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PUBLISHER’S FOREWORD
{75 roﬁ&for 76,(379(171 jzc;/t'adéva

MSc, PhD, CEng, FIET, FCMI, Hon DLitt

Thol—Kaapptyam is the oldest surviving treatise on Tamil
Grammar. Scholars like our present author Nunaviloor K. Wijeyaratnam
reckon that this stupendous work dates over 7000 years. A conservative
view is that its date is circa 1200 B.C. Some researchers pushitto a later
era, by 900-1000 years.

This classic has a total 011602 aphorisms with a section of 234
maxims devoted to Tamil poetry, and has had several later commentaries
written on it. Three of its forerunners wo,rthy of mention are: Akaththiyam,
the oldest known classic on Tamil grammar, dated modestly around 4000
B.C. (with only excerpts now surviving from it), said to have been followed
by more extensive but also now untraceable Maapuranam and

Poothapuranam.

These are believed to have perished in deluges around 2387
BC, 504 BC or 306 BC. Thol-Kaappiyam is attributed to author Thol-

Kaappiyar, and Akaththiyam to AKaththiyar (both, probably titles-based
noms-de-plume).

Thol-Kaappiyam consists of three parts, each with nine
sections. The first part deals with the 247 Tamil alphabets, their sounds,
combinations, sequences, and so on. It has 483 maxims in total. The
second part deals with words as parts of speech, their formation, syntax, .
beginnings and ends, declensions, conventions, and such topics.

This part has 463 maxims or rules. The final part, using 656
maxims deals with meanings of words, art of writing including poetry,
concepts and traditions of compiling books and treatises, and also with
material aspects of Tamil life & society, nature, love, and social customs &
conventions as expressed in words. It is from this part of Thol-Kaappiyam
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that Mr. Wijeyaratnam has hand-picked many and most of his Honey
Drops, and presents them expertly in this book, in 15 interesting and
readable chapters, followed by a Bibiliography.

He is an experienced and reputed author. He has published two
earlier books. The first one dealt with man and computers by way of
interpreting the rapid technological developments of our 21* Century
and also with other scientific and cultural topics. His second book
dealt with essentials of English grammar.

He is a septuagenarian blessed with 50 years of happily married
life, children and grandchildren, with experience of professional and active
life in two different but historically related continents of the world. He has
chosen as the catchment area of topics for this third book, sections
on love and life from our ancient treatise on Tamil Grammar, Thol-
Kaappiyam.

As the Patron of Eelavar Literary Academy of Britain (ELAB,
to which the author belongs), and as the pioneer and prime mover at Century
House, I am pleased to accept his invitation to publish this book, ably
assisted by the reputed Manimekalai Pirasuram of Chennai, S. India.

02-04-2008
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