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PRESS RELEASE

KUMAR PONNAMBALAM BESTOWED WITH THE
‘MOST EMINENT PERSON’ AWARD

Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam, the assassinated Tamil political leader, is bestowed with the
Most Eminent Person (Mamanithan) award by the LTTE leadership for his dedicated patri-
otism and for his outstanding contribution to the cause of Tamil liberation. Conferring this
highest national award for extra-ordinary services on Mr. Ponnambalam, the LTTE leader
Mr. Pirapaharan praised him as a great patriot who courageously championed the freedom
of the Tamil nation.

In a special statement issued yesterday Mr. Pirapaharan categorised Mr. Ponnambalam as
a revolutionary political leader who fought for human justice with sincere determination
and commitment. Living in the heart of the Sri Lanka capital and disregarding the dangers
that threatened his life, he challenged the evils of Sinhala chauvinism, the LTTE leader ob-
served.

"Mr. Ponnambalam was an outstanding patriot who deeply loved his Tamil homeland. He
supported the formation of an independent Tamil state based on the right to self-
determination of the Tamil people. He firmly believed in the armed revolutionary struggle
as the authentic political mode for the emancipation of the Tamils. Therefore, he openly
and courageously supported the LTTE and its political ideology. He defended the cause of
our liberation movement in the international arena. His courage, dedication and the deep
commitment with which he contributed to the cause of freedom is highly commendable”,
Mr Pirapaharan declared.

Released by the International Secretariat of LTTE,



Posthumous honour
from the LTTE

ln conferring the "Mamanithan” award to the late
Mr. Ponnambalam, LTTE leader Mr. Velupillai Prabhakaran
said in his citation:

"The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam wish to
express their deep shock and profound grief over the
brutal killing of Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam, a courageous
Tamil leader who fearlessly exposed the hypocrisy of the
Sinhala state and audaciously championed the cause of the
Tamil nation.

"We accuse the Sri Lanka government and the Tamil
quisling groups of masterminding and executing this heinous
crime to silence a brave, daring voice of reason that
defended the rights of the Tamils. Mr. Ponnambalam'’s

Twa barristers, two doctors, the : :
Ponnambalam  family, wife sudden death is a great and irreparable loss to the

Yoealuckshmy, son Gajendrakumar — Tamils, @ monumental tragedy that has befallen the Tamil
and daughter Mrinalini. nation at a critical historical time.

"Faced with constant threat to his life and property, Mr. Ponnambalam lived in
the heart of the Sri Lankan capital and boldly challenged his racist adversaries. His
speeches and writings which touched on extremely controversial issues expressed his
truthfulness, genuineness, uprightness and indomitable spirit for justice.

"He pleaded for the rights and liberties of thousands of innocent Tamils in
Colombo who were subjected to constant persecution at the hands of the tyrannical
Sinhala state. He also voiced Tamil rights at international forums.

“Mr. Ponnambalam was the only Tamil leader who openly and fearlessly supported
the armed freedom strugele of the Liberation Tigers. He endorsed the policy of the LTTE
as the authentic political objective based on the right to self-determination of the Tamil
people.

"By his eallant and heroic life in advancing the legitimate cause of the Tamils
amidst all dangers, Mr. Ponnambalam has earned the respect and admiration of his
people as a true Tamil patriot”

Hot Spring, Jan. - Feb. 2000



53rd Session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
Geneva - 10th March to 18th April 1997

Statement by G. G. Ponnambalam Esqr.

On Behalf of the Humanitarian Law Project

Mr. Chairman,
I thank you for your indulgence in permitting this intervention.

I take this opportunity to highlight a situation that requires the urgent and immediate attention,
and intervention, of this Assembly.

Coming from Sri Lanka as I do, and belonging to the Tamil Nation of that island, I woul
like to focus your attention more particularly on arrests, detention, torture, imprisonment an
disappearances.

It is important that this Commission focuses its attention on these matters, at once, because
there is a war going on in that island, directed against the Tamils, and waged now on the sinister
philosophy of a “War for Peace”.

In this war situation in North-East Sri Lanka-the traditional homeland of the Tamils-which has
been going on for about 15 years and which has now escalated into genocidal proportions, one finds
a total disregard of all the principles relating to detention, a negation of the provisions of the Geneva
Conventions and their Additional Protocols, which are really legal instruments, and callous violations
of the customary international humanitarian law that are universally accepted and applicable in times
of armed conflicts.

The Sri Lankan government security forces persecute Tamils throughout the island with
arbitrary arrests, indefinite detention, torture, involuntary disappearances, and extra-judicial killings.
In short, every Tamil man or woman has become a target.

The Sri Lankan Government also permits the existence of shadowy para-military groups, who
are really hitmen and henchmen of poor-calibre politicians, who also indulge in the crimes
mentioned above.

Arbitrary arrests is helped by the fact that there is no uniformity in the legal provisions
regarding this matter. The normal law, Prevention of Terrorism Act, and Emergency Regulations are
in force and deal with this matter. Any policeman, a policeman of high rank and any member of
the army, navy, air force and police, respectively could arrest under these laws.

In the matter of detention, again, there is no uniformity and, therefore, much confusion. There
is no provision for detention under the normal law. But under the Prevention of Terrorism Act, a
detention order is issued initially by a high-ranking police officer, and thereafter, extended by the
Minister of Defence, who is a high-profile politician from the party in power. Under the Emergency
Regulations, there is a distinction between arrests made in the North-East and arrests made in
Colombo. In the North-East, a high ranking police officer or army officer can issue a detention order
but to have the period extended, they have to goto the Secretary, Ministry of Defence, who is a
bureaucrat and a high-profile political appointee. As regards Colombo, a high-ranking police officer
can issue a detention order which can be extended by the Secretary, Ministry of Defence.

During the period of detention, hapless Tamils are tortured and confessions extracted or
“manufactured”. Such “confessions” have been rejected when examined by Courts of law.



The gang rape of teenage Jaffna schoolgirls Krishanthy Kumarasamy, Rajani Velayuthapillai
and Theenuka Selvarajah and the subsequent murders of the first two girls, have created international
revulsion.

There have also been involuntary disappearances of Tamils not only in the North-East but also
in Colombo. After 5th December 1995, there has been a startling increase in the incidence of
involuntary disappearances in the North which has been confirmed by Jaffna’s Government Agent
and this phenomenon is continuing unabated even today.

Cases of extra-judicial killings have also made headline news internationally. In the Kumarapuram
Massacre in the Trincomalee District, 26 Tamil bodies were found floating. In the Nothern town of
Vavuniya, burnt bodies of two Tamils were found on the road and only last week, the bodies of two
young Tamil women were found killed and left on the road in Vavuniya. When there was a jail
break in Trincomalee, five Tamils who remained in the jail without running away were taken to the
seashore and shot dead from in front.

The impunity of, and the immunity for, those responsible for human rights violations and
breaches of humanitarian law is a shocking state of affairs in Sri Lanka. The six soldiers suspected
in the Kumarapuram Massacre, the ten Special Task Force commandos suspected in the floting-
bodies cases, the six police officers suspected in the burnt-bodies cases, have all been enlarged on
bail, and there have been no cases instituted against them to date.

Many of the human rights violations in which the Tamils have been at the receiving end, have
been carefully catalogued and documented by many organizations, both in Sri Lanka and abroad. One
such document has been expressly put out for this Session by the Tamil Centre for Human Rights,
which I find in the hands of many of those attending this Session. It will be interesting to note that
that document refers only to incidents of human rights violations from 1st January 1996 up to 21st
December 1996 and is issued as a challenge to the Sri Lankan Government to deny any of the
incidents mentioned therein.

These abuses of human rights are due to the occupation of an alien Sri Lankan army in the
traditional homeland of the Tamils. I say “alien” because the Sri Lankan army, which is composed
of Sinhalese to the extent of 99%, do not speak or understand the Tamil Language nor are they
mindful of the culture and religions of the Tamils. The continued presence of the Sinhala army of
occupation, in the traditional homeland of the Tamils will not only lead to further violations of
human rights but will also obstruct any attempts to have a necotiated nalitical settlement to the
Tamil Problem of 50 years.

All this is now compounded by the fact that, though the Sri Lankan Government was forced
to lift a censorship on news concerning the war, due both to internal and international pressure, there
is in place, today, an almost total prohibition for both local and foreign media personnel from going
to the North, to see for themselves what is happening and to assess, objectively, the human rights
situation there.

The plight of the Tamils in the Island of Sri Lanka, in the particular matter of detention and
torture therefore, demands an urgent and immediate response from the international community. We
urge, therefore, asa matter of urgency, that the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the
Special Rapporteur on Torture go to Sri Lanka to investigate the report on the human rights and the
humanitarian law situation.

Thank You.



55th Session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
Geneva - 22nd March to 30th April 1999

Statement by G. G. Ponnambalam Esqr.

On Behalf of the

International Association of Democratic Lawyers

Agenda Item on Civil and Political Rights, including the questions of (a)
Torture and detention (b) Disappearances and summary executions (c) Freedom
of expression (d) Independence of the judiciary, administration of justice,
impunity (e) Religious intolerance, 9 April 1999

Vannakkam, Madam Chairperson,

Despite clear and universally agreed standards, violations of basic and fundamental rights
continue in many parts of the world. The Geneva-based Centre for the Independence of Judges and
Lawyers, recently carried out a fact-finding Mission in Sri Lanka, and concludes that:

“The present and previous Governments of Sri Lanka have been in serious breach of their
obligations to ensure to all individuals, subject to their jurisdiction, the rights recognised by
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.”

Freedom of expression, a question we are considering under item 11, is included in Chapter
Three of the Constitution of Sri Lanka captioned ‘Fundamental Rights”. Article 14 (1) (a) reads thus:
“every citizen is entitled to freedom of speech and expression including publication”.

In August 1983, the Parliament of Sri Lanka passed what is popularly referred to as the Sixth
Amendment to the Constitution which made it an offence to advocate separation. This Amendment
was passed in the wake of the disgraceful pogrom against the Tamil Nation in Sri Lanka that made
the then Sri Lankan Government and the extreme chauvinist section of the Sinhala Nation a laughing
stock in the eyes of the world. The Amendment was passed when no Tamil Member of Parliament
from the North and East of Sri Lanka was present in Parliament.

In the very recent past, we have seen two separate incidents concerning another dimension to
freedom of expression. In November 1998, as the General Secretary of the oldest Tamil recognised
political party in Sri Lanka, I was interviewed in Sinhala over the Swarnavahini television’s Sinhala
channel, where although not being a spoksperson for the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
I said I support their political ideology. Immediately thereafter there were written and verbal attacks
and threats on me, emanating from the racist section of the Sinhala Nation. Their attitude was
encouraged enthusiastically by the Sinhala pro-Government print media. Soon the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) was involved and visited my home twice and I was interrogated for many hours.

Though the LTTE is a banned organisation in Sri Lanka at the moment, the LTTE’s political
wing, the People’s Front of the Liberation Tigers (PFLT) is yet a recognised party in Sri Lanka and
has been so since 1987 and the PFLT has not been banned.

In contrast in February 1999, a number of members of the Buddhist and Christian clergy went
into the jungles on their own and met with high-ranking members of the LTTE and had discussions.
Thereafter, there was wide publicity to this meeting in the print and electronic media. But there was
no objection from the extremist section of the Sinhala Nation for going to meet a banned
organisation - perhaps because all who went were Sinhalese!



With regard to disappearances and summary executions, the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances, in its Report prepared for this 55th Session of the Commission states
that in Sri Lanka, “disappearances continue to occur at high levels”.

On July 3rd 1998, an army soldier, named Rajapakse, just convicted of murder by the High
Court of Colombo, reported to the same Court a mass grave of about 400 persons in a vast desolate
tract known as Chemmani in the Jaffna Peninsula. This disclosure became  International news
immediately. Even after 9 months today, the most elementary step of taking Rajapakse to the site
and asking him to point out the exact spot has not been done. Instead, a dubious drama has just
been enacted by the Sri Lankan government of getting some experts to give a report as to whether
the “soil has been disturbed”.

I am aware that what I am about to say now may shock this august audience, but coming
from the island of Sri Lanka, it behoves me to speak what is happening there.

An incident took place late in February 1999. The head of one Rajaratnam Rajeswaran was
found in the drain opposite the Jaffna New Market. Investigations revealed that Rajeswaran’s identity
card was with the Army at one of the Vadamarachchi check points and that the head belonged to
a torso that was found in the toilet pit of an abandoned house in Nelliady within the Vadamarachchi
area and about 25 miles away from where the head was found. As if this were not enough, there
are 15 check points between the places where the head and the torso were found!

On 25th March 1999, construction workers were digging a part of the Durayappah Stadium
in the heart of Jaffna City and about five miles from Chemmani itself, when they came across at
least ten skulls and a pile of human bones. The find was reported to the police and the Municipal
authorities. For almost one week, the police or the authorities did not think it fit to cordon off the
area or to place police guard.

This brings to mind what the Special Rapporteur on extra-judicial, summary or arbitrary
executions has said in his Report after a recent visit to Sri Lanka,

“effective impunity encourages political violence and is a destabilising element in all
contexts of the Sri Lankan socio-political system.... This impunity has led to arbitrary
killings and has contributed to the uncontrollable spiralling of violence... Impunity for
those responsible for human rights violations remains a serious concem”

Madam Chairperson, We therefore call upon this assembly:

To demand of the Sri Lankan government the immediate repeal of the Sixth Amendment
to the Sri Lankan Constitution.

To demand of the Sri Lankan government that Freedom of expression is not selectively
implemented against the Tamils, and

To request that the Sri Lankan government be transparent arid fair in dealing with
sensitive issues such as mass graves and disappearances.

Thank you.



The Last Letter

AN OPEN LETTER TO KUMARATUNGA
23 December 1999

“Your speech reflects your Hatred”

I refer to your Victory Speech of 22-12-99 on your election, once again, as President.

I write as a Tamil Eelavan. But more importantly, I write as an unalloyed, unrepentant
supporter of the political philosophy of the LTTE and as one who, with that conviction, lives in the
South. I write as one who has publicly stated this position of mine not only within this island but
also without, and both verbally and in writing. I write as one whom you have recognized in your
speech. And, I write as one who refuses to be deterred by the naked threats that dot your speech.

Permit me to tell you that your speech reflects the hatred that you have, only too readily,
recognized in others.

Your speech is nauseatingly replete with one word - “peace”. But the tenor of your speech is
anything but one that is, inany way, conciliatory or given to peace.

You have sent a clarion call to all your “Tamil brothers and sisters” with outstretched hands
of friendship. This shows your stark insincerity if one only recalls your speech made many moons
ago, when you inaugurated the Sama Tawalama at Anuradhapura, with the unacceptable posture that
this island is Sinhala land and Buddhist country.

You refer to 18 December 1999 as “the night that will go down in history as the night this
land was touched by the hand of darkness one too many times”. You indulge in this rhetoric because
it happens to concern you. Do you not realize that there are thousands of widows in Tamil Eelam
to whom certain nights have gone down, in their own lives, as nights that have been touched by
the hand of darkness which is yours, as Commander-in-Chief of your armed forces?

You have challenged “those who doubt (your) resolve to lift the curse of hatred and death that
has fallen upon (this) land” to look you in the face now and voice our doubts about the sincerity
of the desire to forge permanent peace. I hasten, with this letter, to say just that to you with all the
vehemence I command. I am fortified in this statement by your victory speech itself.

You want to finish the LTTE. Please do so, it you can. With that will go, for all times, any
prospect of permanent peace in this island. Your election results shows ruthlessly that all Tamils, not
only Tamil Eelavar but also the Upcountry Tamils, not only do not want you because they do not
trust you anymore, but also do not want a political solution from you. This is an indictment on all
your postulations of wanting to forge permanent peace.

Just take your peace packages. There were three in as many years, during the first three years
after the commencement of your tenure. For the next two years, there was not a murmur about those
packages. Even those three packages were diluted with each subsequent appearance! Surely, anyone
who has a genuine desire to bring about a political solution will not trifle with packages every
summer? One stands or falls with just one.

You say that you see very clearly “the enemy that walks so freely” in this island, and you
identify that enemy as “hatred”. No, the enemy you see are the Tamils in this island. Thank God
this is reciprocated by every Tamil worth his salt. This has also been evidenced by the election
results.

You boast that “the entire LTTE terrorist enterprise will fail” against you but, in the same
vreath, you contradict yourself pathetically by wanting the Tamils to bring Prabakaran to the



negotiating table. You have played ducks and drakes for far too long about whether you want to talk
to the LTTE or not. Political maturity demands that you and your Government finally state whether
you want to talk to the LTTE, unconditionally, or not. It is only when this is known definitely will
anybody move in this matter.

) If talking to the LTTE at the negotiating table is your honest position, then your outburst
about “cowards of the LTTE” and “terrorist cowards” or your urge to wipe out the LTTE, must
surely be counter productive. ‘

By all means “clear away the culture of terror and death”, which has become the way of life
in this island thanks to the Sinhalese who first showed everybody the way in June 1956. But you
will realize immediately, as everybody in this island realizes, that you will have to start doing so
at your very own doorstep in the first instance, before you decide to go anywhere near the LTTE!

May I close by referring to your constant refrain about bringing about peace. If you are
hoping to bring about peace through any one of your packages, please forget it. The Tamils have
shown unmistakably that they are not interested in you or in your peace packages.

In fact, if the Tamils are worth their salt, they will not want anything dished out by you, or
for that matter, by your adversary. Why should we? We Tamils were not born to depend on the
“pbenevolence” of the Sinhalese or on what they choose to dish out to us. A part of this island
rightfully belongs to the Tamils, in as much as the other part rightfully belongs to the Sinhalese.
This must be appreciated by the Sinhalese.

As far as the Tamils are concerned, they in turn, must appreciate that if their aspirations hold
that as a Nation they have the right to self-determination and that right is inalienable in that it is
born with them, then they must have the political wisdom, strength and sagacity to exercise that
right and decide their own political future themselves. They have, for far too long, looked to peace
packages, negotiating tables and anything offered or dished out by the Sinhalese. This beggarly
attitude must go. The sooner it goes, the better it is for the Tamils.

The Tamil Nation has, through the Deligation of the Tamil People, solemnly informed.the
world about its aspirations in August 1985 at Thimpu. To go back on that position will be
tantamount to compromising future generations of Tamils yet unborn. The present generation does
not have the right to compromise future generations. Any signal that would give the Sinhalese the
idea that the Tamils are not serious about their aspirations, or that they are climbing down, will be
an act of treachery. The present generation does not seem to tolerate such treachery or to take kindly
to traitors.

May I end by saying that, on the basis of what I have just stated I, persomally, have got
disgusted and tired of talks, third party intervention, etc. My considered conviction is that a political
solution to the Tamil Problem is in the hands of the Tamils themselves and only in their hands and
that the Sinhalese and Tamils can continue to live in this island and in peace only if they live
in two definite and distinct compartments each minding their own business unfettered by the other.
Only such an arrangement will prove relevant that great quotation on peace you have used in your
speech:

“Peace is a battle. Peace is never given freely, never acquired. Its conquest is the result of
courage and of respect for others. It demands awareness and commitment from everyone. Peace is
not the law imposed by the mighty, but that which is founded on equality and dignity of »I'

peoples”

- G. G. Ponnambalam.



VICAR GENERAL
Diocese of Jaffna Bishop’s House

Phone : 021-2161 ’ P. O. Box 2,

Jaffna,
Sri Lanka.

I am very happy to associate myself, on behalf of the Church, with KUMAR
PONNAMBALAM COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE in expressing the appreciation and
tribute of our people for what Kumar believed and stood for and how he sacrificed his life
for the Tamil Nation.

He being the gifted only son of an ilustrious Father, the late Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam
Sr, one of the Founding Fathers of the Tamil Nationhood, he in due course, had blossomed
forth into a very mature, experienced and fearless leader who voiced loud and clear the
cause of his long suffering Brothers and Sisters in our country.

He had been an active Human Rights campaigner, one of the founding member of the
Civil Rights movement in our country, a leading, respected and much -sought after
Attorney—at-Law. He had successfully defended without any fees, many Tamil Youths who
had been arbitrarily arrested and detained in many jails under the obnoxious PTA
regulation. His astute mind and vigilant stand had provided him with ample amunitions to
forcefully express his views and courageously expose all injustices and inhuman actions
against his Tamil Brothren. He was indeed a very courageous Leader who would face any
issues confronting the minorities and forcefully speak out for the whole world to hear. He
contributed greatly to expose the acute and continued problems faced by the Tamil People
in the International forums of many countries and the United Nations Commissions.

He kept up an uncompramising position with the Major Political Powers in his stand
for the Rights and justice for the Tamil People. He served the Tamil cause, considering
it as his sole Mission and heritage he inherited from his great Father. In the present
crucial situation confronting the Tamils, no other Tamil leader dared to speak out or act
forcefully and fearlessly with such deep conviction as Kumar did for which role he had to
pay the supreme price of his precious life, making him a ‘Superman’. His untimely death
has been a great and irreparable loss not only to the Tamils but also to the whole country
at large.

The late Bishop of Jaffna, the Rt. Revd. Dr. J. Emilianus Pillai had been a close friend
and contemporary of the late Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam Sr. As his secretary I had, on many
occasions accompanied the Bishop visiting the family in Colombo. Besides, Revd. Father
G. T. Balasundaram who was my Pastor at Atchuvely and as the one who promoted my
vocation to the Prieathood. I had come close to the family of Kumar and has been meeting
him in Colombo often. When I met him a few weeks before his death, I found him in a
very depressed state and he shared with me the very dangerous situation for the Tamil
people ‘in the country. He said the situation has deteriated into such a hopless and most
precarious position and that we were never ever.in such a dire strait as now. He predicted
that worse times were ahead for our People and that God alone can save us all from
perishing. His vision was so much shaken up and filled with great uncertaintly. How true
and justified were his predictions. '

His great memory will be kept above in the hearts and minds of all our people

always. May God grant him Eternal Rest and Peace with Him.

Revd. Father J. P. E. Selvarajah
Vicar General



Speech made by

Mr. Lasantha Wickrematunge,
Chief Editor, Sunday Leader

On 12-08-2000, at a meeting to release the book “A Tribute to Kumar”

Professor Sivaththamby, Reverend Sirs, Mrs. Ponnambalam and Family, Ladies and Gentlemen,

When Mrs. Kumar Ponnambalam asked me a few days ago whether I could speak a few
words on this occasion to commemorate Kumar, 1 readily accepted the offer because to me it was
a rare privilege to honour not only a great man but a truly sincere friend who was always there
for you at times of need.

To me Kumar was not just a Politician but a very dear friend whom I could always count
on for advice and guidance whenever the occasion arose, whether it was in my personal life or in
my professional life. I would like to speak today very briefly, on some personal experiences I had
with Kumar and give an indication as to what type of a human being Kumar really was.

When I started the Sunday Leader, we started very small and one of the first people I spoke
to about the project was Kumar. At the initial stages, I asked Kumar whether he could help me by
contributing a column to which he readily agreed to. As an infant newspaper we had many problems
to face. As we found our way and found our feet we had to overcome many légal hurdles and it
was always Kumar who was there for us-running to the Press Council, representing the Newspaper
and myself. All without a cent being charged on us. He did that not just for me as a friend but
because he always believed in fighting for truth and justice. Kumar used to always come and tell
me that he never got an opportunity to be heard in the Sri Lankan media because most people did
not like to see things as they were. They always wanted to sugar-coat a bitter pill. But Kumar was
a man who said it as it was.

Kumar was a rebel, a rebel with a cause - the cause of the Tamil people. But his cause did
not stop only at fighting for the rights of the Tamil people. Wherever there was injustice - whether
it involved the Tamil people, the Muslim people or the Sinhala people, Kumar was there for the
fight. People used to brand Kumar, given the time, given the Government in power, he used to be
branded as a LTTE sympathiser.

But Kumar was true to only one cause - and the cause was the rights of the Tamil people.
Let me give you one example. During the 1988 Presidential Elections, the All Ceylon Tamil Congress
entered into an Agreement with several parties including the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and formed
the Democratic People’s Alliance. And Kumar was tirelessly preparing to bring out a manifesto and
incorporated into that manifesto a settlement to the ethnic issue. Having arrived at this solution, at
this settlement Kumar took the position that no settlement will be possible unless the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam was brought into the process and he asked Mrs. Bandaranaike the then
Leader of the Opposition whether he could take this Package and go to the LTTE and he told Mrs.
Bandaranaike in my presence that if you were truly committed to the solution you must send your
son to go with me. On that occasion Mrs. Bandaranaike being the Presidential candidate readily
agreed. And we undertook a hazardous journey to the Vanni. Kumar made all the arrangements
together with Mr. Motilal Nehru and in that delegation I went there because Kumar insisted that 1
come as a media person to report on the incidents, on the understanding that coverage would be



given only if the talks bore results. In that delegation were Mr. Anuruddha Ratwatte, Mr. Anura
Bandaranaike, the late Mr. Dharmasiri Senanayake, Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam and Mr. Motilal
Nehru. We flew from Colombo to Anuradhapura where a van was waiting for us. And from there
we went to Vavuniya by road. It was a time the IPKF was in the North and we had to find various
routes to avoid IPKF patrols and eventually we reached. We were taken to a house where one of
the LTTE leaders identified as Dinesh met with us and then we were taken to the jungles where we
met with one of the LTTE political wing leaders at that time Mr. Dilip Yogi.

At that meeting Mr. Ponnambalam, Kumar, presented a copy of this document to the LTTE
and requested them to consider the document and ensure that negotiations could take place at the
appropriate time after the Elections provided Mrs. Bandaranaike was to win the election. Kumar
was committed to that solution. Unfortunately at that time things worked out differently. But on that
occasion the LTTE was not prepared to look at this document until the Election was over and
Kumar was very agitated. Kumar said we have come all the way here with this document because
we want to settle this problem once and for all for the Tamil people and urged them to reconsider
their position. At that time nobody called Kumar as LTTE sympathiser. He was fighting for a cause.
As the occasion demanded Kumar pushed his case.

Things worked out differently in 1994 and Kumar knew from the very outset that the drama
enacted about Constitutions was nothing more than drama for public consumption. Because I recall
Kumar telling me they have no solution in place because Mr. Ashroff. who was a Minister in the
Government, had told him when Kumar inquired - “What is this Package you want to send to the
North for discussions,” Mr. Ashroff had said “there is no package”. Kumar once again began to
agitate the cause. He spoke out openly. I did not always agree with Kumar. But he used to always
say “Lasantha, we can always argue on the cases but let us have a hearing”. And I can tell you
that whenever Kumar came on a TNL program, that program had the largest audience. Those who
did not agree with Kumar loved to hate him. But they always listened to him. Because though thay
may not have admitted it publicly they admired the courage he showed in his conviction.

Kumar was not just a Politician. I would define him as a giant in the political arena that
we see today. Kumar could have easily compromised his principles and his positions and obtained
silk. Kumar could have easily sacrificed the cause of the Tamils and gone to Parliament. But Kumar
was made of sterner stuff. Not for him were petty positions at the expense of his community. Kumar
believed in a durable solution and as time went by Kumar realised, as I gathered in the Jrequent
conversations I had with him, that a just solution for the Tamils will not be forthcoming in the near
future. That is why Kumar took up this hard line position and went on to take the Government of
the day. Kumar realised that a settlement can only be reached through the Thimpu principles
because the Government, the forces of suppression, would never give in to the just demands of the
Tamils. Eventually when they could not silence Kumar because he was an eloquent speaker both
locally and internationally, I can still remember Kumar going on to that Swarnavahini program, the
live program, and speaking in Sinhala and answering hundreds of questions in Sinhala, where he
clearly proved not only the cause he was fighting for but the injustice in the system. And the Jorces
of suppression, unable to stomach what Kumar said that night, sent the CID after him. They wanted
to prosecute him for what he said because he spoke the truth.

Soon after the Presidential election, such was Kumadr’s concern - Kumar called me a few days
after the Presidential Election and said “Lasantha your life could be in danger. I want you to come
and stay at my home with your family”. Kumar himself was in danger but he had still the largesse



of hearts to think of me as a friend first. He did not mind attracting danger to himself by giving
me refuge in his house on that occasion. But he readily invited me, and I can steel remember, when
I went to pay my last respects to Kumar, the first words Yogi told me was “Lasantha, Kumar
wanted to protect you and for you to be here and see what they did to him”

Just after the Presidential Election and after the Presidential address on national television,
Kumar replied the President. It was a hard hitting reply. Kumar brought that reply to me and said
“Lasantha, can you please publish this”. Normally I would always publish Kumar’s material. But
on that occasion I advised Kumar. I said “Kumar give it a week or two. I admire your courage but
we see that a Government that has gone off the rails”. We had information about various acts they
were planning to commit at that time and I told Kumar, “Go slow. Let this Article be for two
weeks”. But Kumar being what he is, said “Lasantha you keep it out of the Sunday Leader but 1
will do what I will”. And he had the Article published through the Internet and some other media
organisations picked it up and not long after Kumar was silenced for ever.

Having silenced Kumar it was not enough. They wanted to desecrate his memory. They
undertook an investigation and from the very outset had their own ideas as to who was behind this
gruesome murder. First they said it was the EPDP. Then they said it was the LTTE. Then it became
a Reserve Police Constable. And 1 learnt at that time that they were trying to direct the
investigations not just to cover up the real killers but as a diversionary tactic to desecrate Kumar's
memory. I informed Yogi of this fact and together with my friend Victor Ivan we started putting the
pieces together and we continued 10 expose the real motives of these forces of suppression. Now it
has come to a stage that the very person who was leading this investigation is on the verge of being
removed because his motives have become an embarrassment to the authorities, because of the
ameteurous way in which he handled and carried out his brief. It went to the point, and Yogi will
bear testimony to this, that when the two witnesses were taken for the Identification Parade of this
Police Seargeant, and 1 will name this person because he dared to desecrete Kumar's memory, SSP
Bandula Wickremasinghe directed the two witnesses 1o identify the suspect by getting him to open
his mouth and looking him at his teeth. All that is now water under the bridge. It is on public
record. And the Attorney- General, when I spoke to him on the last occasion, said he will be taking
action on a letter written by Mr. Daya Perera to see that justice is done in this case.

In conclusion all I can say is this. Kumar did for me personally as a friend so much. I did
not get the opportunity of extending the same help and co-operation to Kumar when le was alive.
But as a friend of Kumar’s and as a media person, together with Kumar's other friends in the
media I will assure you Yogi, we will not allow Kumar’s memory to be desecrated and we will
expose those who try to do it.

Thank you.



Speech made by

Mr. Desmond Fernando

A leading International Lawyer,
President of the International Law Association,

On 12-08-2000, at a meeting to release the book “A Tribute to Kumar”

Chairman Professor Sivathamby, Mrs. Ponnambaium and Members of the Family,

It is a great privilage for me to be here with you today. Kumar Po.‘nnambalam was
one of the greatest Sri Lankans of our generation. In my view, and | speak as a non-lamil,
he was the greatest Tamil political leader of our times - dedicated, courageous and out-
spoken.

Kumar was educated at King’s College, London and Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge,
where he did his Post-graduate studies. He was then called to the English Bar by Lincoin’s
Inn, London. On his return to Sri Lanka he was enrolled as an Advocate of the Supreme
Court.

Kumar was the only son of the late G. G. Ponnambalam, Q.C., the foremost Tamil
Leader of his time. G. G. Ponnambalam was also one of Sri Lanka’s most brilliant orators and
was both a Member of the State Council prior to independence and subsequently a
Member of Parliament. And for sometime when his Party, the All Ceylon Tamil Congress,
joined the Government, he was Minister of Industries in the 1950s. During the time of the
Dudly Senanayake Government in 1965 he led the Sri Lankan deligation fo the United
Nations. Kumar's father was also the leading Criminal Lawyer of his time.

| came to know Kumar well in the 1970s. We were both founder members of the Civil
Rights Movement. Kumar was deeply committed fo Human Rights. He would attend the Civil
Rights Movement Meetings regularly and made useful and well thought out contributions. In
those early days of the Civil Rights Movement the victims of Human Rights violations were
Sinhala youths and Kumar would appear without a fee in cases where Sinhala youths had
been charged. One of his early victories was a difficult case where a Police Officer had
been killed after a demonstration outside the U.S. Embassy. because of a well known
Dharmasekara case. It was a complicated case and Kumar conducted it in Sinhala with his
usual ability and tolerance, and won. He strongly opposed the Criminal Justice Commission
as being a violation of the Rule of Law and the right fo.a Fair Trial. He also realised that
it was a bad precedent for it provided for two parallel systems of Justice. A precedent that
could be followed in the Prevention of Terrorism Act.

From 1978 to 1998 | was the Secretary of the Civil Rights Movement and Bishop
Lakshman Wickremasinghe was its Chairman. At meetings offen | would draft a statement
and Kumar would want the statement to be in stronger language. But Bishop Lakshman
Wickremasinghe would offen tell him "No No Kumar, we would like fo have some moderate
language” and smilingly he would give in fo Bishop Lakshman with a " very well my Lord.”

He was a strong opponent of the 1982 Referendum. He expressed his opposition in
his usual strong language. Kumar was of a particular service to the Civil Rights Movement
during that Referendum. By then, that is 1982, he had become the Leader of the All Ceylon
Tamil Congress. His party was represented in an alliance of political parties opposed to the
Referendum. The Civil Rights Movement's view was that the issue should be fought on the
basis of the principle of regular election alone leaving aside political issues. Kumar who



regularly aftended Civil Rights Movement meetings worked out a strategy on the Referendum.
He was convinced that the approach of the Civil Rights Movement was the right one and
in turn he was able to convince the group of parties with whom he was working tfo fake
the same view. Through Kumar they adopted the C. R. M. draft of the short leafiet “Why you
should vote for the Pot” which became the basis of the country-wide campaign for the
*No Vote.”

Although in recent years Kumar had a very high political profile in public and
controvercial stands on political matters, he was meticulous, he would never bring such
conftroversies in to the Civil Rights Movement. He was a regular user of the Nadesan Centre
Library where he read the latest material on Human Rights. Kumar was by nature democratic,
liberal and tolerant. His commitment to Human Rights never wavered throughout his life.

Kumar was also a Polifician. He was the great son of a great father. Thus serving the
Tamil people was his heritage, his training and his mission. His father led the. Tamil people in
what an English student of the Sri Lankan Ethnic problem has termed the era of responsive
co-operation between Tamil leaders and Sinhalese leaders.

Kumar made the very difficult transition from this position to the advocacy of a
separofe State which was his position at the time of his death. As the core of his position
was his belief that the Tamils should always act with dignity. He believed that the Tamils
should fight for their rights and demand their rights, not negotiate or beg for concessions.
Kumar himself was highly principled and was respected by those who agreed with him and
by those who did not. His political position he expressed in the strongest language, with style
and verve. He was devoted to the Tamil people. He espoused their cause both at home
and abroad. In May this year | was at the Human Rights Commission Meeting in Geneva.
Mrs. Audrey Glover, the leader of the British Deligation to the Human Rights Commission, told
me of the brilliance with which he had presented the case of the Tamil people at the
Human Rights Commission meeting of 1999 in Geneva. She also spoke of his tremendous
commitment fo the Tamil cause and told me that she was extremely upset when she heard
of his mysterious murder. She wondered, and indeed | wonder too, whether any one else
»can speak for the Tamil people with such great eloquence.

He appeared as a Lawyer frequently in cases where Tamils were charged under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act and secured their acquittal. He was a Lawyer of great brilliance.
He was a superb cross-examiner in both English and Sinhala. He was also deeply concerned
at the plight of the Tamils in Colombo who underwent great harrassment, and it was to
Kumar that they came for he had the oratorical power of a Perideese, the courage of a
lion and the kind heart of a litfle child. At the time of his death he had become the best
loved leader of the Tamils living in the South. Kumar however did not expect his friends to
agree with his political views. His personal relationships were never coloured by his political
beliefs. His closest friends included those who opposed his views strongly and openly.

He was never communal minded. And one of his quadlities was tolerance. He always
enjoyed a good argument. Kumar was a man of immense charm and an excellent
conversationalist. Kumar was a deeply sincere friend. In adversity he stood by his friends and
the achievements of his friends brought him great joy. He was always polite, simple,
unassuming and very gentle. Above all he was a great human being.

My friends, let us‘today, on his Birthday, dedicate ourselves to the cause of Human
Rights and continue fo fight for justice for the oppressed.

| thank you.



Speech made on 12-03-2000 at memorial meeting for Kumar by-

Dr. Wickremabahu Karunaratne
N. S. S. P. Leader

Dr. Mrs. Ponnambalam and other family members, Friends and Comrades. I am
very thankful to the Organisers for giving me this opportunity and giving me this
space to address you.

We are thinking of Kumar. When we think of Kumar we have to think of what
he stood for and what he fought for. Because Kumar is basically a politician. Not orly
just an ordinary Politician but he stood for national liberation of Tamil people. He is
a liberation fighter. Though he did not carry any arms around he was truly a freedom
fighter. Because I can remember once I addressed him as one of the Capitalist Tamil
leaders. He said “Bahu, leave Capitalism and Socialism aside. The first thing is to
liberate my people. In that if you are with me or if you are with us, then we can fight
a more relevant today because it was only last week we witnessed my generation of
Sinhala Capitalistic Leaders let down the Tamil people. It is a big farce from the
beginning to the énd. Because in 1957 when Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, Chandrika’s
father, thought of establishing Provincial Councils or some Regional Councils, there
was an Agreement with the Tamil Leaders. It was a genuine Agreement between
Tamils and Sinhalese. He had conceded to the Tamil demands. Of course he retreated
when the Monks came into the streets and there were demonstrations and he
abandoned the Project. Finally he was killed by the very people who forced him to
abandon the Agreement. This time there was no such Agreement either with
Prabahakaran or any other Tamil leader.

There was no agreement. She was trying to come to an Agreement with the other
Sinhala Leader - Capitalist Leader - Ranil Wickremasinghe. We understand she failed to
come to an agreement. But then she brought this document claiming that it will give
autonomy to the Tamil people. But unfortunately when we think of autonomy to Tamil
people, of devolution of power, we assume that it means devolving power to the Tamil
Nationality. That means to Tamil Home land, recognition of Tamil identity. But this
is precisely what is lacking in that document. There is no recognition of Tamil
Nationality, identiy or homeland. In that sense it is no better than the Provincial
Councials set up even by J. R. Jayawardena. Of course it talks about a lot of Rights
- Fundamental Rights, Human Rights of Women, Children, Butterflies, Plants everything
but not the Tamil nationality. But the Tamil people, the Tamil identity, the homeland
does not exist. The only new idea put forward is the Interim Councils for North and
East for ten years. For ten years she can recognise Tamil nationality. I cannot
understand if she recognises for ten years what happens after. But there again the
Interim Council is not with an Agreement with the people who are fighting there. So
where is she going to establish this Interim Council? Perhaps at Temple Trees - inside
even to come out-so it is a farce from top to bottom. It became a double farce when
all these monks, racists, came out into streets for nothing. There is nothing given to
the Tamil people. Why are they fighting? One monk was trying to commit suicide. All



became a big farce and then she has called it off. Once again what Kumar said or
what Kumar was thinking has become true. You cannot get anything by begging.
Nothing comes out of that. In this scenario the Tamil Liberation Fighters become
relevant. Because it is the only Tamil struggle that is going on. You may disagree with
the methodology, you may disagree with the ideology of the LTTE but still it is a
struggle - a struggle for freedom that is going on. That is all Kumar said. Kumar was
prepared to recognise that and Kumar was trying to convince the Sinhala masses that
they have to recognise that. There is a struggle, it may be a bad struggle, it may be
a wicked struggle, it may be a ferocious struggle but it is the struggle of the Tamil
people and you have to deal with it. You have to come to some compromise with them.
That was the idea he was trying to say. And in that sense all those who are supporting
the war efforts of the Sinhala Regime by money or by supplying people or any other
resources are betrayors of the Tamil people. Not only betrayors of the Tamil people but
betrayors of the demoncracy in this country. Betrayals of tlie civilization in this
country. That is a fact. It is said that you conduct a war against the Tamil Liberation
Fighters, finish the war, get rid of the LTTE and then give autonomy to the Tamil
people. You know what happened. You fight against the LTTE - then it becomes a fight
against the Tamil people. It becomes the destruction of the Tamil homeland, devastation
of the Tamil homeland and then in the end the oppressor cant do anything but to try
and get some kind of legal recognition to the fact that they were conducting a war
against Tamil people. So Chandrika also went along that path. So she is in a disarray
now. So it is when Kumar came out and said this. Kumar stood for not conducting war
in this area. He was saying that any effort, any war efforts in the Tamil homes by
Sinhala armed forces will end up in disaster. So the question is posed the other way
around - you give or recognise the rights of self determination of Tamil people. You
recognise the autonomy of the Tamil people. Then the liberation war will cease -it will
come to an end. Then the people can unite. They will voluntarily come together and
they can establish whatever the Republic they want. This is what Kumar stood for.
And for that he was killed. By whom? After a long time, the Investigating SSP
Bandula Wickremasingha tells us that he was killed by a Racist, a Sinhala Racist. A
certain Constable a certain Police Officer - a Sub Inspector, supposed to be a Racist,
wanted to kill him. May be that S.I. was also a Racist. But we would like to know
who are the people who are behind this. Is it Weera Widana or is it Sihala Urumaya
or it is some other organizatoin or is it some racist behind Chandrika or Ratwatta?
Yes, we would like to know - as long as it is not revealed, as long as the Police is
incapable of coming and telling us, incapable of exposing the powerfull force behind
this. Because a Sub-Inspector cannot get all these resources to kill Kumar Ponnambalam.
It is silly to think of it. So therefore as long as it is not revealed, the finger will be
pointed towards Chandrika. There is no way out. But one thing I have to say. They
can conceal and they can spread all kinds of false ideas about the killing, but whatever
it may be, there will be a time -in time to come -in the near future we will turn this
around and find who killed Kumar Ponnambalam. That will come and that is the day
the peace will come to this country. That is the day there will be real freedom in this
country. Thank you.



Let us translate Kumar’s

dreams and ideas into reality
By V. Thangavelu

WHEN news broke out, exactly a year ago, that Kumar Ponnambalam had been shot dead by
unidentified gunmen in the heart of Colombo, it triggered shock and gloom among the Tamils both
inside and outside Sri Lanka.

At Queens Park, Toronto, in freezing temperature many degrees below zero, more than 4000
Tamils gathered to express their grief and outrage at the dastardly murder of Kumar Ponnambalam.
Members of Federal and Provincial Parliaments, Councilors of the City of Toronto, Representatives
of Human Rights Organizations and community organizations all came to pay him homage.

Not only in Toronto, but around the world, in London, Sydney and Colombo Thousands of
Tamils mourned and staged rallies in his memory. In the Northeast (Tamil Homeland) people
observed hartal by closing shops and schools. Black flags flew all over the towns and individual
homes.

No other death in such cowardly circumstances in recent times have evoked so much anger,
anguish and sorrow as that of Kumar Ponnambalam.

As an “unrepentant supporter of the political philosophy of the LTTE” and fighting like a
ferocious Tiger in the den of the Lion, death was following Kumar like a shadow, but he was
undaunted. He openly spoke and wrote about the plight of the Tamil people, the denial of their basic
rights and freedoms with a passion unrivalled by other Tamil politicians who claimed to represent
Tamils. He wrote against President Chandrika’s regime for its genocidal and brutal war against the
Tamil People. He lambasted President Chandrika, in the same manner he took President Premadasa
to task during his last years, for prosecuting the “War for Peace” as nothing but a cynical ploy
to militarily defeat the LTTE and ipso facto destroy the aspirations of the Tamil people.

Kumar Ponnambalam was steadfast in his belief that any political solution to the ethnic
conflict should be based on the Thimpu principles. He rightly pointed out that the aspirations of the
Tamil people as enunciated in the four-point Thimpu declaration have to be met to resolve the ethnic
conflict. His was an authentic voice of the oppressed Tamil people in defence of their birth rights.

Kumar Ponnambalam drew a distinction between the grievances and aspirations of the Tamil
people. He argued that the Tamil people have taken up arms in self-defence to free themselves from
Sinhala hegemonic rule and to achieve full statehood.

Kumar Ponnambalam laid to great use his debating skills, his mastery of the English language
and his experience as a practitioner of law to catapult the national liberation struggle of the Tamil
people before the bar of world opinion. His mission took him to the far corners of the globe from
Canberra to Ottawa and Washington to Geneva.

Kumar Ponnambalam acted more like a human rights advocate than a politician. He pleaded
in his own efficacious style for justice, equality and dignity to the Tamil people brutalised and



traumatised by an ill-fated war. He decried the Sinhala dominated government’s crude use of naked
military force to solve the political conflict between the Tamil Nation and the Sinhala Nation.

There is not the slightest doubt that it was Kumar Ponnambalam’s fearless advocacy of the
Tamil cause that earned him the wrath of powerful enemies perched at the seat of power. It was
no lesser a person than the President of the country who pin-pointed with uncanny accuracy who
she thought was her enemy.

President Chandrika in her victory speech delivered on December 22, 1999 singled out Kumar
as “one of those who aid and abet terror” just falling short of spelling out his name. She issued
the explicit threat that “Let all those who aid and abet terror be warned... let those who secretly
or openly condone the path of violence pursued by the cowards of the LTTE be warned: the days
of terror in this land are numbered, and that number is small.”

President Chandrika conveniently forgot the fact that it was she who escalated STATE
TERROR, which brought unprecedented death, destruction, misery and tears to thousands of innocent
Tamils. According to Amnesty International report 540 Tamils simply disappeared into thin air after
arrest and torture by the Sinhala armed forces.. While President Chandrika opened up graves at
Sooriyakanda in the south she dug mass graves at Chemmani in the North to bury Tamil youths.

Sensing danger to Kumar’s life from no lesser person than the Head of State, who often
talked like a street ruffian than a holder of an exalted office, many of his friends warned him to
take precaution. There were earlier attempts to arrest him and the CID police have quizzed him
more than once. I personally sent him an e-mail message warning him of the ominous threat to his
life. Taking no chances, 1 managed to get a friend of mine to read President Chandrika’s speech
containing the ominous threat to him over the phone.

From what I learnt later from Mrs. Yogi Kumar Ponnambalam, Kumar himself had no
difficulty in fathoming whom Chandrika had in mind when she spoke about “those who aid and abet
terror”. Undeterred and refusing to be brow-beaten, Kumar wrote in reply a hard-hitting open letter
to President Chandrika Kumar stating, inter alia- “I write as a Tamil Eelavan and as an unalloyed
and unrepentant supporter of the LTTE. I have publicly stated this position of mine not only within
this island but also without. I write as one whom you have recognized in your speech and as one
who refuses to be deterred by the naked threats that dot your speech. “Your election results show
ruthlessly that all Tamils not only Tamil Eelavar but also upcountry Tamils do not want you
because they do not trust You any more” It was an open secret that Kumar Ponnambalam was very
critical of President Chandrika’s regime for its genocidal and brutal war against the Tamil people.
Whatever his enemies might say about his merits or defects, Kumar Ponnambalam emerged during
the late nineties as a symbol of Tamil courage and defiance. More than any one else his assassins
realised this symbolism and therefore decided to eliminate him.

Unsurprisingly, the Police have not apprehended the killers of Kumar Ponnambalam so far.
It is doubtful whether the long arm of the law will ever catch them since the killing was clearly
an inside job, aided and instigated by President Chandrika Kumaratunga herself.

Amantha Perera writing in the Sunday Leader on July 30, 2000 described the investigusion
into Kumar Ponnambalam’s murder by SSP Bandula ‘Show’ Wickremasinghe as ‘Boru Show’!
D. B. S. Jeyaraj wrote an article calling it derisively “A charade of an investigation.”

On behalf of the late Kumar Ponnambalam’s family, their lawyer Daya Perera, PC wrote to
the Attorney General requesting him to remove SSP Wickremasinghe from the investigation “...his



conduct vis-a--vis this investigation shows that his sole objective appears to be to exonerate the
Government of any complicity in the killing of Mr. Ponnambalam at whatever cost. SSP Wickremasinghe
had even before the investigation begun took pains to clear the government’s name. He acted more
like a government representative rather than an investigator attempting to put together the clues. At

one point Show Wickremasinghe had gone so far as to state “this government would not do such
a thing”, and that “the EPDP was behind it.”

SSP Wickremasinghe had also made attempts to bring in an LTTE connection into the murder.
He had told the Ponnambalam family that just after the murder two people were seen at the scene
of the crime wearing jeans similar to those worn by the LTTE!

In Kumar Ponnambalam the Tamil Nation has lost an indefatigable freedom fighter who
fought for the basic rights and aspirations of the enslaved Tamil people. In his own words he was
a Tiger who fought the Lion in its own den!

“Mamanithan” Kumar Ponnambalam has carved a place Jor himself in Tamil minds by
fearlessly and relentlessly espousing the Tamil cause. The greatest tribute we can pay to his fond
memory is to keep the flames of freedom burning till we achieve our cherished goal of a sovereign
and independent state of Tamil Eelam. Let us close ranks and work tirelessly to transform his
dreams and ideas into reality. His enemies might have succeeded in silencing him physically, but
never his dreams and ideas.

NAMNAADHU (CANADA) - January 11, 2001
(The Home Land)



“The future of the Tamil peeple lies in the youth”

- Kumar Ponnambalam

“Life is confrontation, and vigilance, and a fierce struggle against any threat, or
intrusion, or death. We are unworthy of our ideal if we are not ready to defend,
as we would life itself, the only roads to change that respect the human person”.

Although this is a quote from Pierre Elliot Trudeau in 1970, it speaks volumes of what Kumar Ponnambalam
stood for in his actions and thoughts. When all were scared to speak up or act on the atrocious injustices being
done to the Sri Lankan Tamils by the Sri Lankan government, for fear of persecution ....Kumar Ponnambalam
took a stand.

Furthermore, Kumar Ponnambalam was greatly loved and respected by the Tamils in Canada ahd he
knew it. On his last trip to Canada, he expressed with great emotion how he felt no longer just akin with the
Tamils in Sri Lanka but rather Tamils that have been dispersed around the world. When he made trips to
Canada, Tamil men, women and children, essentially Tamil families, would shower him with garlands, hand-
shakes, and invitations for him to speak to large audiences addressing the politics in Sri Lanka.

Fighting for Human Rights is only one part of this man on the whole. So, what is the real measure of this
man? A big part of who my Perri Ayyah (Grand Uncle) was...was a family man. All of the family in Canada
looked forward to Kumar Perri Ayah and family visiting because it meant some extremely wonderful family
times.

Infact, | have a personal story that | would love to share. The kind of relationship that my Perri Ayah
(Grand Uncle) and | had was always full of loving banter and him always making fun of me in a loving way.
One instance in particular that | recall was when I tried to start a little banter by saying, “Perri Ayah (Grand
Uncle), | think Perri Ammah (Grand Aunt) is an AMAZING woman ... Infact, | think she is one hundred percent
pure woman. You know what thay say; behind any successful man is a fantastic woman”. Well my Kumar Perri
Ayah (Grand Uncle) had one of his famous winning smiles showing his pearly whites from ear-to-ear and was
full of pride from head to toe. In expecting a sharp reply from my Uncle, | was ready with ammunition; | had a
witty comeback that would definitely be good. Instead, he responded saying, “you are right, Perri Ammah
(Grand Aunt) is AMAZING!” Well, that stopped me in my tracks. After that, | had absolutely nothing worth-
while to say. | was literally dumb-founded. That’s just the typical character of this man, he was always so
supportive and always encouraged us to meet our maximum potential.

The reason why | am sharing a fond personal memory like this with you is that I want you to understand
the priority of his family to his life. His wife and two children were his life, and he always made a point to be
an influential part of the lives of his nieces, and nephews. You know, this is the first trip that Kumar Ponnambalam’s
wife and children have made here since the tragedy, and the rest of the family can feel a big gaping hole.

Nevertheless, we cannot have a stunted development; the best memorial for him would be to continue
his fight for the injustices being done in Sri Lanka. | know that Kumar Ponnambalam knew that the future of the
Tamil People lies in the youth. He saw it in his two children and he saw it in my cousins, sister and myself. In
Canada, already organizations such as the Students Organization of the World Tamil Movement (SOWTM),
the Women’s Organization of the World Tamil Movement (WOWTM), the Canadian University of Tamil
Students Union (CUTSU), and the Candian Tamil Youth Development (CanTYD) are organized primarily by
youth. Tamil Youth, with the support of the elders in our community, have stemmed from the hopes to produce
a blossom that is selfdetermination.for Tamils.

An enormous deterring factor, in our struggle as a people, is the Tamil youth who are involved in
violence. Although only 0.001% of Tamil Youth are related to violence, the effects of their illiterate, irrespon-
sible and violent actions have caused a lot of unnecessary pain and damage -control when our resources
should be focussed on the fight for self-determination. The inaccurate direct linking of these youths to the
situation in Sri Lanka has hurt our cause.

Direction...Focus...Unity...this as a community is what we need in order to obtain our goals. | believe, as
Kumar Ponnambalam also truly believed that we are a strong and mighty group of people that have the poten-
tial to make serious waves.

The above is a speech delivered at
Kumar Ponnambalam’s first year Memorium in Toronto.

Priya Balakrishnan is a student of University of Toronto and the niece of Kumar Ponnambalam.

THE WORLD MIRROR YOUTH FORUM (CANADA) - JAN. 17-30, 2001
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The Words of a Great Man will never be Silenced

In the eyes of many he stands along the ranks of great men such as Gandhi, John F
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. He is the Tamil Nation’s own peace activist, Political
leader and civil rights defender. However it is with great sadness that the confribution of this
great man must be remembered on his first-year death memorial. G. G. (Kumar) Ponnambalam
Jr like many others was murdered on January 5th 2000. Not only does he leave behind a
grieving family but also a grieving Tamil Nation.

Born on August 12, 1938 Kumar Ponnambalam entered Sri Lankan politics in the 1960°s
as president of the Tamil Congress Youth Wing. Later he became General Secretary of the
All Ceylon Tamil Congress. A lawyer by Profession he argued many controversial cases such
as the murder and rape of a Tamil schoolgirl Miss. Krishanthy Kumaraswamy and the mass
graves at Chemmani.

Many Tamils regarded the open letter that he wrote to Sri Lanka’s President Chandrika
Kumaratunga a few days before he was murdered as his ongoing commitment to the
struggle for equality and freedom. The lefter addressed to the Sri Lanka’s President was fitled
“Your speech reflects your hatred.”

One year after the Death of Kumar Ponnambalam many gathered at The Winston
Churchill Auditorium on January 6th 2001 to pay their respects. With the honorable presence
of Wife Dr. Yogaluxmy Kumar Ponnambalam, Son Gajendrakumar Kumar Ponnambalam,
daughter Dr. Mrinalini Kumar Ponnambalam and other family members, the Toronto Tamil
community placed flowers on his alter and solemnly listened to spiritual words from various
religious leaders and words of praise from his close friends and colleagues.

All of the distinguished guests spoke of Mamanithan Kumar Ponnambalam as the most
courageous among the Tamil political leaders in Sri Lanka. Though he lived in Colombo
among the Sinhala people and most of his associates were Sinhalese, he fearlessly and
eloquently continued to express his views and defended the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

The speeches were followed by video clippings of Mr. Ponnambalam’s last visit to
Canada where he was the chief guest of a book release. Footage from an interview on
TV Ceylon, the release of his Stamp and images from his funeral was also seen.

Many anxiously awaited speeches from Kumar Ponnambalam’s family members where
his niece spoke of her uncle as not only a great political figure but also a great family man.
She proudly spoke of her uncle as a loving and caring man whom the family missed greatly.
She also reinforced her uncle’s dream where, successful Tamil youth played a great role in
the struggle for the Tamil cause. The evening was gracefully concluded with heartfelt words
for Mr. Ponnambalam’s Wife. She thanked the Tamil community in Canada for gracing her
family’s presence and tearfully expressed her loss. She however felt gratefull and encouraged
that her husband’s wishes for the Tamil people would soon be attained.

A year has now passed since Kumar Ponnambalam’s death and there has been no
development in the investigation of his assassination. Even though the truth about his murder
may forever be silenced, his words will live among the hearts of Tamils through out the world.

This memorial observations were sponsored by Ramy Records while the proceedings
were presided over by Mr. Samy Appadurai.
Katpana Nagendra
Member of McMaster Tamil Students Assciation

THE WORLD MIRROR COMMUNITY EVENTS/NEWS (CANADA)
Jan. 17 - 30, 2001
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History records. many instances of brilliant sons of brilliant fathers.
Kumar, though he could not strut the stage as his distinguished father did,
was straight forward and outspoken. Kumar Ponnambalam exposed injustice
without fear or favour.

Kumar was a simple man under his public veneer of aggressiveness.
When | was a shroff at the Colombo Municipal Council, | remember he often
came to pay his taxes accompanied by his wife - | had the opportunity to
speak to him on such occasions when there was no rush of work.

| was greatly struck by his simple language and pleasant demeanour.
When he was asked about his political future he invariably replied - “ask
about the future of the Tamils and | shall tell you”.

Such was his concern about the future of his commumty. He refused
to consider a future for himself separate from the community’s future. His
enduring love for his community, was great but he did not have hatred for
other communities. This | gathered on many occasions, when he was able
to spare a few minutes at the Town Hall newspaper vendor’s stand buying
his newspapers.

Kumar’s simplicity in the midst of opulance stemmed from his belonging
to a community. His parents were from villages near mine and were from
hardworking stock whose philosophy was plain living and high thinking.
Kumar was a scion of that respected clan.

It is perhaps not generally known that Kumar was a keen cricket fan
too, and was a regular spectator at most international matches.

Cricket is a gentleman’s game and Kumar too had the qualities of
sportsmanship which he displayed in his normal life. Helping the needy was
his hobby.

His untimely death was a great shock to all and the Tamil community
mourned as if a brother had died.

The large gathering from all communities at his funeral bore testimony
to the regard and respect in which he was universally held.

His followers and supporters sang the hymn Om Namasivaya Sivaya
Nama Om all along the cortege route to Kanatte.

He leaves behind his wife and two children, a lawyer son and doctor
daughter.

May they be consoled by the fact of the multitude of tributes and
gratitude to a great sire - a simple intellectual with a lion heart and the
outspoken courage of his convictions.

Those who make history have a place in it by right.
Our heartfelt sympathies are with his wife.

May his soul attain the feet of Lord Siva.

A. Masillamony

- Sunday Times - February 20, 2000



A tribute to G. G. Ponnambalam Jnr.

He lived according to his conscience

By Dr. T. C. Rajaratnam

“The awful shadow of some unseen power
Floats though unseen among us; visiting
This various world with an inconstant wing
As summer winds that creep from flower to flower;...........
Why aught should fail and fade that once is shown,

Why fear and dream and death and birth

Cast on the daylight of this earth

Such gloom; why man has such a scope

For love and hate, despondency and hope..............

Love, hope and self-esteem like clouds depart
And come, for some uncertain moments lent.........

»

-Hymn to Intellectual Beauty - Prometheus
Unbound: P. B. Shelley

G. G. Ponnambalam Jnr., fondly remembered as Kumar, was an outspoken gentleman, a great
defender of the rights of man, an eloquent orator in all three languages of Sri Lanka. But his honesty
and integrity were a threat to some members of his own race who had been contemplating his death
for quite some time.

Although speculations indicate otherwise, as one writer quite rightly pointed out in the
Sunday Observer, the letter alleged to have been written by the “National Front Against Tiger - Sri
Lanka” is to mislead the public.

In fact, when Kumar Ponnambalam’s name was being suggested to contest the Presidential
elections by some political parties, I told Kumar to take care, as one of them could take this as an
opportunity to assassinate him.

Kumar used to visit my father’s home to meet A. Vinayagamoorthy (Kumar’s trusted
colleague) who used to have combined studies with me. I soon came to know Kumar well and when
I took oaths as a lawyer in Colombo he came to Court and to my home in the evenings. The first
fee 1 received was from Kumar.

I worked in his chambers for a short time and soon we appeared in the Eros Electricity
Board bomb case where he appeared as counsel for the first accused and I appeared for two other
accused persons. Later Manix Kanagaratnam appeared for the others. Kumar was quick to appreciate
and encourage his colleagues.

In 1994 when I was in Australia, he tried to contact me before sending his nomination
papers for the 1994 Parliamentary General Elections. Kumar submitted his forms on the 6th, the
month preceding the election as this was an auspicious day for him. I returned from Australia on
the 8th to receive a message from my cousin Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam asking me to contact him.



Neelan informed me that I should contest under the PA ticket in Colombo and that Chief
Minister Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga was expecting to meet me the next day, 9th.

When all formalities, discussions and nomination papers were signed and when I came to my
chambers, I received a call from Kumar. “TC, I heard some terrible news - please tell me it is not
true....is it so?” he asked. I replied inquiring whether he was referring to my nomination as Tamil
PA candidate for the Colombo district for which he replied in the affirmative.

Although we had an exchange of words in the media, my affection and respect for Kumar
was evident as I defended him on many occasions in the media after the elections. When I met him
later in Court he embraced me and said, “Look we are still friends. Let us not ignore each other
because of those “Tamil worms’ who have been the cause of our conflict and all the conflicts.” This
was the way Kumar spoke.

Kumar trusted everyone around him and he was betrayed on all counts. Rightly he should
have been given the honour of having been appointed a President’s Counsel. He was deprived of
what he deserved because of manipulations by people whom he trusted.

The hierarchy hated his boldness. His skill of advocacy was admirable. No lawyer would
deny that he should have been given this highest honour. I appeal to President Kumaratunga on
National Day to confer a posthumous award of silk to Kumar Ponnambalam - this would bridge the
gap between the races and parties to the conflict.

Kumar lived a useful life. His thundering voice brought many hidden crimes to light, he
comforted the meek, mild and the destitute. He was a humane advocate an emotional speaker whose
emotions for his race knew no bounds.

“In each human heart terror survives

The ravine it has gorged; the loftiest fear

All that they would disdain to think were true
Hypocrisy and custom make their minds

The fanes of many worship now outworn

They dare not devise good for man’s estate

And yet they know not that they do not dare.

The good want power, but weep barren tears

The powerful goodness want; worse need for them.
The wise want love; and those who love want wisdom
And all best things are thus confused to ill.

Many are strong and rich and would be just,

But live among their suffering fellow men

As. if none felt: they know not what they do.”

-Prometheus Unbound P. B. Shelley

Kumar lived his life according to his conscience. He was never a violent person. In my
opinion he couldn’t harm a fly. He was emotional when it was his race. Although his love for
humanity was wider he felt his race was deprived of the basic human rights.

He worked hard to free his people. Those whom he sought to defend must now pay their
gratitude to the man who chose to defend them and his people instead of himself.

THE SUNDAY TIMES PLUS - SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2000.



Kumar Ponnambalam

The unexpected passing away under tragic circumstances of G. G.
Ponnambalam (Jnr) commonly known as Kumar, was a profound shock to
all right thinking intellectuals, professionals, law students and all those who
were near and dear to him. Every such person irrespective of political or
racial ideologies bemoaned his cold blooded murder.

His father G. G. Ponnambalam, Q.C. was a distinguished academic
with M.A. and L.L.B. (Cantab). He was a Barrister-at-Law, Advocate and
legal luminary who made an indelible mark in all the original criminal
courts.

Chip of the old block, G. G. (Jnr) Kumar followed in the footsteps
of his illustrious loving father; he excelled in studies and sports at St.
Joseph’s College. Though born with a silver spoon in his mouth he realised
that life was not a bed of roses.

So he persevered in his studies at Aquinas College of Higher
Studies, Colombo under the guidance of his brilliant teachers who super-
vised his application to work. Kumar was obedient and respectful to his
mentors, specially Roman Catholic Rev. Fathers. Gangaser Gaasinather
Ponnambalam first proceeded to the University of London to do the L.L.B.
By virtue of that degree he was admitted to the University of Cambridge
where he got through the B.A. law tripos which later matured M. A.
Fortified with L.L.B. (London), M. A. (Cantab) he passed the Bar Examina-
tion and was duly admitted and enrolled as a Barrister-at-Law of the
Lincolns Inn.

On his return to the land of his birth, he took oaths as an advocate
of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka. His practice was on the criminal side
and sought to safeguard the interests of his race.

He used to say often ‘first-1 am a Tamil and secondly I am
Ponnambalam’. So attached was he to the Tamil race in our country. He
was well versed in the Tamil history and Sri Lanka’s geneology of both the
Sinhala, Tamil prominent families. He traced the mixture of Tamil blood in
some Sinhala people.

Very much attached to his beloved mother and elder sister Vijayaluxmi
(Viji) after the demise of his renowned father, he was fully devoted to his
fond wife and ever loving children.

It is an irony of fate that he was gunned down by an assassin, being
the son of an eminent criminal lawyer well versed in forensic chemistry,
ballastics, finger-prints etc. who had saved several accused persons, rather
murderers from the hangmans’ noose.

May Kumar Ponnambalam attain the Bliss of Moksha!

Stanley E. Abeynayake

DAILY NEWS - FRIDAY FEBRUARY 18, 2000
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Forces of Darkness have putout a flickering
light of reason

N the death of Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam one more flickering light

of reason was put out by forces of darkness that are determined
to prolong and perpetuate a meaningless struggle, splitting blood on all
directions and at all elevations. These are the days when the human
ingenuity is capable of measuring distances and counting the number and the
nature of the planets round our tiny earth. Yet enlightened and educated
people are unable to measure the depth of feelings and emotions of people
in the neighbourhood. As a result ignorance takes over and reigns supreme.
This leads to deaths, destructions and devastations. It is not a question of
who is killed or who is the Kkiller. In every death it is the reason that is
killed and it is the ignorant fanatic who is the killer.

Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam a legal luminary and a brilliant son of a
great father maintained his rugged independence to the last moment of his
life. Just for asking he could have succeeded in getting a position like that
of a Laxman Kadirgamar. On the otherhand, had he wished openly a
preferance for violence and confrontation he would have been assigned an
advisory post abroad. But he preferred a dangerous position of uncertaintly
by trekking a path guided solely by reason and conscience. This is quite
evident in one of his latest and perhaps the last letter he addressed to Her
Excellency Chandrika Kumaratunga. May his example enable all the concerned
people to pick up the threads of reason and pursue the path of freedom and
peace to all. May his soul rest in peace.

M. K. EELAVENTHAN
General Secretary
(TE.LF)



GENEVA REMEMBERS KUMAR

Kumar Ponnambalam - *Martin Luther King of our
day, As an uncompromising leader he fought for the
liberation of his Tamil people “so declared Mr. Charles
Graves, Secretary General of Interfaith International while
presiding at the Commemmorative Meeting in honour
of the late Mr. Kumar G. G. Ponnambalam, held at the
Headquarters of the World Council of Churches in
Geneva on Wednesday the 9th, of February 2000:

At the begining of the meeting, all those present
stood up for a minute of silence in honour of the late
Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam. The president then invited
Prof. Dr. S. J. Emmanuel, the former Vicar General of the
Diocese of Jaffna and a close friend of the late Mr.
Ponnambalam, to light up a lamp in front of an enlarged
picture of Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam. The meeting was
sponsored jointly by the International Association of
Democratic Lawyers (IADL), International League for the
Rights and Liberation of Peoples (LIDLIP), International
Federation of Tamils (IFT), Internatfional Peace Bureau
(IPB). Centre-Europe Tiere Monde (CETIM), International
Educational Development (IED) and Interfaith
International () - all international Organisations for Human
Rights, based in Geneva, and who have known Mr.
Ponnambalam as a staunch defender of human rights
of his people at the international level.

Dr. S. J. Emmanuel, speaking as a friend and
witness of Kumar’s service to democracy and human
rights, said that while the death of Kumar was an
ireparable loss to the Tamils at this critical juncture of :
their history, his assassination raises many questions to 1
the democratic and human right institutions of Sri Lanka
and of the world. A clean democrat and a courageous
defender of the human rights of his people and of
thousands of victims of torture, rape and murder has
been silenced.

HOT SPRING, Jan. - Feb. 2000




Who killed Kumar Ponnambalam ?

Kumar Ponnambalam was the most courageous among the political commentators
of Sri Lanka. He lived in Colombo among the Sinhala people. Most of his associates too
were Sinhala. Knowing very well the dangers of defending the LTTE while living in Colombo,
he continued to express his views fearlessly and eloquently.

He was the only person who openly and immediately challenged every public
statement affecting the Tamil communities made by the President in recent times.

He wrote a challenging letter to newspapers in reply o a mention made by the
President about the Tamil people of Sri Lanka while on a tour of South Africa, and it was
said, he personally took it to Temple Trees and handed over to the police post there.

In her address to the nation on January 3 the President gave a warning to the Tamils
who supported the LTTE while living in Colombo. He immediately wrote his reply to that
warning too. But before he could see this reply in print he was assassinated.

It is not possible for me to accept all the political ideas expressed by Kumar
Ponnambalam. But his courage must be appreciated. There is no dearth of political
commentators in our country, but those with a strong backbone are rare. Many commentators
make their analysis not in accordance with their conscience but taking info consideration
what personal gain or loss they may entail.

The assassination of Kumar Ponnambalam revises a number of important and new
problems relating to the political frend existing in the country. Who assassinated him? What
was its political background? What is the ‘Anti-Tiger National Front” which accepted the
responsibility for it? Is there such an organization in the country? There is an anti-LTTE
organization called National Movement against Terrorism, but there appears to be no
connection at all between that and this Anfi-Tiger National Front. Even in the NMAT there
is great suspicion rather than happiness about this assassination.

The statement issued by the Anfi-Tiger National Front accepting the responsibility for
the assassination has not failed to warn others too. The Front says that this is one step in a
programme they are going to launch and states that it will continue to punish those who
support the LITE directly or indirectly.

When the JVP started its record rebellion there emerged a network of organizations
with names like ‘PRRA’ and ‘Black Cats’ for violent activities. However, they did not arise
spontaneously but were created by the government of the day. If the Anti-Tiger National
Front is also an organization that has emerged in the same manner, it is needless to say that
the future of the country is going to be dangerous.

After the assassination of Kumar Ponnambalam the government media appear to be
giving @ new interpretation to the attempt fo assassinate the President. According fo that
interpretation the assassination attempt was not an action by the 'TTE alone but the result
of a conspiracy to which a group of persons from the Sout also had participated,
including some billionaire businessmen, several journalists, state ot  ars, military officers and
the UNP

This was not the first occasion that the LTTE attempted to assassinate a national
leader. This was only the first occasion when such attempt failed. Previously they were able



to assassinate a number of national figures in similar or different ways. But on no such
occasion were allegation about assassination levelled at political opponents. The present
instance is the only instance such a thing has happened. After the bomb aftack aimed at
the President, newspapers published a story that a group of some businessmen in Colombo
celebrated it with champagne. That also is a factor used to prove that there had been an
assassination conspiracy. Whatever political opinions there may be, such conduct, when a
public leader is in frouble, cannot be approved.

However, there had been other instances when there was jubilation on the part of
some people when there was a tragedy involving a national leader. Those crackers it in
many areas of Colombo when President Premadasa was assassinated. It is said that some
people ate Kiribath to celebrate it.

However, there was no attempt to brand those who lit crackers as parties in a
conspiracy to assassinate President Premadasa.

President J. R. Jayewardene, before the referendum, brought in such a story about a
conspiracy. The purpose was fo silence the newspapers and prominent persons who were
opposing the referendum.

Two newspapers were sealed. A number of opposition leaders including Vijaya
Kumaratunga were arrested. Perhaps the PA government too is thinking that it is necessary
to silence the few prominent persons among the ‘trouble makers’ before the Parliamentary
elections.

At a fime when a muysterious organization calling itself the ‘Anti-Tiger National
Movement’ has assassinated a prominent and well known Tamil leader and has gone further
to say that a similar fate awaits those who have direct or indirect connection with the LTTE,
it cannot be with any innocent intentions that the government media have invented a story
about a conspiracy to assassinate the President including some prominent persons who
have become targets of the government animosity, and branded them all as Prabhakaran’s
supporters.

By Victor Ivan

GUEST COLUMN
Sunday Times - 16-01-2000
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The Homeland joins millions of Tamils around the world who mourn
the tragic death of G. G. Ponnambalam (Jr), LLB (London), MA (Cambridge)
at the hands of agent(s) of the Sri Lankan government in Colombo this
morning (January 05). We have no doubt in our minds that he was a hapless
victim of state terror at its worst.

Popularly known as Kumar Ponnambalam, he was a well known poli-
tician and the General Secretary of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress. He was
also a leading Lawyer being a Barrister-at-Law (Lincoln’s Ini), Attorney-at-
Law (Sri Lanka) and Advocate (Tamil Nadu, India) and who had a wide
practice in Colombo.

As a Tamil politician he was openly very critical of President Chandrika’s
regime for its genocidal and brutal war against the Tamil people. He spoke
inside and outside the country and wrote against Chandrika’s cynical policy
of “War for Peace” as nothing but a ploy to militarily defeat the LTTE and
1pso facto destroy the aspirations of the Tamil people. He was steadfast in his
belief that any policical solution to the ethnic conflict should be based on the
Thimpu principles.

There can be no doubt that Kumar earned the wrath of the ultra Sinhala
-Buddhist chauvinists for boldly espousing the Tamil cause in the South. He
never minced his words and always called a spade a spade. In his own words
he was “an unrepentant supporter of the political philosophy of the LTTE.”
Not surprisingly President Chandrika in her victory speech delivered on
December 22, 1999 singled out him as “one of those who aid and abet terror”
without actually naming him. She issued the explicit threat 1t “Let all those
who aid and abet terror be warned....let those who secretly or openly condone
the path of violence pursued by the cowards of the LTTE be warned; the days
of terror in this land are numbered, and that number is small”.

This ominous threat from no lesser person than the Head of State has
now come to pass. In fact Kumar knew whom Chandrika had in mind when
she spoke about “those who aid and abet terror”. In his hard-hitting open
letter addressed to President Chandrika in reply Kumar said “I write as one
whom you have recognized in your speech. And, I write as one who refuses
to be deterred by the naked threats that dot your speech.”

In Kumar Ponnambalam the Tamil Nation has lost an indefatigable
freedom fighter who fought for the basic rights and aspirations of the
enslaved Tamil people. He often used to say that he was a Tiger who fought
the Lion in its own den! And it is not hard to fathom the evil mind which
instigated and gave the green light to his murder in broad day light.

Homeland expresses its deepest sympathies to his beloved wife Dr.
Yogaluxmy Ponnambalam, son and daughter. We hope Kumar’s death will
not be in vain and his cherished dream of Tamil Eelam will be a reality soon.

NAMNAADHU - January 06, 2000
(The Home Land)
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THE PATH
TO HAPPINESS
AND PROSPERITY
% Make few promises.
* Always speak the truth.
#* Never speak evil of any one.
* Keep good company or none.
* Live up to your engagements.
* Never play a game of chances.
* Good character is above all things else.
% Drink no kind of intoxicating liquors.
* Keep your own secrets, if you have any.
* Never borrow if you possibly can help it.
# Do not marry until you are able to support a wife.
% Keep yourself innocent if you would be happy.
* When yod speak to a person, look him in the face.
% Make no haste to be rich, if you would prosper.
% Ever Live (misfortunes excepted) within your income.
* Save when you are young, to spend when you are old.
% Avoid temptation; through fear you may not withstand it.
% Never run into debt unless you see a way to get out again.
* Small and steady gains give competency, with a tranquil mind.
% Good company and good conversation are the sinews of virtue.
* Your character cannot be essentially injured, except by your own act.
% If any one speaks evil of you, let your life be such that no one will believe him.
* When you retire to bed, think over what you have been doing during the day.
% Never be idle; If your hands can’t be employed usefully, attend to the
cultivation of your mind.
(This was always kept on Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam’s table, and
{* every morning he read this first thing before he started the day) "}
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We wish to thanks all those who have
contributed articles, speeches and
messages on “Mamanithar Kumar
Ponnambalam, and all those who helped
to print and release this souvenir for him.

- Mamanithar Kumar Ponnambalam
Commemoration Committee.
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“If you are frightened for your life, then you have to keep your
mouth shut. If you want to keep your mouth shut, what is the
purpose of life? | want to live as a True Tamil, with self respect. | do
not want to live as a slave and nod my head to everything the
racists and the rulers say. If | cannot accept what they say, if it is

“against my beliefs, why should | keep quiet and work against my

conscience?” :
- Kumar Ponnambalam
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