party failed, for the very
first time in its history, to win a single
parliamentary seat in Scotland, Wales
or Northern Ireland; all 167 seats won
by it were in England, one of the 4

25
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.ﬂnstitueﬂt countrieg (_Jf the U.K. The
Canour Party, promising substantial
;:Solulion of powers to local parlia-
ments to be newly created for the pur-

g, Won overwhelmingly in Scotland
and Wales. The Ulster Unionis.t Parties

romising to preserve the Union in all
essentials, won in Northern Ireland. In
wifiment of its promises the new
Labour government held referenda in
seotiand and Wales within 4 months of
ts assumption of office, to
ascertain the wishes of the res-
idents of each region on the
subject of devolution. In both
regions the majority voted in
tavour of the government's
devolution proposals and the
necessary institutions are to be
set up in each region by fresh
legislation in time to commence
functioning from the year 2000.

In Sri Lanka despite the
vote at a general election, of
the overwhelming majority of
the resident population (Tamil
dominated) of the northern and
eastern provinces for indepen-
dence, no significant devolution
of powers was proposed;.
instead military repression of
the by now-armed separatist
movements was launched.
After 4 years of war the Indian-
backed devolution of powers to
Countrywide provincial councils
failed to arrest the Tamil nation-
_allst determination for total
independence. Since then 10 further
years of warfare portend a long and
unwinnable military imbroglio for one
of the world's poorest states.

. 6. It is appropriate now to take a
brief look back to an earfier experiment
with devolution in the U.K. In 1979, the
Labour government led by Jim
Callaghan held referenda in Scotland
and Wales to ascertain the views of
their respective populations on devo-
lution. In Scotland the vote on that
occasion fell short of the 40% (of those
voting) required for devolution. In
Wales the vote was 4 to 1 in favour of
continuing the existing Union. In the 18
years that have elapsed from 1979 10
1997 there has been a substantial
growth in the separatist tendency in

26

each territory. Only time will tell
yvhether the devolution now to be
implemented will arrest this tendency
or exacerbate it. In the latter event, if
separation becomes inevitable, it will
be resorted to by peaceful means with-

out recourse to force either for or
against.

7. Itis an interesting and very sig-
nificant fact that in the 18 years
between the two referenda in Scotland

and Wales, both regions received
especially favoured treatment by the

government. To use an .Amglipan
phrase there was “reverse discrimina-
tion" on & substantial sgale.
Government expenditure per capita in
each of these regions was, and is,
considerably higher than in England. It
is so in Northem Ireland as well !:»ough
no referendum was held there either in
1979 or this year. Benign govemrqent
tailed to assuage nationalist aspira-
tions In all threa territories.
piscrimination againsta people Is
not necessary for nationallst upu;
ratlsm to gQrow. Irrespective ol

whether a govornmont |s discriml-
natory or benign, nationallst l.plrla-
tions grow; discrimination merely

Hot Spring, September 1997

converts them Into a tinder box
ready to explode at the first attempt
at military suppression.

8. Earfier in this paper mention was
made of the universal understanding in
the U.K. that military force was not to
be used to preserve the integrity of the
state from break-up by internal sepa-
ratist pressures. It was not always so.
For 300 years ending in 1922 the
British state used military force against

Irish nationalist separatist
guerillas, who fought to secure
an independent state for them-
selves on the island of Ireland
where the Irish constituted the
majority of the resident popula-
tion. That great effort failed to
extinguish Irish nationalism. It
is that bitter experience of suc-
cessive British governments in
their own backyard that lies at
the root of the current accom-
modating attitude towards
nationalist secession. It deter-
mined also, the policy of
accommodation towards the
Indian Iindependence move-
ment which led to post-World
War || decolonization.

9. The current policies of
the Labour and Liberal
Democratic Parties - devolution
and federalism respectively -
hope to arrest the lide of
nationalism from a drift to out-
right separation and indepen-
dence. Such a hope can be rationally
entertained only before a separatist
movement takes to arms in support of
its cause. They have no utility as a
means of ending an armed conflict
between the state and se_oparahsl
nationalist guerillas as the British axpe-
rience in Ireland, mentioned above, s
vividly illustrates. There a raft of Home
Rule legislation, ending with the Home
Rule Act of 1912, failed to arrest the
tide of armed Insurrection of the even-
tual splitting up of the U.K. into two in
1922. ‘

10. Both the U.K. and Sri Lal?:t:
face armed separatist nationa
today. In the UK. the armed conflict is
in Northern lreland where the IRA
carry out an urban guerilla campglgp,
which spills over into mainland Britain

e
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from time to time, with the object of
separating the province of Northern
Ireland from the U.K. and joining it to
the Irish Republic. Only a minority of
the Roman Catholic minority of the
population of Northern Ireland support
the IRA in that effort. The Protestant
majority in Northern Ireland opposes
separation from the U.K. and wants
the Union to continue as at present.
Despite the support of only a minority
of the population and being outnum-
bered 100 to 1 by the British forces in
Northern Ireland the IRA has kept the
conflict going for 29 years and it is by
no means over yet though a ceasefire
is currently in force.

11. In Sri Lanka the situation is dif-
ferent both qualitatively and quantita-
tively. The Tamil'decision to establish
a separate state for themselves in the
north-east province had the support of

the overwhelming majority ( 69% ) of
voters in this area at a general election
The LTTE, which is the armed sepa-
ratist group fighting for independence,
seeks to implement that majority vote.
The IRA and the LTTE are, therefore,
qualitatively different - the former
opposed by the majority and the latter
acting in accord with the already pub-
licly expressed will of the majority of
their people.

Quantitatively the difference
between the two is as polar. Whereas
the IRA is known to number around
300 fighters the LTTE is 30 times that
number. Whereas the IRA is opposed
by the formidable forces of the British
army and the British state, the LTTE is
opposed by much less powerful adver-
saries in the Sri Lanka army and the
Sri Lanka state. The IRA has kept the

e ——
conflict going for 29 years now: the
LTTE for 14 and is undoubted|y :
ble of many more decades of conflict

12. Devolution in the UK., in
Scotland and Wales, is expected 1
stave off, at least for the time being, 3
nationalist drive for total Separation
and independence. Only time will tell
whether this object will be achieveg or
whether the opposite will be realised
i.e. whether it will fuel the fires of sep-
aration. In Sri Lanka much more is
expected of devolution - that it will eng
a bitter war now in its I5th year by
weaning the Tamil people of the north-
east province away from their desire
for independence and their support for
the LTTE, thus leading to the latter's
demise. The dice of history are loaded
heavily against such a
consummation. Il

Disabled Sinhala
condemns Sinhala politicians

S peaking at a public meeting
held in the Ampara town hall
recently, Commander H.K Dayaratne,
president of the association repre-
senting the permanentty wounded sol-
diers of the Sri Lankan army, con-
demned Sinhala politicians for oppor-
tunistically seeking political advantage
by carrying on with the war in the
Tamil homelands.

The meeting was organised by the
Ampara district branch of the associa-
tion. Commander Dayaratne lost his
amm in an LTTE attack on the Elephant
pass camp where he was in charge of
a Sri Lankan unit, Lambasting the
People's Alliance government's atti-
tude towards the thousands of soldiers
Mmcmﬁnuetobemalmedlnmawar.
he said:

“Only very poor Sinhala youth join
the army. They do so to help their fam-
ilies eke out a living. No one from the
President's family or the opposition

leader’s family joins the armed forces.”

“Today there are more than twenty
thousand permanently wounded
Sinhala soldiers languishing in silence
in many corners of the country.
Although our politicians say that the
conflict should be solved through
negotiations, their ulterior vested inter-
est is to carry on with the war.”

"Why are Tamil youth taking up
arms? Why do they commit suicide
[rather than surrender]? Who betrayed
them? These are questions which the
Sinhala people should think about.”

“Who is responsible today for
these twenty thousand maimed
[Sinhala] youth? There are few youth
loining the army now because they
are losing faith in our politicians. Even
the criteria for recruitment have been
brought down.”

“This government keeps raising
the price of bread and dhal. The peo-
ple who depend on this (cheap)food

soldier

are the families of the maimed sol-
diers. We cannot allow this situation to
continue.”

Since the Sri Lankan army
launched its latest and biggest offen-
sive in the north of the island, there
has been a massive influx of perma-
nently wounded soldiers. In heavy
fighting on Tuesday, over 200 Sri
Lankan soldiers were wounded
according to government figures.

The 90,000 strong Sri Lankan
army is overwhelmingly Sinhalese.
Despite repeated recruitment drives,
there are few volunteers, and up to
10,000 men desert each year, accord-
ing to military analysts.

The Commander's outburst
reflects the growing bittemess in rural
Sinhala areas over what is perceived
as the Chandrika regime's sheer and
callous lack of concern for human

lives.
(Tamil Net)

Hot Spring, September 1997
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UK Sinhalese reject :
devolution package

SINHALA Association of
Sri Lankans in the United
Kingdom totally rejected
the government's proposed
devolution package, saying
it would lead to the disinte-
gration of the country and’
to the extinction of Sinhala
people. .
i3 was statedinacom-
munique_ issued by the
association recently. .

The statement said,
“Asymmetrical devolution
is today being talked of asa
solutjon to the contradic-
tory Positions taken by the
Peoplé’s Alliance/SLFP
and the UNP on the pro-
posed devolution package.
It is therefore important to
ain what asymmetri-
eyolution is and what
will be'the consequences if
eithér asymmetrical devo-
lution or the devolution
package is adopted.”

“It must be mentioned
that we have already in our

communique of December,
199%pointed out that the
govefiiment proposals for
conglltutional reforms

which provides for the
devolution package, if
adopted, will divide a uni-
liry,sovereign country into
regions, will amount 1o ef-
fectively curtailing the
powers of parliament. Re-
gions having separate
regional commissions, re-
wional police forces,
regiohal attorney generals
cte, will lead to the emer-
senceofdifferent laws, will
lvad to a situation where
there will be regional ar-
aies, leading iney itably to
‘e disintegration of Sri

Lanka,” the communique
said. .

It also said, “Also,
through the licensing of in-
lernational borrowing tothe
regions will lead to regions
coming under the control
of foreign countries, multi-
nationals and NGOs and
even expatriate mafia
groups.” :

“Astheregions will have
total control over land, it
will lead to a situation
where the land resources of
the country will not be
available for allits citizens,
on the basis of need and a
major part of the country
will not be available for
Sinhala people whoaccount
about 74% of the popula-
tion.”

“This will involve an
expenditure that cannot be
borne and sustained by a
small country. It will lead
to a situation where the
regions declaring them-
sclves unilaterally inde-
pendent like what Var-
tharaja Perumal did in the
north east provincial coun-
cil,” the communique said.

“It will enable the re-
gions to become inde-
pendent. It does not pro-
vide for the abolition of the
exccutive presidency, will
¢nable anyone living in Sri
Lanka on the day the new
constitution 1s adopted to
become a citizen, enabling
hordes of Tamils from
Tamil Nadu and elsewhere
to become citizens over-
myht”

*1tis our opinion that by
asymmetrnical devolution,
the situation will be tur

<

worse. Asymmetrical devo-

‘lution will lead to the areas
to which the asymmetrical
devolution is granted to
become independent and
sovereign  territories,
quicker than if devolution
were given to total Sri
Lanka,” the communique
said.

Italso said, “In detail, if
asymmetrical devolution
is approved, then the re-
gions of the north, the east
and certain sections like
the central highlands, the
latter because Thondaman
has already declared that
he will have a Malaya
Eelam, will have sole au-
thority over all devolved |
subjects, without the cen-
tral government or even
the president having the
ability to give any direé-
tions. The proposed power
of the president is only'to
be used ifthere is unilategal
declaration on independ-
ence and that power, (09, s
so vague that it could be
ineffective. As we have'al-
ready pointed out, the
inability of the Sri Ladkan
army to restore law and or-
der in the north and the cast
today is indicative of what
will happenin such eventu-
ality.”

“IF cither asyrnmclritgl
devolution or the devolu-
tion package is adopied iy
would incvitably lead to
establishment of an |w§‘
pendent Tamil state, whic
will he the home of'pll‘
Tamils from many couns
tries, not necessarily in S
Lanka,” the communiqu

added !I
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Australian M.P. supports Tamils’
Right to Self-destermination

(From HANSARD, Parliamentary Debates. House of Representatives Commonwealth

attention of the Australian

nation a genocide occurring
not far from our shores. | refer to
the slow genocide that is happening
In Srl Lanka aimed at the Tamil peo-
ple | have a sizeable Tamil commu-
nity in my electorate and | have
been watching the situation closely
for the past 13 or 14 years, and all |
can say Is that what Is happening
there Is a blight on humanity.

The latest thing that has occurred
that | have to bring to the attention of
this House and of the Australian nation
Is the deliberate bombings and indis-
criminate shellings by the Sri Lankan
armed forces. The latest carnage
occurred on August 15, when two Sri
Lankan Kfir bombers attacked a
_Catholic church, killing nine people,
Including a four-year old child, and
wounding 1. In addition to that, on 9
July 1995 the Sri Lankan government
bombed a Catholic church in Navaly
killing 120 civilians, On 22 September
1995 Sri Lankan Puccara aircraft
bombed a school in the village of
Nagar Kovil, killing over 40 peo-
D!hle. Including 25 children. On

©5e occasions, as well as on 15
August 1997,
deliberate.

| have g2 statement here =
ésued In 1997, The source is the Tamil
2nire for Human Rights report to the
gard Session of the UN Commission
Qgi:uzn'an Rights, Geneva. These are
e a igurgs of human rights viola-
o S of Tamil civilians by the prasent
: nkan government over a period
0 approximately 22 years, They are as

Irlse tonight to bring to the

the killing was

cllows:(above)

. | want 19 read into the record a
alement ssued by Amnesty

lnternational

o - | am a member of
Nesty International and | know

of Australia - 28 August 1997)

MR.PAUL ZAMMIT M P,
(Lowe) (5.51 p.m.)

many members of this House are also
long-time members. This statement
was issued very recently by the
International secretariat from the
United Kingdom. They say :

“The level of "disappearances” in
Sri Lanka has hit a new high, Amnesty
International warned as the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights
examined the country's human rights
record. Coinciding with the Sri Lankan
government's pledge at the

Commission that “full igours of the law
will be brought to bear” on the perpe-
trators of human rights violations,
Amnasty International submitted more
than 400 cases of “disappearances” to
President Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga urging her to bring those
raesponsible to justice. Since the secu-
rity forces regained control over the
Jaffna peninsula in northern Sri Lanka
between late 1995 and early 1997, the.
total numbar of * “disappearances

reported to the organization had

reached 648 - the highest number
since 1990.

“That more than 600 “disappear-
ances” can occur in one year
despite the government's claim that
it is addressing the problem is out-
rageous.This highlights the need for
action to be taken now - to prevent
these violations from continuing”,
Amnesty International sald.

There is a clear pattern of the
security forces resorting to “disappear-
ances” in reprisal for attacks on the
security forces by members of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) In one incident which occurred
on 19 July 1996, the day after the
LTTE attacked the Mullaitivu army
camp, at least 40 young men “disap-
peared” after they were rounded up by
army personnel in Kaithady and sur-
rounding villages in the Themarachchi
Division. They were allegedly taken to
Navatkuli army camp but when rela-
tives went to make inquiries, they were
not given any Information.
Amnaesty International fears that
they may have been massacred.

There is a lot more | want to
say about this issue, but | call on
the Sri Lankan government to
respect the human rights of all
individuals, to respect the right
that humans have to be treated as
decent people and as decent humans
in our society and their society as well
They have a responsibility to humani-
ty, and these indiscriminate bombing of
individuals who are innocent and not
part of any war should be stopped and
outlawed Immediately by the world
community.

| call on the Srl Lankan govern-
ment to allow the Tamll people of Sri

Lanka the right to “self-determina-
tlon".

Hot Spring, September 1997
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Fifty years after independence,
Sri Lanka has yet to perfect the
art of nation-building,
Christopher Thomas writes

have been an Asian tiger. but
for self-imposed calamities. It
blames itself for messing up.
and Pakistan.
which look to their colonial
justify half a century of
self-inflicted political and eco-
nomic blunders.

Tamils and Sinhalese once
called themselves communi-
ties. Now they describe them-
as nations, empha-

unlike India
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sising their rival claims 1o
nationhood. The Sinhalese. of
Indo-Aryan stock from north-
emn India. regard themselves
as the true people of Sri Lanka
— a belief that feeds a disas-
attitude towards
Tamil minority and lies at the

"
8.

7
a

The departure of the British
was amicable and uneventful
unlike the horror of Indian
independence. Sri Lanka did
not suffer the military dicta-
sorships of Pakistan. Bangla-
desh and Burma. [t could

i
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A Colombo council worker waves the national flag

equaie Sinhala nationalisr
with Sn Lankan nationalisn
The one calamitous decisio
that led to the ethnic war wa
the Sinhala-only legislation o
1956. which lifted recognitior
of Tamil as an offical lan
guage. Afier that blow. the
unceriain desire for a separate
Tamil homeland became 4
passionale one

After 15 years and SZMX)
dead. therr 15 no [oresecable
hope of peace. | he indepen-
dence ceicbrations had 10 be
moved at the last moment
from the Sinhalese heartland
town of Kandy to the ethnical-
ly mixed capital for sevunry
rcasons

Iamils. I per cent of the
population. mostly feel unin-
volved in this werkh's cvents
The an of natwn-building.
like the art of displaying
sensilivilty  towards an  ag-
grieved and alienated peuple,
has yet 1o be perfected
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Refugees in T'Nadu
wait for political

%

miracle in Lanka

By Suresh
Seshadrl

TIRUCHIRAPPALLL
India, (Reuters) - Every
week, dozens of Tamils
from war-tom Sri Lanka
take secret boat rides to
India, seeking a life of
hope but generally find-
ing one of despair.

Help from Indian re-
lief authorities spells
hope for more than
60,000 Tamils who have
fled a bloody separatist
war. :

But many of the refu-
gees also feel a sensé of
despair, as they long for
their homes and the rela-

work

Many refugees say
they owned a boat, a
truck. a piece of land or
a shop in Sni Lanka be-
fore the war caused
havoc.

Now, they live in hard
conditions, and work in
stone quarries or auto-
mobile workshops to
supplement a monthly
dole of 200 rupees
(85.0) handed out by
Indian authorities.

The authorities spend
150 million rupees ($3.8
million) a year on the
refugees.

The refugees, who get
roughly 65 rupees (52.0)

‘a day for their back-
‘breaking work, are wort-
‘ried that their children

tive prosperity they

enjoyed in Sri LankeId” ;
rickety shacks, the refu='

gees wait for a politi€ +sometimes skip classes

miracle to take them
back to their palm-.

fringed homeland. .~ 1o

*  Sitting near a single-"
- storeyed. building that

houses rows of refugee
{énements, S.v.

Sivaguru, a 48-yea-old
;ﬂ:umdin m
Colos mulls about

 his children’s career

‘Iy's safety, Sivaguru

“While the Indian
government and the
Tamil people in India
have done a lot to make
us feel at home here, we
are very worried about
the future as our chil-
dren’s education is suf-
fering,” he said.

Fearing for his fami-

Colombo in 1990, seven
years after the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) launched
their guerrilla war.
Back-breaking

at local government-run
schools, or drop out al-

gether.
. ‘And although they

“complain about their

miserable conditions,
their ranks keep swell-

in the troops, was killed
by a Sri Lankan womah *
suicide bomber that In-
dian officials say was an
LTTE activist.

The Tigers deny any
role in the assassination,
which put Indian offi-
cials on the guard
against Tamil armvals
from their country's *
troubled neighbour.

Guarded welcome

The refugees, once
seen as helpless victms, -
are now screened to en-.
sure they are not guer-
rillas.Around 40,000
Tamil refugees have de- .
cided tomake India their
home bat the othes,

~
s

Al the port town of against

gﬁmuaﬁﬁoﬁl. Indian
authoritief; Youtinely
frisk boatloads of X

40 Tamils every week,
looking for separatist
guerrillas among the
mfugeesﬁmngmdn
Palk Strait, which sepa-
rates India and Sri

Lanka. )
In 1987, New Delhi

sent in troops (0
a fragile peace accord It
brokered between Co-

fled lombo and the Tamil T1-

gers, but failed in its ef-
forts to disarm the
LTTE.

Four years later,
former prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi, who sent

30w positi

s ,
Hardline groups in they
mainly Sinhalese soutl
saw New Delhi as
domineering big"
brother”™ and launcigg
-violent protests. .
Dharmaraj, once'A ,
courier for the Tigers,®
beHeves India can help,
but adds a word of cau-
tion. Indian intervention
should be only diplo-
matic and political.
They should avoid re-
peating the mistake of
sending roops S
didin 1987, he said.




Former Tamil Mi’ on

istorically the Tamils and
H the Sinhalese were
always politically inde-
pendent of one another, and sep-
arately occupied their respective
traditional homelands until the
British conquest early in the 19th
century. The Tamil homeland terri-
tory was ceded to the British by the
Dutch by the Treaty of Amiens of
1802. It was the British who amal-
gamated the Tamil and Sinhalese
territories into one crown colony for
administrative purposes, which
resulted in the Tamils becoming
smaller in numbers as compared
to the Sinhalese in the unified
country.

Broken pledges & Militarism
by Sinhala Politicians

Mindful of this, when Independence
was being negotiated in 1946 the
British insisted on making provisions in
the proposed constitution for the pro-
tection of the Tamils and demanded
that the Sinhalese obtain the consent
of the Tamils for the complete transfer
of power to the people of Ceylon.

The Sinhalese gave a solemn
promise and undertaking and pledged
themselves never to use their majority
numbers to discriminate against or to
the detriment of the Tamils (vide State
Council Hansard of 1946).

1948 Constitution

The British took care to ensure the
faithful performance of the Sinhalese
promise and undertaking by giving it
legal form and incorporating it as unal-
terable laws in Article 29 of the 1948
Constitution and agreed to the British

transfer of power to the people of
Ceylon.

The 1948 Constitution, the one and
only lawful and legally enacted consti-
tution Ceylon has ever had since the
end of World War II, therefore provided
for:

i) a Parliament, with power to make
laws for the peace order and good
government of Ceylon subject to the
limitations placed on that power by the
unalterable laws in Article 29 and con-
sisting of

a) the Queen of Ceylon as consti-
tutional Head of the State

b) the House of Representatives
with balanced representation elected
on the basis of universal adult fran-
chise; the proportion of seats was
something like 52% for the Sinhalese
and 48% for all the minorities, and

c) the Senate as a second cham-
ber for sober and mature deliberation
of proposed laws and for the voice of
interests not represented in the House
of Representatives;

ii) a Cabinet of the Westminster
model with executive power responsi-
ble to Parliament;

i) an independent judiciary with a
Supreme Court appointed by the
Queen;

-iv) the Right to Appeal to Her
Majesty's Privy Council as the Court of
Last Resort.

It was relying on these safeguards
that the Tamils accepted the Constitu-
tion and agreed to Britain transferring
power to a unified Ceylon

Early in the exercise of their power
the Sinhalese began to renege on their
solemn promise and undertaking by
enacting controversial citizenship of

16
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more than one million Tamﬂs and ren-
dering the rest of the Tamils doubtful
citizens of altogether stateless. Vehe-
ment Tamil opposition was ignored.

Then, the Sinhalese enacted The
Ceylon Parliamentary Elections Order
in Council Amendment Act of _1 949
which reduced Tamil representation in
parliament by nine seats.

The ratio of Tamil representation
was further tampered with and
reduced by systematic planned state-
aided colonization of Tamil homeland
areas with Sinhalese colonists from
outside the Tamil Provinces in impu-
dent violation of the Land Develop-
ment and Land Settlement laws in
force and by the revision of Parliamen-
tary Electoral Districts (ridings).

“Sinhala Only” Act

In 1965, in the face of a storm of
protest from the Tamils, and indeed
from all the linguistic minorities in
Ceylon, the Sinhalese had recourse to
steamroller tactics to rush through
Parliament the Official Language Act
making their mother tongue, Sinhala,
the only Official Language of Ceylon
the very thing expressly prohibited in
by Article 29 of the 1948 Constitution.
It made the entire Tamil population illit-
erate overnight drove thousands of
Tamil children by imposing on them
unconscionably higher grades of ac-
hievement to be eligible for admission
1o institutions of higher learning and
forcing the Burgher Community, citi-
zens of Portuguese or Dutch descent,
10 emigrate en masse to Australia.

For a quarter of a century during
which the 1948 Constitution was In
force and was respected as the
Supreme fundamental basic law of
the country, Ceylon was relatively
Stable -- politically, economically,
and soclally. There was peace, law
and order was maintained, respect
for the Rule of Law was never In
Question, the occaslonal peaceful
non-violent protest campaigns by
Tamlls against the blatanly discrim-
Inatory laws and policles of govern-
Mments notwithstanding.

I Some of these laws.were chal-
enged in courts of law. A few cases

were taken to Her Majesty's Privy
Council in appeal, in some of which
judgements went against the govern-
ment. In ane such case, the case of
the Bribery Commissioner vs Rana-
singhe, Their Lordships of the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council made
the autheritative pronouncement that
the provisions of Sub-section (2) para-
graphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of Article 29
of the 1948 Constitution “represent
the solemn balance of rights bet-
ween the citizens of Ceylon, the fun-
damental condition on which inter
se they accepted the Constitution,
and these are therefore unalterable
under the Constitution.”

Mrs. Bandaranaike: The

Ratwatte feudal family “noted
for their Tamilophobia”

This emphatic pronouncement
coming from the highest Court of Last
Resort dealt a death-blow to the
Sinhalese pipe-dreams for dominion
over the Tamils.

In the 1965-70 Parliament, Mem-
bers of the Official Opposition in the
House of Representatives, a coalition
of Nationalist Sinhalese-Trotskyite
Socialist-Communist parties, never
missed an opportunity to remind the
Tamils from the ficor of the House that
at the very first chance they get to be
the government they would use their
power to do away with the last ves-
tiges of British colonialism and to curb
the power of the Tamils to obstruct
what they called “progressive legisla-
tion™. | had the misfortune to sit and
listen to these threats, which did sound

very ominous although how they pro-
posed to do it was not clear at the
time. As Parliament's term was near-
ing its end they appeared to prepare
the ground for the denouement they
were plotting.

Parliament was dissolved in March
1970, and General Elections for new
Parliament were held on May 22,
1970. The incumbent Prime Minister's
party (UNP) was roundly defeated by
the above Coalition parties under the
leadership of Mrs.Sirimavo Banda-
ranaike. The Coalition obtained more
than two-thirds majority that was need-
ed to amend any of the amendable
provisions of the 1948 Constitution --
almost entirely from Sinhalese ridings.

Between assuming office by Mrs.
Bandaranaike's new Government and
19th July 1970 the Coalition parties in
power rushed through Parliament leg-
islation abolishing the Senate and
abolishing the Right of Appeal to
the Privy Council.

Finally, on the 2* of June 1972,
the Sinhalese broke their plighted
word to the Tamils, went back on
their solemn promise upon which
Britain transferred power, treated
the Privy Councll with utter con-
tempt for Its opinion, and drove the
last nall on the coffin of the 1948
Constitution, lllegally proclaimed
Ceylon a republic with the lllegal
name of “Srl Lanka”, and sent their
Army to the Tamll homeland Provin-
ces to coerce the Tamlls Into sub-
mission by military force.

The Sinhalese feudal family of
Bandaranaike-Ratwatte-- the father,
the mother, the daughter, and the
mother's brother, all noted for their
Tamilophobia-- has always displayed a
predilection for the use of the Army
and the Police in tha practice of their
brand of “parliamentary democracy”
against the people.

The Sinhalese Army that was sent
to the Tamil Provinces, a rabble of
untrained thugs in uniform with firea-
rms and notorious for their undisci-
plined behaviour, went on a rampage
committing indescribable atrocities and
brutalities upon the innocent Tamil

population.
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Army sent to Northeast

The Tamils, in defence, took up
arms, for the first time in 500 years,
to defend themselves and their chil-
dren and their families under the
leadership of Velupillai Prabha-
karan, the Supreme Commander of
the LTTE forces of young boys and
girls. This is the War that is still
being waged in Ceylon without an
end in sight.

Now, as one who had organized
and led peaceful non-violent civil dis-
obedience campaigns on the pattern of
Mahatma Gandhi’s historic campaigns
in South Africa and India against the
Sinhalese abuses of power and dis-
criminatory laws and policies and
imprisoned twice without trial for such
activities, once had a twilight faith that
the Soulbury-lvor Jennings crafted

1948 Constitution with its Article 29
safeguards for the protection of minori-
ties and the democratic Parliament it
provided for might possibly act as a
deterrent to any Sinhalese attempt to
exercise dominion over the Tamils,

Some Questions

Is there a legitimate govern-
ment in Ceylon for anybody to deal
with? Should not Prabhakaran be
wary when he deals with lawbrea-
kers and usurpers of power? Why
Is Prabhakaran's alleged withdraw-
ing from a temporary cease-fire
agreement upon the discovery of
bad faith more censurable than the
Sinhalese breaking the momen-
tous solemn promise that was so
vital for the purpose of detaining
the consent of Independence and
then going back on their plighted
Word? Why is Sinhalese calculat-
ed flouting of the State's Constitu-
tion and flouting the Rule of Law in
an arrogant show of utter contempt
for the Privy Council judgement
Justified? What constitution, what
laws, what solemn agreements,
what civilized values, can be trust-
ed to be safe with Sinhalese lead-
ers?

The 1948 Constitution was never
expressly abolished. Nor was it ever
positively repealed.

So, did Her Majesty Elizabeth I
ever legally cease to be Queen of
Ceylon?

If yes, when and how?

Did the Queen of Ceylon ever
legally cease to be a constituent of
Parliament and constitutional Head of
State of Ceylon? If yes, when and
how?

In 1965 the constitutionally elected
Prime Minister of Rhodesia, lan Smith,
made a UDI which Britain and the
international community of sovereign

b

Tamil leader Velupillai Prabhakaran: “Acknowledged by the

n—

nuity, and the successor state ang gov-
ernment is tainted with |llegatimacy
Professor S.A.D. Smith of Cambridge
has pointed out that when Ceylon
adopted a republican constitution in
1972 in violation of the law there was
a clear “breach of legal continuity.” |y
necessarily follows that all govern.
ments in Ceylon since 2nd June 1972
are illegitimate. The question therefore
arises:

Why do the international media
and governments persistently keep on

Tamils as their one and only leader and spokesman”

states refused to recognise. But when
the constitutional elected Prime
Minister of sister Commonwealth coun-
try, Mrs.Sirimavo Bandaranaike of
Ceylon, made an identical UDI seven
years later, they all rushed in to grant
it recognition. Why is UDI good for
Ceylon, but not good for Rhodesia, or
for that matter, for Quebec or Serbia?
Why this double standard?

Legal continuity

Itis a fundamental principle of state
succession that legal continuity must
always be preserved between the out-
going state and government and the
successor one. It is achieved by strict-
ly following the procedure laid down
by the lay in force. Where it is not fol-
lowed there is a breach of legal conti-

I8
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harping on 19th April 1995 (when the
LTTE withdrew from the spurious
peace process) and conveniently
ignore or condone 2nd June 1972
which launched Ceylon on a career of
militarism and genocide, like Hitler did
for domination of Europe?

At the Parliamentary General
Elections of 1977, which were the
last orderly held and regular elec-
tions in the Tamil homeland Provi-
nces up to date, the registered polit-
ical party which contested all the
Tamil seats on the publicly declared
its policy and promise to establish
the separate Independent Sinhalese
UDI of 1972, that the Tamlls were
glven the opportunity democratical-
ly to express their wish. The Tamils
almost unanimously expressed




their will to separate in no uncertain
terms. The Sinhalese replied by
sending more troops to the Tamil
provinces and spread terror among
the population. They engineered the
Nazi-type pogrom of 1983 against
the Tamils in Colombo burning them
alive in cars on the roads and in
their homes with their houses.

And yet, why do the international
media persist in repeating the propa-
ganda of lies that the Tamil people do
not support, or “have failed to estab-
lish” their support, for the separate
state demand, that the Tamils started
the War, against the Tamils as to gloss
over Sinhalese terrorism, and even to
hide the truth, with condoning state-
ments such as “The Army's reputation
for brutality is part of the problem, but
the bigger part is that the Tigers......"
(THE ECONOMIST, London)?

International conscience

What useful purpose will be served
by the international media and govern-
ments bringing pressure on Velupillai
Prabhakaran, whom the Tamils ackno-
wledge as their one and only leader
and spokesman, to try yet another
negotiated agreement when the Sinha-
lese are known to have torn up every
one of the negotiated agreements in
the course of the last one hundred
years, including even the 1948 Consti-
tution negotiated between the British
government, the Sinhalese, and the
Tamils?

Is not Prabhakaran entitled to ask
himself the question whether he would
be justified, after the loss of more than
50,000 Tamils killed, to jeopardize the
lives of yet more Tamils by sitting at a
negotiating table for yet another scrap
of paper, only to be torn up when saf-
fron-clad Buddhist monks squat out-
side bungalow? Who will guarantee
that she will not tear up whatever
“agreement” that may come out of the
negotiating table after her purpose is
served, like what her father did to the
B-C Pact in 1957, or like what Adolf
Hitler did to the little piece of paper he
gave Neville Chamberlain at Munich in
19397

Finally, the eminent English
|urist Austin enunciated the princi-

ple that “Law is command support-
ed by sanctions”, and Professor
S.A.D. Smith cited the case of the
illegal declaration of a republican
state by the Sinhalese in Ceylon in
1972 with military support as an
example for the principle that

“might becomes law” or “might is
law".

If the Sinhalese are entitled to
invoke these principles to seek per-
petual domination over the Tamils
and to rule over them as a subject
people, what is wrong if Velupillai
Prabhakaran choses to invoke the
same principles to defend and pro-
tect his people and posterity and
prevent them from being trodden
under? What is wrong if he belie-
ves, as the sole trusted leader of
the Tamils, that he has no choice
but to invoke the same principles
like the Sinhalese aggressors to
ensure that his people and their
progeny live in their traditional
homeland territory of Tamil Eelam
in peace, freedom, and self-
respect, and free from the fear of
Sinhalese terrorism and violence?

The international media and gov-
ernments owe it to their conscience
and to the several hundreds of thou-
sands of Tamil men, women, and chil-

dren who have been driven out of their
homes and villages and cities by the
Sinhalese Army to wander in the jun-
gles as destitute refugees without food
or shelter or medicines to ponder over
the above questions and try to answer
them, if they can, rationally and truth-

fully. Itis strange that they do not real-

ized how unseemly it is to repeat par-

rot-like the motivated propaganda of

an illegitimate Sinhalese government

that poses as a paragon of virtue.

V. Navaratnam, the only living
founder member of the llankai
Thamil Arasu Kadchi (Federal Par-
ty), he represented the Kayts con-
stituency in the Ceylon Parliament.
He later broke away from the party
and advocated self-rule for the
Tamils. A leading political strategist
of the time, he now lives in exile in
Canada. Mr. Navaratnam is the
author of THE FALL AND RISE OF
THE TAMIL NATION, (1995) P.O.Box
70, La Prairie, Quebec, J5R 3YI,
Canada.

The book gives an inside
account of the political events since
1948, and is an invaluable source of
information to students of the his-
tory of the Tamil struggle In Sri
Lanka.

&

A demonstration
government in
Madurai on 1

e
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ondemning India’s assistance to the Sri Lankqn
the slaughter of Eelam Tamil Civilians was held in
2* July. Comrade Thiagu was the main speaker.
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SRI LANKA Igbal Athas, journalist

On 12 February 1998, five gunmen, suspected to be connected to the security forces, forcibly entered the
home of Igbal Athas and, after threatening him and his family, attemptad to abduct him. Amnesty

Intematianal is seriously concerned for his safety, and fears that his attampted abduction may be due to his
activities as a journalist.

In the incident, one of the gunmen held a gun to the head of Iqbal Athas and threatened to “break his bones”
it he made a noise. His wifa, seven-year-old daughter and their home help were locked Into another room.
As the gunmen attempted to leave with lgbal Athas they suddenly departed In a hurry stating they might
have gone to the wrong housa. Howaver, at the time they had entered the house the gunmen had reportedly
threatened and assaulted the gateman at gunpoint, saying they had “come 10 sae Igbal®.

The police were informed of the incident and 100k a statement. Around two to three hours later tha gunmen
returned but, seeing a presance in the house - several journalists had arrived in the meantime - left again,
After Igbal Athas spoke to the Secretary of the Ministry of Defence security was finally provided.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Igbal Athas is a senior journalist specializing in defence-related
a Colombo Newspaper, and Jain Weakly. In a weakly column o
Sunday Times, called Siuation Report, Igbal Athas has been in
top echelons of the socurity forces, particularly the Air Force,
of the military actions undertaken in the ongoing confliet
Tigers ot Tamil Eelam {LTTE).

reporting. He writes for the Sunday Times,
N defence and security-related matters in the
vestigating and reporting on corruption in the
He has also been critical in his writing of some
between the security forces and the Liberation

In October 1997, Igbal Athes reproduced in his Situation Report column the findings of a Presidential

Committee investigating the crashes of 16 aircraft of the Sri Lanka Air Force. The Committos, which handed
the report (o the president, was reportedly scathing of the Air Force Commander
In the aftermath of this, atata media in mid-Novem
of the LTTE, who spoke about translating Colombo-based newspapers and made specific mention of the
Sltuation Report. The state-run Sunday Observer also feproduced a set of graphics of Sri Lanka Air Force
planas that firgt appeared in the Situation Report and were |ater used In an LTTE publication, Viduthale:

E;J'I;?L thereby suggesting that Iqbal Athas was, through his writing, pessing military information to the

In this context, his house came under survaillance in July 1997, Afrer raising the matter with President
Chandrlka Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, the police wara Informed. Thay reportedly established that vehicles
registered in the name of the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) wers being usad for the surveillance.
Survelllance of his home went an for around three weeks and was, spparently, an attempt to identify his
sources of information. Some of those survellling ware sean openly noting down the car numberplates of

Amnesty International, Internatons! Secratariat, 1 Easton Strost, London WC1X 8ny, United Kingdom
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Journalist detaineci

A journalist of the
Sinhala daily, Lanka-
deepa was detained
by police for nearly
five hours after he en-
tered the Kelanitissa
power station to re-
port the terrorist attack
on Friday morning.
Journalist Piyadasa
Perera was among the
scores of media-men
who rushed to the
scene as soon as the
terrorist attack was re-
ported in the early hours of Friday.

More than 60 local and foreign media per-
sonnel gathered at the main entrance of the
power station, but none of them were allowed
to enter the premises. Senior media-men ap-
pealed to officials and explained to them the
need for accurate reporting but their pleas
fell on deaf ears,

After the last bomb blast at Galadari Hotel
on October 15, Associated Press reporter
Niresh Eliyathambi was arrested and taken

———

to Naval Headquarters where his shirt was

removed and kept for a few hours. Thereaf-
ter, media-men requested Minister Mangala
Samaraweera to establish a system under
which sejected media personnel could have
access to areas under security cordons for
the purpose of accurate reporting. Although
Mr Samaraweera promised that he would take
effective action immediately, F nday's events
outside the Kelanitissa power station proved
that no remedial action has been taken.

Child prostitution the

1

I

curse of the nation

Child sex trafficking and child
abuse has, been given publicity
but nothing concrete has been
done for them. So observed Rey
Fr Anthony Pinto, Director, Don
Bosco Technical Centre (DBTC)
Negombo recently,

DBTC is one of the foremost in-
stitutions that train youth in tech-
nical trades and Youth formation.
Rc'v FrPintois one g staunch cam-
Paigner against child sex abyse in
and around Negombo,

Leading Catholic priests in
Negombo campaigned against the
underground network of child sex

habilitating them. Once the vie-
tms are rchabililalcd. those un- |
der 14 gre tound schools and J

3 g ab s CArs ¢ . \
:gm'. FrlPlnlo said. child sy l)l?[“t' 14 years are absorbed into
use is a ‘ i :
the nﬂw:ri:l:n:)ler!::mncss and Fr Pinto challenged those who |
ground. Thuugll‘l ha:jiég‘dcc:i sy that there is no child sex abuse |
and faced with resislencs antF;l:tb. and trallicking in Negombo, He |

sad that it 4 lorey
along the heach, within one hour

he would b lapped by pimps.
Al present DBTC trains several

Cc |! SOV Virtiess s &

struction by certain parties with
vested interest, DRTC is forging
nh_oad with the awareness cam.
paigns, trailing the victims and re.

gner walked '
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Senior journalist attacked |

Senior journalist Igbal Athas of the Sun-
day Times was attacked by a group of armed
persons at his residence on Thursday night.
Athas, who writes the defence column of
the newspaper was watching television with
his wife, Kumudini and seven-year-old
daughter at his home when five armed men
forced their way into his house and dealt
blows on him.

Speaking to the press, he said that based
on their appearance and the automatic pis-
tols they were carrying he could conclude
that the men were soldiers.

Athas, who also works as a correspondent
for a number of foreign radio and televi-
sion stations including CNN, came under
heavy criticism from the Air Force high-ups
after he made sensational revelations on
wrong doings in the forces.

“This is a continuation of the intimidation

that has been going on,” Athas said.
Meanwhile, Media Minister Mangala
Samaraweera said that the gdvernment had
ordered an investigation into the incident.
“President (Chandnka Kumaratunga) has
already issued strict instructions to the rel-
evant authorities to ensure that the offend- |
ers are dealt with in terms of the law irre-
spective of the position they hold or influ-
ence they wield," he said in a statement. .
Earlier, the U.S. based Committee to Pro-,
tect Journalists (CPJ), in a letter toy
Kumaratunga, called for an investigation;
into the incident. “The CPJ is gravely con-,
cerned over an attack on Thursday by armed,
men on the home of Igbal Athas, an inter-
nationally respected Sri Lankan journalist,”
committee said in the letter. -
A police guard has been posted at Athas”
house since the attack. ;

No cops f01 civilian duties

made at police stationg
island are not being ig
into properly from Jaif
due to a dearth of

cewved from the publicy .
1ng this inactivity on Ltheba
the police, he added.

nel have been deployed i
Wir 1om areas of the Noj

East, and consequently, the
number of police officers attend-
ing to normal duties has been
reduced.

DIG Dissanayake further sad
that there are times when only
ane or two police officers are left
at a pulice station leading tv
arious problems.

At present there are around
30,000 police persoonel serving
in the North and East and police
cadres should be increased con
siderably (0 attend tw civilian
Juties, he added

ISP
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Sri Lanka police harass Indian
~woman journalist

gri Lankan police raidad_the ho@el
of Indian woman journalist
ro0m pamachandran on November
%:?; questioned her for over an hour

after searching her room at Colombo’s

Taj Hotel. '
sudha Ramachandran (33) who is
correspondent for the Indian newspa-
per DECCAN HERALD had peen to
army-occupied Jaffna -The police told
her she was being investigated for any
Tiger links, after unidentified sources
alerted them that she had pictures of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam as
well as pictures of the city of Colombo.
They seized photographs which she
had taken during her assignment,

alread_y_cleared by the government's
war ministry, but returned them later.

A security officer at the Taj Hotel
said Ramachandran was being sus-
pected “because she is an |ndian
Tamil”. But he denied they had called
the palice in.

Said Ramachandran : “If they see
every Tamil as a Tiger, they are never

going to solve this problem in
SriLanka”.

It is known that two other Indian
journalists had also been similarly raid-
ed and questioned at the same hotel in
the past two years during reporting
assignments in Sri Lanka. Journalists
who were prevented from going to

Jaffna when the Tigers were adminis-
lefing the area are now permitted to go

after military clearance. J

Camera snatched from !

Tamil newspaper |
photographer

In another incident, the photogra-
pher of the Colombo Tamil daity, THE
VIRAKESARI who was trying to take
pictures of Tamil political prisoners
demonslrating against arbitrary
detention was prevented from doing
so. Police snatched his camera, and
removed the film The incident took
place at the Walikade prison in
Colombo.

“Jatfna polls, a mockery of democracy”

The General Secretary of the Nava
Sama Samaja Party, Dr.Vikramabahu
Karunaratne, has criticised the govern-
ment decision to hold local government
elactions in the Jaffna and Kilinochchi
districts as a mockery of democracy.

The Press release by the party

states that the ground situation in the
north was not appropriate for holding
alections as those areas were under
army occupation. Around 650 people
have disappeared, with the possibility
of more disappearances.

Dr. Karunaratne said that 50 per-

cent of the population in those areas
were displaced, scattered and trauma-
tised. He described the government
decision as “riding roughshod over tha
mass mood and sensibilities of the
Tamils and tha vulnarable position that
they are in today"

I8
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" by N. Shyamala Devi
[a almost 50 years of Sri Lanka’s Inde-
dence neither have women held more
than five percent of the seats in parliament
nor has their representation in the provin-
cial councils and local authorities exceeded
this level.

Pointing out this as unfair, the Minister
of Women's Affairs Mrs Hema Ratnayake
has written to Justice and Constitutional
Affairs Minister G.L. Pieris urging just rep-
resentation of women in parliament and in
all levels of government.

. She has explained the striking imbalance
-t present in the 225 member parliament
> with only 11 of them being women.

-+ The political vacuum is even more seri-
. Qusatin the provincial councils without one
. single woman to represent 9.5 million
. women in Sri Lanka, who constitute 51 per-

cent of the national population.

mo'ROf 2.3'5nld provincial members there are

there are only 42 women i

the 1.1@1‘@ authorities. ki v

Minister Mrs Ratnayake has meanwhile

C”‘.‘
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requested all the political parties to guar-
antee the participation of ‘a’set quota for
women in parliament, the provincial coun-
cils and government service.

She has recorded her hope that this weak-
ness would be addressed and rectified
through the electoral process, recommend-
ing that one-third of the seats be reserved
for women, at all positions of government,
for a period of 15 years.

The Women's Affairs Minister has pro-
posed:

'Under the system of propotional repre-
sentation by guarantecing that 1/3rd of the
total number of seats in Parliament are given
to women. Thus where 196 members are
elected on the PR system, at least 65 of those
members should be women.

By reserving a specific portion of the na-
tional list for women. Where 29 members
are nominated under the National List at
least 9 (1/3rd) should be women. . .

women. Political

,‘. N —al.

Unfair representation of women in government

women in proportion @&
to the number of votes
they received. Thus in
a 225 member parlia-
ment a separate Na-
tional List of 50 mem-
bers (22%) for women
would be created. Po-
litical parties would
nominate women
members according to
their shares of the na-
tional vote. Where the first past the post
system is employed the creation of mult
member constituencies should be explored.
At least one member from each of the mula
member constituencies should be a woman.
Thus in a three member constituency, the
candidates thet poll the highest are elected,
but the third member is the Woman candi-
date who polls the mext highest there
should be a sufficient number of multi
 member constituencies (0 guarantee that at
&M]Spacmmfumoul number of those
- “elected are woman.'

Minister, Hema
Ratnayake




The NI Interview

'S a birdlike figure, shightly built with sparkling cyes, quick

gestures and an easy smile. But don't be I'ool'cd _h)‘ ;{hc i

apparent physical frailty of this 62-year old LIC”C‘H l-';’:,Ph

15 anything but frail. Father Emmanuel spells trouble I .

for the Sn Lankan authonties who are committing m.rocnncs
in the name of *ridding the country of Tamil Tiger terrorism” and for
complacent Catholic bishops who are Keeping quicl_aboui . .

This priest’s version of Christianity is pretty .\lrm_ghlfonvard: I
think that in the Church. if you hiave too much Securily you are not a
Chnistian.” He wants the bishops 10 go 10 his native Jaffna and see
for themselves. ' believe the truth
liberates.” he says simply. *But the
bishops prefer not to po. And so
the sins of destruction must be laid
al the doors of these bishops’
houses.” Clearly he is not 2 man to
mince his words or meckly accept
4 limp excuses. What he finds most
frustrating is that he believes that
the Catholic Church in Sri Lanka
could act as a powerful mediating force to help end a
war waged by the mainly Buddhist Sinhalese against
the mainly Hindu Tamils,

In a world where the words ‘Tamil’ and ‘Tiger'
have become almost synonymous, Father Emmanuel
makes an important distinction. 1 am a Tamil but I am not a Tiger,'
he says. ‘I am a church man, A new brand of churchman.’ He
refutes as Government propaganda the message that the Tamil
Tigers are ‘not true representatives’ of the Tamil people,

“They do have widespread support,” he says. ‘They are de facto
the representatives of the people. and actually give protection to
Tamils." But. he adds: *As a Christian I can’t support violence. The
war must stop. The Tamils want peace.’

VANESSA BAIND

But he is also committed 10 the

cause of Tamil independence
from Sri Lanka. For him
the seeds were sown
back in 1956

Father
Emmanuel

Vanessa Baird meets a Catholic
priest who practices his Christianity
under fire in the Tamil capital of Jaffna.

when, as a student in Colombo, he witnessed the firg antj
riots. ‘1 saw Tamil students being thrown into the Jake.
were killed.

‘Then in 1958 the Govemment passed legislation making it
harder for Tamil students to get into higher education, They had 1o
get higher marks than Sinhalese students. And they were
discriminated against in employment.’

In 1977 there was another round of anti-Tamil violence. More
died. Seventy per cent of Tamils voted to separate from the resy of
Sri Lanka and create their own Tamil Eelam in the Northem part of
the country, with Jaffna as its capital.

‘It was a cry for survival,’ says the priest. ‘“The youth
took up arms in response to almost 20 years of state
terronsm.” It was then the Tam
Tigers were born.

Many who know him think
that if Father Emmanuel had
followed a more conventional
career he would be a bishop or
an archbishop by now. Instead
he is the vicar general for the
diocese of Jaffna. He wanted 10
be in Jaffna with his people. It
was a time when many would
have given a lot not 1o be there.
The city was under heavy aerial bombardment, courtesy of the Sn
Lankan military. It was cut off from the rest of the country the
victim of a savage economic blockade. ‘There was no lelephone, no
electricity, no fuel, little food, no water pumps.”

While fellow academics and theologians were publishing books
this priest was struggling with scraps of paper and candles. The only
thing that came in ample supply were bombs, ‘The Govemment said it
Was targeting Tamil Tiger strongholds. But 99 per cent of the bombs
were falling on ordinary citizens. Two of our churches were hit.'

Then in Autumn of 1995 (he people of Jaffna heard that the army
Wwas about to wage a major assault. They were going 1o ‘liberate’

~Tami]
Thousands

lraumatic exodus, ‘The army captu
Emmanue]. “They hoisted a flag and claimed victory. For two
months the city was without people. *

It's almost impossible for outsi
to find out what js happening in Ja

International Red Cross and Médecins Sans Frontidres have had to
leave after their vehicles were commandeered and the rules and
curfews imposed on personnel made it impossible for them to camy
out their work. Yer the stories that are, in one way or another.
ﬁllcl:mg out are hair-rmsing: young girls being g‘{ng raped by
soldiers; bodies of children in Jaffna school uniforms being washed
up along the Mullaitivy coast In gunny bags.

“This is a war 0ing on behind closed doors, " says Father
Emmanuel. ‘The only information getting out is from the military
sources in Colombo, | come out of the area as one from the grave
and .l know what is BOINng on in this so called “war for peace”

... The Tamil today," says Father Emmanuel with graphic passion.
1S 4 person in g closed, darkened room, being shelled from above,
being denied food and medicine. Give him or her the basic things

and he or she can talk, can NEgotiate peace - but not under these
current conditions.*

As he is preparin
of trepidation. T
Lanka has only
fear they wi 1
touching facey
do wha he Knc

red an empty city,” says Father

ders, including foreign journalists,
ffna. Aid workers from the

£ 10 leave Father Emmanuel reveals a glimpse
- Bet home he will have to go through Colombo. Sri
One airport. *1 fear going 1o Colombo." he says. 'l
ake me for g Ierrorist even at my age. " It's another

of his courage: 1o feel fear, look it in the face, and stil
WS he has 1o, .









By Elmo Leonard

i > tifue with large scale capital
oot wglﬁm‘g\ut replace it with joint ven-
iﬁw and educational transfer, Norwegian
: in Sri Lanka, Jon Westborg, said in
ecian assistance to Sri Lanka currently
s ot Rs. 10 billion mark. There were over one
Norwegian-involved projects, in the |slgnd
the moment on some small and some mc:?zum
_ Speaking on Sri Lanka-Norway relations,
voy Westborg, said that trade opportumities

between the two nations stood at its highest follow-
ing a large Norwegian delegation visit to the island
during the Sri Lanka EXPO ‘97 exhibition, held'in
October. Further, during the current year the highest
number of joint ventures and memorandums of
understanding between the two nations were signed.

The government of Norway viewed the war in Sn
Lanka as wasteful, and one which would do good to
any one, Envoy Westborg, said. The Norwegians
view was for high priority of employment generation
in Sri Lanka. In the event of an end to the war there
would be spate of imports and exports between the
two nations. The Norwegian government and the

THE SUNDAY OBSERVER, NOVEMBER 30 1997

Norway views war in
Sri Lanka as wasteful

people had no prejudices against the Sinhalese or the
Tamils living in Sri Lanka. They advocated an end to
the war. Answering questions, Westborg said, Nor-
way would negotiate between the two factions, if
requested to do so.

There were around ten thousand Sri Lankan
refugees in Norway. Also, there was about six thou-
sand Norwegians of Sri Lankan descent living in that
Scandanavian nation. The law in Norway allowed
anyone to protest, being part of its democratic frame-
work. But, protest had to conform to norms within
the Norwegian Law, Ambassador Westborg, sad m
answer to questions.

Presidential Commission Report

UNP rigged the
polls in Jaffna

THE UNP rigged the polls in the
1994 general elections to help a Tamil
political party to win a considerable
number of seats in the Jaffna electoral
district in an attempt to form a govern-
ment. The UNP had done this knowing
that the party would not be able to win
enough seats to form a government on .
its own.

This has been revealed in a Presi-
dential Commission on inquiry report
submitted to President Chandrika
Kumaratunga on Friday. High Court
Judge G. M. S. Samaraweera, Com-
missioner, was appointed (o probe the
activiies in relation to the general
¢lections held in August, 1994, and the
elections to the local authorities in the
Eastern Province and to the Vavuniya
Urban Council held on March 1, 1994.

According to the Commission
report, some areas in the Jaffna’

suly were brought under :

control and administered by the army.
Later, polling booths were set up in
these arcas and polls rigged to help an
independent group to win the majority
of seats.

Former Secretary to the President K.
H. J. Wijedasa, on the orders of former
President D. B..Wijetunga had seat a
letter to the former IGP Frank Silva
asking him to appoint Major General
Lucky Algama and DIG Merril
Gunaratne to the Security Co-ordinat-
ing Committee. However, no inquiries
had been made by from the IGP before
the appoigtments were made,

In the evidence before the Commis-
sion, former IGP Frank Silva has said
that former Defence Secretary General
Hamilton Wanasinghe on August 12,

, contacted the Antomey Geoerffk
# 4'\who in tan asked the SP to be presen(

Silva has further stated that there was
no necessity to make sdch appoim-
ments and that these appoil
were pot discussed. He has
stated before the Commission
postings were made four days
the elections. Since there had hegh
other officers posted for duty there, the
service of the newly-appointed i
were redundant, the former IGP I
told the Commission, o3
SP Pathirana has told the Commim’
sion that during July-August, 1994, het
had been working in the
Police division. On August 12, Mib
hana HQI Kingsley Perera i
SP Pathirana over the telephone
Attorney General Tilak Marapona
looking for Mr. Pathirana.
ly, at 6 in the moming, Mr.
had

]

-

at President's House at 8 30 am. -.‘:
When the SP amived at '

House he had seen Defeace

Hamilton Wanasingbe,

seka and Brigadier ‘
visitors room. Later, Dr. Jayalath
Jayawardena had joined them, b
At the President’s House discussion

it was decided to send SP Pathirana &/
the North and also to estab*!lish new
lling booths in the North. However,
E?nce 8tl\e Election Commiuioner_
de Silva :ndm

elections Commissioner in ¢ ;
Jaffna Lakshman Perera had strongly
protested al the move it was not carried

t.
wThe Commission report also states
that Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena had
U e where elections were
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Tamil partiés.cbnde'mn. limiting
number of visits to PTA detainues

of the policeInthearea g justice to national

By Franklin R.

tyspplpn
Eight Tamil politi-
cal parties yesterday
condemned vehe-
mently and appealed to
President Chandrika
Kumaratunga to with-
draw on humanitarian
grounds the new regu-
lations that restrict, vis-
its to PTA detainees Lo
one a week, Tamil po-
litical sources said.
The parties that ap-
were the TULF,
EPDP, EPRLF, CWC,
TELO, UPF, DPLFand
EROS. i
In this connection
President of TELO S.
Yinothalingam_ has
written to the President
appealing tc her to
withdraw this new
regulation  which
would be not in the in-

This regulation wis
proclaimed by the

President under the.

Public Security ActNo.
40 and issued under a
new gazette notifica-
tion on December 10,
1997 under Emergency
Regulations, regulating
visits of ‘persons ‘de-
tained under the PTA:

It says that only one
person named by a de-
tainee could see him
once.a week and the
person visiting should
obtain prior permission
and recommendation

of his

abode.

minorities these types

Viriothalingam in his f regulations will not
letter had stated, that el the process of na-

this will lead to misuse
of powers to unimagi-
nable proportions.
Therefore we eamnestly
requested the president
to withdraw this regu-
lation. :
The propaganda
secretary of TELO and
former Provincial Min-
ister of Northeast Abu
Yusuf said when the
govemment is trying to
tell the world it is do-

tional reconciliation in
the long run.

Mr. Yusuf said this
regulation will be defi
nitely used by forces
that are hellbent to mis-
use this in their per-
sonal interests leading

to untold hardships 1o
Tamil people,

Meanwhile (his
regulation was o come
into force from Janu-
ary 19, 1998 and per-
sons visiting PTA de-
tainees at Kalutara and
other prisons had been
asked to bring along
police clearance certifi-
cates.

Floods hit cultivators

(From Addalaichchenai corr.)

About twenty thousand acres of pnddy’
fields in Ampara district area have been badly
affected as a result of floods caused by North-

Eastern monsoonal rain.

Ampara Government Agent office sources
said relief assistance by way of dry rations would
be given for iwo more weeks to those affected.|

In the meantime, a fast spreading lal"
disease has also affected cultivation. !

The agricultural authorities have war
farmers about the discase and have given
instructions on how 10 combat it.

THE SUNDAY LEADER, JANUARY 18,1998

MP calls for an
end to shelling

Jaffna elections violate HR

.IA_FFNA clections are a vio-
lation of human rights and a
provocation by the govern-
menttoincite violence, Chicf

ecutive, Chamber of Le-
gal Analysis Rescarch and

BATTICALOA district TULF MP Joscph Para
called upon the president to put an end to im

rajasingham
fiscriminate

shelling from army ¢camps in Valaichchenai

In a letter addressed to the presic
request the army commander to instructt
to refrain from shelling the ncighbouring arcas
affected civilian life and even caused damages

property.

sense or sensibility for a last-
ing peaceful solution whilst
paying lip service to peace
while waging 4 war project-
ing an image in the
international arena that it is

jent, he urged her 10

he army personné
as it'has

o prwale

most of them are living In
refugee camps 18 therc any
necessity for provincia
council electons?.” Raja- |

ratnam questioned
“This government is t 10
ACT T I T L
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1974

L}

The Fourth International Tamil Research Conference held on 10/1/74 in
Jaffna was disrupted by the Sri Lankan Police.
9 Tamils were brutally killed.

(Violation of UDHR articles - 2, 3, 20, 27)
1979

Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) was introduced in Sri Lanka. This Act
gives a free hand to the Security forces to arrest, detain, torture, rape, kill
and dispose bodies with impunity. Arrested people could be detained for
three months without being produced them in courts. (July)

(Violation of UDHR articles - 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12)

1981 The Jaffna Public Library containing 95,000 volumes was completely

destroyed in a fire set by a group of Police officers who went on a rampage
in the Jaffna city on May 31, 1981.

95,000 volumes of unrecoverable-invaluable books were burnt.

(Violation of UDHR articles - 2, 21, 24, 27)

1983 - The Government masterminded anti-Tamil riots in July 83. More than
6,000 Tamils were killed by the Sinhalese in the South. Tamil houses
and businesses were looted and destroyed. Tamils living in the South
were sent in ships to the North and East by the government.

250,000 Tamils were made refugees
2,500 Tamils were burnt or hacked to death
500 Women were raped
53 Tamil political prisoners were brutally murdered in the
maximum security Welikadai prison on 25-27th July.

(Violation of UDHR articles - 3,6,8,12,13,14.17,23,24,26)

1984 - Tamils living in the North-East were arrested, tortured and killed. Women
were raped, many disappeared. Tamil properties were looted or
destroyed by the Sri Lankan security forces. Air Force bombers dropped

napalm bombs in residential areas causing severe loss and damage to
Tamil people and their property.

Date The Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) and the E

(EH) adopted by the governmant are helping the security forces to carry on
with all sorts of human rights violations with impunity.

(Statistics appeared in our December 1997 issue)

(UDHR was completely violated)

mergency Regulations

1990 - Economic embargo in Tamil areas. Food, medicine, electricity supply and
To Date other important items are denied. ' ' e

(Statistics appeared in our December 1997 issue
(Violation of UDHR articles - 22, 25, 26) ;

UDHR =  Universal Declaration of Human Rights
04/02/1998

Tamil Centre for Human Rights - FRANCE



Island of Sri Lanka
Human rights . Facts and figures

Emergency regulations and the Prevention and Terrorism Act (PTA .
. : , are two major |
which cause most of the human rights violations in Sri Lanka. 'f‘hese) two laws gieép a far::

hand to the Security forces to arrest, detain, torture, rape, kill and dispose of bodies with
impunity.

Anyone could be detained without any legal procedings for nearly three months, on mere
suspicion alone. '

Since 1948, the year of Independence, the Sinhala dominated governments have
appointed a few commissions to inquire into injustice committed against Tamil people.
These violations include communal riots, mass killings, vandalism on Tamil cultural
heritage, etc. In fact all these commissions were appointed due to pressure from various

International bodies! But the commission reports are shelved and the security personnel
who committed crimes against Tamil people are never punished.

The fifteen year long war against the Tamil people have resutted in the following :

60,000 Tamil people had been killed in the North-East of Island This is two percent
(2%) of the total population of the Island. In other words, an average of
nine (9) Tamil people had been killed for a day; or for every 50 Tamil
people one had been killed.

450,000  Tamil people have sought refugee status in Europe and other countries.
This is 15% of the Tamil population.

900,000  Tamil people are displaced within North-east of the Island.
This is 30% of the Tamil population.

200,000  Tamil children's education affected due to either the destruction of school
buildings through aerial bombings of conversion of school buildings into
military camp.

25,000 Families have lost their bread winners. More 25,000 women forced to be
widows.

200,000  Tamil houses destroyed. Nearly 800,000 to 900,000 people are without
shelter and most of them live in shrub jungles or under rees.

1,600 Buildings of religious places, such as Churches and Temples had

been destroyed in aerial bombing. 2471211997

Tamil Centre for Human Rights - (T CHR)

¢ les drolts de I'homme - (CTOH)
~n Centre Tamoule :.mrlu R Apivapive
95140 - Garges les gonease
FRANCE

Fax : 01 40 38 28 74










