




PRACTICE IS THE PROOF
 

OF OUR AUTHENTICITY.
 

The Liberation Tigers claim that they 

constitute the armed vanguard of the 

Tharnil National Independence struggle. 

They claim that they represent the only 

powerful extra parliamentary Liberation 

movement in Thamil Ealam. Rival 

elements and reactionary forces might 

attempt". to put forward contrad ictory 

claims to create confusion. Unfortunately 

these forces do exist and have engaged in 

a sinister form of smear campaign to 

undermine the growing local and internat

iona l popularity of the Tiger movement. 

Such vicious propaganda based on 

falsehood and fantasy cannot tarnish the 

image of our movement s ince our claims 

are based on truth based on concrete 

political action. It is the revolutionary 

political practice that stamps the authen

ticity of our claims. 

THE TIGER MOVEMENT HAS 

EFFECTIVEL Y DESTROYED THE MOST 

POWERFUL AND EFFICIENT SECRET 

POLICE NETWORK IN THAMIL EALAM; 

IT HAS PARTIALLY PARALYSED THE 

CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT; IT HAS ELIM

INATED COLLABORATORS AND 

TRAITORS AND HAS TAKEN THEIR 

OPERATIONS INTO THE VERY HEART 

OF THE CAPITAL BY BLOWING UP THE 

GOVERNMENT OWNED AIRCRAFT. 

It is the armed revolutionary struggle of 

the Tigers that alarmed the repressive 

bourgeois regime. It is the Tigers who 

boldly and courageously challenged the 

State power of the Sinhala impe r ia lism 
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that has been strangling our nation. 

It is the Tigers who made the cry 

of our nation heard in the 

international world. It is the 

Tigers who uphold the pride and 

dignity of our people who are 

subjected to a savage from of 

indignity and humiliat ion. 

If our armed struggle is not 

effective, if it doesn't enjoy the 

support of the popular masses, why 

does the Government invoke 

legislations, amend constitutions, 

declare emergencies. If we are a 

tiny group of no political 

significance why do they dispatch 

thousands of troops and police to 

Thamil areas on a Tiger hunt. It is 

an undeniable fact that the Tigers 

have made this Government 

polit ically unstable. Out of 

instability, out of desperation, out 

of fear the Government is forced 

into counter-revolutionary actions. 

Such actions bear testimony to the 

fact that the Tigers are the most 

powerful revolutionary force, a 

force to be reckoned with. . 
The wider support we enjoy from 

the popular masses isa matter that 

doesn't require any evidence of 

proof. Even our adversaries 

recognise this fact. The very 

survival, security and the success 

of our movement depend on the 

popular support. It is upon the 

foundation of popular mass support 

the Tigers have built up their 

revolutionary organisation. Tigers 

can proudly claim that their 

movement is nothing but an 



organisational expression of the 

revolutionary aspirations of the masses; 

they are the embodiment of the people's 

insurrectionary spirit. It is because of the 

popular support that the Tigers are 

functioning effectively and fighting 

efficiently. Years of tight surveiHance 

and tireless sea rch of the secur ity forces 

have not disturbed us. The recent and the 

most notorious form of man hunt ever 

undertaken by the State police has not 

affected our structure of political and 

military operations; it is because we are 

inextricably integrated with the masses. 

A concrete ev idence of our strength, of 

our struggle, of our grow ing international . 
popularity is the world press coverage 

given to our movement. The 

revolutionary armed struggle advanced by 

our movement for the cause of political 

independence of Tharnil Ealam has 

attracted the world attention. In this 

pamphlet we have documented extracts 

from the articles and reports which have 

appeared in various newspapers and 

magazines throughout the world. These 

materials certainly provide authenticity 

for our claims. The world press reportings 

give divergent views, different 

character isa t ions. Some are unbiased and 

others are biased and distorted, yet these 

differing portrayals tell only one story, 

the story of the struggle of the Tigers, 

their courageous actions and daring deeds. 

In the world press the Tigers have been 

branded as killers, murderers, robbers and 

terrorists. They are also characterised as 

revolutionaries, guerrillas and freedom 

fighters. Whatever the form the picture 

is painted, it reveals one important truth, 

that is, the Tigers movement has 

attracted the attetnion of the 

international press, which is an 

undeniable evidence of its growing 

international popularity. We begin 

our story with the TIGER'S 

LETTER TO VIRAKESARI that 

created so much upheaval and 

panic in the country and conclude 

with the protest note given to Mr 

R. Premedasa in London which 

appeared in the 'London Murasu'. 

LIBERATION TIGERS OF 

THAMIL EALAM 
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

The founder name of the organisation 
Tamil Nlt.'W TIGERS (T.N.T.) was changed 
on 5. 5.76 and the new name is' LIBERAT
ION TIGERS OF TAMIL EALAM. We claim 
responsibility for the fQllowing 
deaths. 

I. Mr. Alfred Duraiappah (Mayor 
for Jaffna, S.L.F.P Organiser North
ern region. Shot Dead. 

2 . Mr . N.Nadarajah (Proparitar 
Petrol Garage, Urumpirai, and S.L.F.P 
Organiser, Kopay (Bombed) 

3. Mr. A. Karunanithi (C.1.D 
Police K.K.S.) Shot dead. 

4. Mr. Shanmuganathan (C.I.D 
Police. K.K.S) Same day shot dead. 

5. Mr. Shanmuganathan (C. I.D 
Police V.V.T) 

6. Mr. Thangar a j ah (Sec. of the 
former S.L.F.P. M. P Nallur Mr. 
Arulampalam) 

7. Mr. C. Kanagaratnam (MP for 
Pottuvil former T.U.L.F and present 
U. N.P) 

8. Mr. Bastiampillai (C.I.D 
Inspector of Police) 

9. Mr. Perampalam (C.I.D Sub-
Inspector of Police) 

10. Mr. Balasingam (C.I.D 
Sergent of Police) 

II. Mr. Siriwardene (C.I. D 
Police Driver). 

The Bastiampillai Party came in 
search of LIBERATIO N TIGERS of TAMIL 
EALAM about 6 a. m on 7t h April 1978 
with S.M.G. , . s hot gun, Revolv ers and 
Pistol, an d attacked Ti gers but th e 
Ti gers destroyed them without any 
death or body injury to Tigers and 
the car was a l s o destroyed. . No other groups , Organisation or

·W Individuals can cl aim t h i s death. 
Serious act ion will be taken a~ainst 

( ;5Ul!tJI !D () u n ) n' G?rr (oJ) .Tr IUrT!p. GUl lUrT 
t ho se who cl aim the above other than

(lp ;;r@ ~)T IU,Ty ·. CWlUt -'lciu t.5! ITL.. !tJI"YIJ IUU U tt , 
J/ilJ !.SIT L..f!J OYI;T UJ,j U rT .(U: /5.u~T ;T fb riua; IT tt ?J1 ir, Tiger s in Ceylon or Abr oad. 
u l_ GUlrrtf,/hLD 10 G urflGiu' ~_ C!.-", LDU ITrTiJ !JjL IT IT [J1 tr We ar e not responsible for Past robb 
Ga; T Col!8> G..rT lLJ LD jh lTG Ul ~J €i:l GlUrTrT .l1..-, :'UL Gwrrj; e r ies of any kind. 
/DL .tHi::/Ufb rT8> ®,!I5lua L.(j;I JhLD 10 ' Q8>rT Co'Va; ~ 8; (!!J ' 

• IStf) !fl!p f>l9 (£0 ff> Co<J U Lf "UJ fb rTri.I 8>Gm G U tr fIJI U Lf Secret ar y
 
8;6Tr' ~rnuu (£o@,,?ir!D ~ ! UJli; ~ G?irffJI GJ~ ff> .$ 8>lJI.fbj, 5;'.u
 C~NI'HAL C OMMITT i'~E 

o <r. ffiff)~ ti • G 8> <flf)'.$@J 8> lJI. G/h lf:f>l9J;8>UUL.. 0 "ir en fflJ.
 
fD LD fji W"OYI!D --,!gll u t.5! u/oil m T. U.L.F - T ami 1 United Li 'be r at i on
 
..~ ti , "' lJI. j!j j; ffi G..vU!.S,,·v L{ ~U Front.
 

IJ L j; g; /L G?ir (€' UJt1,a; !'o r;;t, ~ U.N . P - Uni t ed Nat i ona l Party. 
a; ~off> $5(..,)U lJ ' iv OYI L U Slror QUrT gS'a-.8> U U L.. 4- (">u 

S . L. F.P - Sri Lanka Freedom Party.
~lJI. j,~ fDUtT iu ~GlJ LD G' ,;; IJ f!J LW • • ff> tE if!Jl ci1G1
 
B;1J/-ISLD ~::W UUUU L.. 4- C!!I 8; fD o.vu L{';"'Ia; ill ' Q ,.31 /!JIf) if K.K. S - Kankesanturai.
 
fj;I!D!P. (ljJe;Gl} rf1 ~T !P "'I ill !W LD . ~ iJ d:' oJ j, S: .'})'lLD ~/ J V.V . T Valvet it ur-ai ,
 
oIiilJl./!J j, ff> (1.;l.'u 01;;., ~o1;Co< · . fi'lLUUL.. (£'.){GTI ff;J. C.LD - Cri mi na l Invest igat i on
 

IJep 3r t ment . 
(3) M.P - Member of Pa r l iament . 
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••• jn~f'('ctnr Bil s: ian I 'il
Ia i, ws hu "t i 'l ~ HI" the
 
'f: gl' r you t hs ,'\'lIn 1',lll
 
u ":;'ur q " ,,l" u lly t r i l' (l 1'1
 
Ir.i !t T<llTlil p;1r! i:ltller;

t :l, ·i ~n ( :. Ca ne ~ ~('r <lt


ru .m , \\ill ') CJq ~,t~ c d
 
over to J ay r-wa r d ~~nc'~
 
guveJ nrnnnt l'I' ('( 'llll :l .
 

T~I( ; ....1r \ \ ':1 5 sh ot ami
 
bad lv wouiuled.OnApril n. th e ins 
ppl't or a nd t hree 
: 11 he rs had s t rn blcd (I ll 

:I "Liberut iO B Tigers" 
h ideout in the .i u nl:;~s 

-of Manna r . 'l'hcy were 
shot hy Tiger youths 
w.Jitilll!- at op trees . 

Ih. 
Canrinl Navaratn€ 

, 

(;nmlcd down 
T :Je filth officer, ins

pe ctor Pa drun nat.han, 
I	 had tak en UVl' J' th e 
inves t igations and was 
r;tll !I ned UOII'n at his 
IT ,~i (k'1 cp. ill Jaffn a, 
capirt l of north Sr i 
La n ka .•••• " 

••••Po lice C,1 } J:s morn 
br-rs hip '- :1 : 111<11 b(' ove r 
a thOltsa ';" ills t !!OW, 
hu t its infItIl'IJ.:e r c" m s 
50 pe rv asive ;1 ll1 on~ 

the Ta mils in the 
north that ~; I) fa r no 
one has vnlun ur-red 
to help th e authorit les 
i 'l their im·('sti~at i(lns . 

••• Cac hox of a rms a nd 
explos ives have be en 
Foun d in seve ra l pa rt s 
pf JafTna. 'I'f.l th wart 
any atte mpt at op en 
insu rr ect ion . th ~ G~w· 
ornm cu t h ;13 de spJtch 
ed «xtra t roo ps and 
nol icc, 10 Ht!, !lIlr th, 
~nd a 21-hniJr alert is 
heing ma int ai ned. 

But political obser
vers say tha t with un 
employm ent -- - and so 
anger and fr us tra tion 
-runn i :J~ high arno ne 
th e Tam il yout hs, the 
" Lihe r ntio n Tlgr-rs" 
arc lik .~ly l;) ga th e r 
fu rther sup por t ..... 
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{j)16iJlfIi> Ul!J)1L!l!1 ~!1 til (;J8'til~ ~."~ • 
~ (!Jila(!'fLb• 

• Lf 0&' @ UJ 8; a; 'ff, rn ~ 8' 
Gq rtJi~ GUUJrn [T GlW~uJ]L 
,~w i.J IT ~ GWF q ITm rt VlC!!J 
wit. "QF~ r,;6)1iIJ ~ LiJ !PI LiJ~ 
i) u!M i)ll Qr 6Tr SliIG [TIT fiila;&rr 
~1iIJ~ITGl~IT~~GuITw-d~ 
(iW rt ~{TqITr5Ja; LiJL..Lj;~8;f!!j 

fifLiJ~ fJj L W '-'I- 8; m lJi IJi &rr 
-<;{j)lf) ilI u (j) ~ ~G w IT r1J " ~w!J)J 
on. p5I {J.J /bIT IJi • rGI!JUJIT tt 8; 
~Lr1Ji'iu" ~p5I&mlJiu!M 1iIJ 

@~~ t!iL~U L..@ 6ir 6Tr i!ll ' 

(JW,tiJ U Ell- <'Ii L..@m!Tujw 

"GldiIT &u Qq riJUJ~UL.L 

W ITiliGJfJQj Glu@ WUITSJU w 
~ ~T ~ C!!J W J5t.E1bDrtdiG ~Tr 
r.iJ QJ rt di..rr HItil iii c;rr oM~ din :il 
IJi~Lm t~j;~m!p j; ~ dilTfJ 
~j;~ @ ~iJ J5u51iP~ L5Jrf1 Ol9 ~f ~ 
GlI1> IT Girm diu51 ~ •~a[TIT §il' 

IJiwrTlTl1> 8imfl8;a;~UL. @ LfGtCi 

turr ITW q IT ill R.~ & ('!i,a5l iiW eue, 
8l~UL..Ul- C!!Jfi; Ib'ilJrtdiGir ~Wfl)J 

fJjlb u~u(j)w fT> ITq," @8;dbl':' 
~ fill) iT (jIIIiW r1J an.!J)J fiJ /D ~ • 
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ASIA WEEK (INDIA) 26th May 1978 

Sri Lanka 

Retumof
 
the Spectre
 
Nowadays, the Sri Lanka public no 

longer doubts the existence of home 
grown tupamaroscOl~mit.tedtoc~ng 
out an independent 1 amil state m .the 
northern tip of the island; the terronsts 
themselves have made sure of that. 
After committing a series of brutal 
murders nine months ago (ASIAWEEK, 
November 4, 1977), the Tamil Libera
tion Army - as they w~re then known 
_ 'submerged for a while . When they 
surfaced last month , it was to claim 
responsibility for the assassination of a 
Tamil politician, the attempted murder 
of two Tamil Members: of Parl~ent 
and the killing of. six policemen 
investigating their activities . 

Though police sleuths have put the 
number of these self-styled "liberation 
Tigers" now operating at about 20, the 
size and scale of their man-hunt seems 
to suggest that a confrontation with a 
much larger guerilla force is expected. 
There are many theories about the 
composition of the rebel moveme~t. 
According to the state-owned Dally 
News, the Tigers are ~ the same league 
as the Irish Repubhcan Army and 
West Germany's Baader-Meinhoff 
gBng. Citing police sources, it even 
su gg ted that they h~d been trained 
abroad by international terronst 
organisations . 

For their part, the police strongly 
suspect 't ha t the group r~lves Its 
operational funds from Sn Lankan 
Tamils overseas - notably in Malaysia, 
Singapore, In~ia, the G~lf states 8J.1d 
Britain. Routme screening of remit
tances from expatriate Sri Lankans 

has, however, not yielded any new clue 
except that the Tigers have been 
buying (and storing) arms and am
munition with some of the money. 
There was a flurry of excitement some 
months back when police arrested a 
band of youngsters armed with brand 
new automatic weapons bearing 
"foreign markings. " But experts 
pronounced that these were by no 
means a reliable clue as such guns 
could have been bought in job lots on 
the burgeoning international market 
for unauthorised arms. 

Some observers insist that the police 
have underestimated the number of 
Tigers now on the prowl. As pa~ of 
their combat strategy, the guerillas 
have sought to create the' impression 
that they are no less dedicated to the 
cult of insensate violence than that 
other group currently hogging inter
national headlines, Italy's dreaded Red 
Brigades. The police had initial con
fiimation of their existence, cabled 
AsIAWEEK'S • S.G.N. Pushparetnam 
from Jaffna, when a leading Ta
mil newspaper in Colombo , Vira
kesari. carried the facsimile of a letter 

from the " Liberation Tigers of Thamil 
Ealam ." 

Dated April 25, 1978, the missive 
boastfully claimed responsibility for as 
many as eleven murders and 'warned 

F1nancial Times Wednesday May 31 1978 

The Tamil
 
Financial Times Tuesday May 16 1978 'powder keg' Government takes new powers 

Politically active workers, 
both among the Tamil eom
munity in Colombo and the 
main town of the Northern 
Province, Jaffna , are more 
forthri ght in their demands, 
and it is possibly because of 
this difference that a terrorist 
movement called the Tigers has 
grown up in the past year, 
dedicated to winning indepen
dence by .violence. Despite th is 
organisation hitting. only at 
what it considers to be Tamil 
traitors and collaborators, it has 
widespread passive support 
among the Tamils, a support 
not apparently based on fear. 

President Jayewardenc5 
Government has recently 
started a campaign to round up 

darkly: "No other group, organisations 
or individuals can claim 'these deaths. 
Serious action will be taken against 
those who claim the above other than 
Tigers in Ceylon or abroad." Onlookers 
point out , however, that the gunmen 
may have erred in their body count; at 
least C. Kanagaratnam, once a member 
of the T.U.L.F . and now a ruling 
United National Party M.P. for 
Pottuvil, survived his gunshot wounds. 

Last week police intelligence swung 
briskly though belatedly into action. It 
named four of its most wanted men 
all of them Tamils - and put up 
wall posters carrying magnified 
mugshots and descriptions. Surveil
lance on certain houses in Colombo and 
elsewhere, believed to be linked with 
the movement, has been intensified and 
a house-to-house search launched in the 
Tamil·speaking northern and eastern 
provinces. To give the police extra 
muscle , President J .R. Jayewardene 
has ordered the armed forces to assist 
thejn in the countryside against the 
Tigers - a move privately applauded 
by military top brass as well as middle
ranking officers. Plainly, .no one 
wanted to chance a repetition of the 
traumatic 1971 insurrection, when the 
Janata Vimukthi Perarnuna (People's 
Liberation Front) came within an ace of 
pulling off a successful coup d'etat 
against Sirimavo Bandaranaike. 

THE Sri Lanka Government Is arming Itself with massl,:e powns
the Tigers , variously estimated to forestall a fresh outbreak of eommunal violence between the 
in strength from between 20' Sinhalese and minority Tamil population, David Dousego and
and 30 to more than 200. Com Simon Henderson report from Colombo. 

Describing the situation as a." powder k.eg," President Junius bined operations O'f police and Jayawardene said today that legislation would be brought beforearmy Units are beginning to parltament this week tq outlaw terrorist organl8atlons, remove 
make sweeps of the areas in the- right of ball for the 'most serious offences and obHge the
the Tamil-speaking provinces courts to Impose prison lerms Instead of suspended sentenees,
where the Tigers are believed In addition 500 armed pollee and several army units have
to be living among the local been sent as relnforcements ·to the northern TaaaU speak'ng part 
population. of the Island. . - ' '. : '" .. --: 

These urgent measureshave been' takenfollowlllg the Murder
during the last month of live Tamil police ollleers. An organisa
tion call1ng Itself the Tamil New Tigers MovemeDt-n~ eThere Is no Indication yet of mltted to establishing a separate Talllll state In Ihe north of Ihea foreign involvement as In the island-has elalmed respolllllbitty for these murders as wei' as

case of the North Korean assist six others. 
ance during the 1971 student 
insurrection. Nor is there proof 
of any. international terrorist 
link, although the Tigers are 
said to admire the Palestine 
Liberat ion Organisat ion 
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The News Une Monday July 16 1979 NEWS LINE (LONDON DAILY) 
f 

J.

The only alrcnlft owned by the national airline Air ·Ceylon was bombed and destroyed by the 
Liberation Tlg r5 of Tamil Ee/am on September 7, 1978. the day when the Sri Lankan bourgeoisie 
introduced Its new constitution 
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Air Ceylon picks
 
up the pieces
 

By RANJ AN JOSEPH 
Air Ceylon h decided to overhaul the Lloyds Insurance have already Informed 

engines of the Avro _iraa(t wrecked recently the ' Insurance Corporation of CeYlon on the 
at the Ratmala Airpo rt with a ' vh:w to ret non-coverage of the Ill-fated Avro In respect
covering some part of the Rs. 18 million Joss of the 'sabotage' tlsk clause 
Incurred as a result of the e'JI:plol'ion of a 
bomb planted hOMrd the plane. 

i M GA:: :: TT!::. U .:' f\ \ I ~ " I . \','d . Fr.' •. ;' \ , l'i n Tt1E GAZETTE (MONTREAL CANADA)
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Sri Lanka's Tiger uerrillas
 
am police wit Idness
 

TYP ED REPRODUCTION FOR CLARITY 

( 0 :' 0 :.: 130 - Terrorism , mJ; I. 01 i: ~ni .c~ 10 ~.:,,:••
 

:; ~ : ~ t: ~ ~:-:-: : J~~ . h:..;~~,'-~::1e a ChZ::b1ZI: o~ fhe .,-i Lvn-
 COLOMBO - Terrorism, most of it linked to 
t;. ~ £~ ; " .-~"~ ~::"l:-. n "" ,.. _ . .r ,- ,.. . 

t l • • • es: most sr.rl..C . , . ~ D.... th~ separist guerrillas, has become a challenge ofJ •• e ~O\ (' c ;,.<I 

L!~· ~::: ~~ , T:~c : : - ~J J ;;': tv ('~ t:~: ':i ~ h J ~,~ p J :J : e the Sri Lankan government.
7: ::-.;: ~ ·. ;. t c in ,~ C' r.c:;:" i:t-,: rJtjn:: the T.: : : . i ;~ Iro.n 
d":> ;; .::D,-: : l' by ~ ~. ~ !; ~:l; \ . r ~! r.~: ..h·:-e ~' I..·. : ; . ;: : ~ J1 l i ~)· . Th e government blames most incidents on 

::-.c ~:: \ i :-:-. ::: ~ r. ~ ,~ ~u ( l: ." ~ ·~ I.· ts L1 ~ ;;l " '):J L'i:dc the Liber at i on T'i ger s , who aim to establish a 
: c. : .: ~ ..'t" ~ :t\ . I..~ : :;, ;~ to :..: k ~ ... 0 Ir,: ( "r\ '~~ ;;) : ~ ( me:..c separat e T ami l s t at e in the north, liberating the
:': :l .~ t . C! ;j :;: ; :,:~ I : j :! ~ ~ i,; ;: ~ ~ to g ;;' l=' :1 U: ~ ~ ;. :::s are 
~~~ ; ;-: ; cC! : ~-: ~N i:; c ;:,;c .::::':;; I..-d fJ :~ (; n C ;) ~ : :i~ ~.:i. T amils f r om dominanc e by the major Sinhalese 

'I::e h ·:-;...~ :-i ~ :""l\ h :1\"(·. :.U;'i C' ),: C'i GC\ r;r, r :ll~ :i :. build community.
i:: ~ . dl~~ :-' : ~I.\j l l. ~ : n s . !J L : ~ " ~ b~l ~ ... . , b ~'\ :d \I .l ~ t.1 11~ The government also suspects that 
~ ;;~ ' s . l ~ : ! _" II r :' ~ : l'C ; ;'. , · ,. ;lnd .1>',1_JI,'\l or :-:: <:rCcrcd 
~ : : ': ~ :. ~, ~~ ' \ ·c:::J (,1 ;..t : I..'\i·' \l,i:h the S : r. ~ -: :a:e . 'outside forces' have begun to take an interest i n 

Tr.cse acts ;l:,;:c.;r to l-c ci n~ t l\1 . t ~ h n : : 'ng tile the movement, claiming that funds to support the 
H.; ':: : ~ j ~ r c t L:-: ~ : Li :~ : r. : ~! :; . ~C!1 in Lh :.: nurl h, " 

1;; l ~.,": I:; : ,·,;t nr':C. l. t :-: e Tl:;US C ; ';I:;' Y~ a bold  Tigers are being collected in unidentified foreign 
~<-~ .;-. ~ .. ."'r• .:. .- ~ '" :, ;:-. :. i. ' ~:? t~ :&l ;.:n.-....:,."\1 ;:' (.I ~ c e . . countries • 

•~ r ;' Q""!? u ~ d : ~ ·.-: I,.,,<! )" ,,) u:::.s r~ ~ ('(j ~ Lr:.nc1. or : : 1 ~ 

)~~~ l""'n; :l E...; r:~ (\! .:"'L· Y ~ ':' !l in t .· Qr~ ::;;;"::.:rlt. ;.. J......!;.: ~ The terrorists' have at t ack ed government 
~ .:: c . ~~~ ~;'; ~ : : ~ :r l . c::{"; ;~,,:! hh $~~ :: : "I :.~ ! ..i;~ I ·'; U :: :! ~d buildings, derailed trains, burned buses, held ~p 
t ss. !.;,: C':Ad. O: . ~ c,( t: : ~ j· o '; ~::$ ric:'",1 '..i ;J L': ~ :r:=, .::-U n
C ;" ~=-, !c:':o·.r (~ ~ : (' ;:", · 1 ; ~ ro1c..'\ ar.d flrj( ~ H.~~ t-~ m o:r .lIe state banks, killed II policem.en, and assaulted 
(' ''7.C b:'" J ~ j ~ ~ot at t~ ( two other 1:'~ ~:\1 s . ;.;j ~~ one or mur der ed Tamils who 'collaborated' with the 
.:'\ ~ Yi ,,~;: : i :-..g ta c c.her. Sinhal ese. 
n ~c .:: d ~t: ·..:t Th es e acts appear to be directed at 

::.... ~ :'1 ~":: ~ O~ ? :Col l~ .~j [ liO,C\'O - :t , ,-,- ,,:d t:. t1 lin shaking the stability of the administration in the
!':i 1-:::',: - 01 the b.l:'.\·i '::.15h irno a \Oo ;,H;nl • .>r . nd 

north.~ : ; : .~ " i. 
~..: !J:". pc!.i c: have ! ':: l l~ to f!r:1 a :;;r...; ~ e d ue. al In thei r latest e~ploit, t he Tigers

lhc :: ~ : ; J ere:.:d ·.·.i : ::c ,;:.J t:.c i:1(,ld '~ nL displayed a boldness and a marksmanship that 
amazed police. 

THE TIMES 15th September 1978 A group of armed youths raided a branch 
of the state-run Bank of Ceylon in broad daylight . Group claims it A police guard, hit by a bullet, dropped his sub

bombed aircraft machine gun and ran for cover. One of the yo uths 
Responsibllity for t1he des pi cked up the machi negu n , followed the poli c eman

truction of an Air Ceylon air
craft at Colombo's Ratmalane and finished him off. He came back and shot at 
airport on September 7 was the two ot h er guards, killing one and wounding thectaimed in a letter which
 
reached The Times yesterday other.
 
(OUT Foreign Staff writes).
 Record HaulThe letter. under the' heading 
"Liberation Tigers of Thamil Then t h e group loaded £40,000 - a reeord
Eall1JI1 ", said in part: .. We, 
the Tigers, accept full . respon haul in Sri t anka - of the bank's cash into a 
sibHity for the planti nog (sic) waiting car and d.epar-t eds, 
of the TIME BOMB in the Air 
Ceylon aircrafr Avr()o748, whi ch So f ar the police have failed to find 
(sic ) was completely burnt on ' a single clue, a l t hough a crowd wit nessed the7.9.1978. Our struggle will
 
continue. .. ." The letter was incident.
 
brought to the .at ten tion of
 
Scotland Yard. (7)
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BANK ROBBERS GUN
 
DOWN 2 POLICEMEN
 

Rs. 1.18 MILLION' HEIST IN NALLUR
 

By RANIL WEERASINGHE The machine 'gun.tott lng youth then ente red the bank 
and shot a second Reserve t>olice Con.table Jayaratnam be, Armed contingents of the :Army and .Navy yester· fore going to the toilet and riddling the injured Constable

daY 'joined the Police in a massive operation in the Kingsley Perera with a· burst of the gun.
 
J'atina peninsula to tra(k'doWn two youths who shot Reserve Constable Jayaratnam who was wO\lnded in the
twoPolicemen dead, badly Injured another and es stomach Is now lying critically injured in the ,Janna Hospital 

under armed guard.	 .caped with Rs. 1.18 mJHion from the People's Bank
 
at'Nallur. '
 Following the shooting the two youths got away In the 

very car that was to have transported the money, The car, The incident took place around 10.30 ypsterday morning 
which was driven in the direction of Kankes:lnturai, was later While the cash was being trlmsferred by car from the Nallur 
found abandoned near a Kevil cemetery, Branch to the People's Bank at Jaftna. 

immediately after the loading of the money into the
 
ear, two youths opened fire and wounded Police Constable
 
Kingsley Perera who' was, on escort duty. The wounded Cons- ·
 
table dropped the SUb-machine gun he was carrying and sought
 
cover in the toilet of the bank. MURASOLI (INDIA DAILY)
 

One of the youths who picked up the fallen sub-machine
 
'gun. opened fIre and killed Reserve Police Constable SatiJiya
 8th December 1978nantha who was on duty at the entrance of the bank. 
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~!1,S; o6lJffiJ41i5 Qart6ir&t6fi}UJ ~®~~ 

§jL61WfT &6iDL am aD~ (gun 6fioro u~ uJe:B=.ro 
GaIT (L{lW4, &q.i1. i~,	 /D1l\~ u",LmUJ ~Lf!j 
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/Ji W ftQ9ITWIT/JitF QlfUJW [iJli; QS;IT.rrP.;Tj~~\ R'(ij'ow':"
 
ULii' J5}1IJr5/6JILJQT&TTO'OTrT. , @Gitsrt'm1T ITw,i ' Q; C!!J !p fiJ rir f!J
 
€ilffiuHTTU Gurtv.rtFlTGcrlT wG "'rf' .,JIlINC!?!J1T.
 
!6Guu 4 .&e;&ru L'j1,~d;8l Q!/JI.
 c ntG:u €illYo!II6lT .!9IITIFITdJ THE HlNDU (INDIA DAILY)
 
UJfT;5 ~ ,~$l(T iiff)iu /DtELo
 e;,4;,2jITA- IDITQL '5J~U) ITIT~ 
su.mJ~rl~Qf1w e;&3lL61l!m'J 

6lJj;(;'\)15 -4J, /lJ~/D tC (J,l!u'Joil 
Sri ...... 8.12.1978 

/DIT&fi.!l4iir,"#1rt. ~"~ "fy:Jj.' rnlilJ~!WmifTwJt. ,MGlJ;;/Jim
/DL1JJ/plte;61tIw .!JJ.j$'criirn~ Alert FoRowing
~'TGlL1!lJ@)t..b ~W./UUUUL.. 
~j111l1t1PJ i51fttGTT~ ,	 Gloir:rmr1T. ,Q &IT(!fW4 /!is;
 

tfl.u8l..L r& 8i®LGiT
~ dar G6i' ,-';,J ~-e;L..:.ffi,5.: - '~fL(~ j	 Bank Robb., 
IT IT §.JJ)J IiIJ j ,Emf to L Ulrt L..L tiJQeGi/~lTllirirJW UJrrJi;u COLOMBO. Dec. 7.
 

uITmr~$!;iu ~~q, iJIl5J~
 lI...rrsrr~, _ The Sri Lanka AInu' was pu,. 
ced on alert and a contingency§lrir,mig, II!~ Ul,;urt LJ GJlL , UJITIPuurrmr,.f,§lijWto 91 .-41 plan to prevent any poulble out

GUJ~~~wrt. , ~~~ 8l1T~ IJiifT"U Gurr.:$lFIT1T ®.;!98;$U bunt Of Violence weDt Into e~ect 
~'J£:®~j!J ' (Jurt£-.i>uMfT";' bere.w':"(ElmIirTW1T. @-.;urie;.1r The contingency plan became8iG,""fT9> , G,g;fT~ !J)/.11'z:..O oUJG1~~"1JL' 4'il,~e;~1irTli; ,IJ;~r(JY	 effective followinll .t he gunninger'i. LJwrniIJ~(£I ,;u I': o!F Lii	 down in Jaffna on Tuesday of,]L~Ii;e; (tptiJ-UJIT /] 4bJ. ,!jIJ ,4; 
~'@iit31# " Q.<1~ jJ)/IOl: mrn-ri".:	 three policemen on guard duty at 

$oi.l ffirEJPrT (i\/mfla; Jii '!JiSll a State-owned bank whteh was at·~~WrT/Jiiir 8iL....L@W ,;ut5J ,~ m ,"5Je;m @iT..m:rnt- Jf>rrj;1J)	 tacked by a gang of armed youth . 
..f'/$;Q/ 61JrT Gk~GtJrT . 0;-1...0	 Two otllcers were kl11ed and theU/wmwrf' .@<'!J If] ,!bS;Olr,':J'U
@flJffi~/.o1L....LQf1T. C!Jlmr:5'!.d	 th ird was critically injured. TheIfMu,;;;rt .~rrrr (!1di.ljj ,t; rr:1lJ youth then vanished with Rs. 1.2~JJt ~GAJ ' GWfTlFW. UIT,Ig)d;s;uUL(ijrn-orr f5tf)!pJt	 million s, ' 

• #1"· • ~ ", «" 6;," .!!..~1To1l'J~ Qtl)l;J!/tiJ	 The pollee said they believed , '§t u U tr Ii; fj,) " (Jp (,~ ;L, .' l~ the attack was made by a group
Q,<i;n ~;;'-rrUJi.i- IS ~¥ ' Gl;;: ;. rJ 4mru(i,)j~(;1JJf>ITu/ iirm,jJ • of young militants belonging 10 
@WtTo:w . p;LEiP ' »» G' ~~ .ffiJCsu",UJIJi~iTL~ UITri"on.:u	 the minority Tamil community 

prusing for a' separate state. The /D z',-l)U 4~Cle;.rr ~mt8; o; 1!.nJ~	 u.9L ®61J~m~u , QUIT6S.ro men planned the robbery to gain
~rnflJu]wri" o;(!Mlfi)(jr;o tsrtr»	 Gl"'~Qwk.rf' , Glf!!'iU'g'ilJ fund s for the separatist cause, 

~rn~~a8~i'I9 ~,B;aW uJrry> the peltce said.-UNI. 
%'~It ~rn!T J1;~ lotriTTrrJt. 
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T H g G U A R D I A N Wednesday June 20 1979 

Peter Niesewand looks at a propaganda. 
campaign's violent heritage. 

Sri Lanka 
polishes 
Tamil 
•Image 
.F rom Ihis yo un z, riisl:runllf'rl 

c rou p. the ou tl aw ed gue r r- Ila 
orga n isa tion , Ih e Tam il T i ::: f' r ~ , 
d raws many of its acu vists. A 
number of recent ha nk rob. 
b NIf'S, are believed to be the 
work of the T1gers with the 
arm of finan cing th e purcha se 
of mo re arms. 

T am il gu e r ratla bands scorr-d 
a se r tes of propagan da \'1 1" 

toru -s' lavt Sept emb e r w hr n 
th ev destrovort th e on lv ai r ' 
cr a ft cwneri by the na tio nal 
ai r line . Air Cey lon . a nd th en 
went on 10 assassm ate a puhcr
i n fo r m a nt i n the i n c~d e n t. ," 

well as a cons ta b le . La te r a 
gu err illa suspect was a r res t ed . 
Air Ceylo n has only j us t g-one 
hack in to bus iness, using leased 
ai rc ra t t . 

Palice inv estigating T am',l 
gu e r ri lla acl ivu ies a re na rti cu 
lart v at ri sk . T he mu rd er of 
Mr Allred Dura lyap pah, f orme r 
ma yor o f th e northern tow n of 
Jaffna , provi des a good ex 
amp le of ' t h is , Mr Dura lyappa h 
w as sh ot d ead in J u ly . 1975. 
a nd po lice i nve xl igat ion s pro
ccedc d slowlv. A~eorni ng ( 0 

admissi on s h v the go\'Crn men l, 
19 m on ths ia ter. P oli ce Co n
s taole Karu nani rih i who was 
m aking Inqui r les abou t th E' 
assassin:at ion, was h im se lf rnur
n<'l'e(1 Tw o ot he r constables in
\ 'ol\' prI in 1he invcs t iga u o n of 
Karun arnd hi 's death were 
gu nned do w n three m on ths 
la tr-r. a nn ill April last yea r. 
gu e rnl las murd e re d an ins pec 
l or. a sub-ins pe cto r , a sergeant 
and a pot ice d ri ve r . 

It IS ha rd to see h ow t he 
I(lIe rr.'lIa v iolence ca n . be 
o h rruna red whi le Tarml grr ev 
ann" abou t ed uca t io n. jobs. 
la n gu a ~ c , dev elopmen t and 
lanrl co n ti n ue. 

(9) 
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HINDU (I nd ia) 

8th December 1978 

Police Infomtant 
Shc,t Dead 

COLOMBO, Dec. 7. 
A ryc!e mechanio auspec:ted or 

haviD. liven Yaluab\e InrormaUon 
to the CIO concern in, the bl ow 
up of the AJr Ceylon AVllO at the 
Katunayake International a irport 
n ear here in Septemller last" has 
been shot dead by tliree unIdenti 
fied youths in Jalfna. capital or the 
Tamll~omlnated Northern P 
Vince, accord ing to information 
reaching the police headqU;lrters
here tooday. 

The &unmen mowed down t h 
mellanlc In broad daylight when 
he was rl!palrlnll ,a cycle. Thty 
told the meehanle berore .;hollotln, 
him that he bad .iven the police 
il ~ fo l'llla tlon which led!o the 
ure.;t of a penon In connection 
with the Avro blow-up.-P'I1. 

THE GUARDIAN June 1978 

lVIPs protest at new
 
Sri Lanka laws
 

By ~!art in Wal ker 

A g- roup o f 50 La bo u r ~IPs has 
se nt a pe:it io n tu the l:ovcrn. 
mont at Sri Lanka condemnin:; a 
.. huge step aWay from d emo. 
crac y " taken In two .. n ew 
an ti· ter roris t " laws, 

Th e laws w h ich ha ve ca used 
the conce rn are the Prcsc r rp
. .cn at TII,ers Ac t. and a ne w 
law des ign ed to cu rb the wave 
of se r iou s crime in S ri Lanka. 
This rrnpcscs minimum sen
ten ces for se r iou s crrme , and 
mak es b: 11 di ffic~lt to obtatn. 

Under th e Proscr ipti on of 
Tige rs law, pollee , and gov ern. 
me n t hav e un n rece uen red 
pow e rs to dotai n, In terroga t e 
and impri son people suspec ted 
of bein g T ige rs , or of s u ppo rt. 
in g them. 

But th e law Is f ra m ed In 
s uch a way that its provisions 
can be e xtended to any ot h er 
group wru ch is ollic ia lly p ro. 
no unced to be .. pre jUdic ial to 
the In t e rna l secur it y vi Srt 
L a nka ," and it is th is aspect of 
t he law which h as alarmed the 
La bour MP s, 

StJNllAY OBSERVER (LO NDO N) 15.9 .1 979 

Tamil 'tigers' 
A new \l l h ll"~l· IJ f ,"io lc ll oc 

by Tami l sep arat ist s in the 
north of S r i La nka m ay lead 
to a Governme nt ba n on' the 
ll[Jpos irion Ta m il U n ited 
Liberatill" Fro n t (TU L F) 
IIllder ne w e me rge ncy re[:lI la · 
tiO Il:' . 

Presiuellt .Tayaw a rd E'ne h as 
de cl ared. a Sla te of e m e r · 
ge ncy in the J a ffn a district 
an d new a nti ·terro r is m Jaws . 
inc luding life se ntences. w ill 
be inr rod uced in P a rl ia m e n t 
o n ll1Ursda,v. T he po lice and 
armed fo rce.s w ill be given 
Areal e r powers of sea rc h and 
a r r es t, 

The Gover nm cnt h as a I· 
rf'itd<y banned a Tam il 11'1" 

ro ris't movemenr called rh e 
'Liberation T il:e r s ,' wh ich 
has killed sevel 'al policem e n 
in the no rth " 

mailto:q,rr@j,/t.p,fr
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'PHE GUARDIAN 16. 5.1978Politics and 
Forces help 

Social Affairs. in manhunt 
S~ t at th e SJr:1e time , the T:I:11il quest ion has led to 

- , ,:j-;ol rer rorisrn t:J~ first of its kind in the coun try.
 
-~~~- wr ~~' after ~'1 e killin g o f fou r Criminal Invcstigau ous
 
:~ ;" l:l l!: r.lt de t e ctiv cs invcs tig .uing J pollti,'a1 murd e r at 

.' -:Itt (,:-D t he li fe of a TanJ Unite d Liber ation Front MP
 
-, :-.0 ~.a d crossed over to t he govem ment ) , a Tamil-language
 
" ....5;'!;Je r published wha t It claimed to be a le tter from the
 

. : e =~ l ion Ticer ~t ovt'::;cnt cla iming resp onsibility for the 
,'.;\& cf II people, TI:e governmen t ac ted swiftly and 
':J: ed .. series of r:l e _ ~:HC5 , incl uding the movement of 

'.:," ; to :lii,'~ : r.1 are.is :1:1.1 t t-'l' bann ing of the Liberati on . 
. , - \!l)V" I111'"' 

· ~ i.-::"e J C~ i ~, : : i;~ of the: Libe r at ion Tizc rs (c om prising rad i

. ' 1J :1 .;; Y C'l: t ~ ) I n: consi.lcrc .t to be t :ll' ,kt ~lI il:t: f.ld"r


h :!\ t = ': \l' ~ t s the Tamil United Libe rati on Fro nt (T l l l. F),
 
; ; ~;;. ~ ing C'f';>cs i t iC':l party , fr ;) ~, l blving lip Its dem and Ior
 

, ..'7~ : l\ e Slate, With such a con st raint , the TULF has been
 
.•."). of s '~;';' 0:: in~ th e governmen t whic h it nrigh t well
 

', : ,: 0:\ ~ in vi ew of the concessions granted to the Tamils. 

T HIS FORTN1CIIT : June 25-J uly 9, 1979 

GLOBAL TRENDS 

TAMILS IN SRI LANKA 

From Reuter 10 Colombo 
PRESIDENT : Jayewardene 
has calleel out the Army. 
Navy and Air Fo rce In Sri 
Lanka to help police find th e 
kill ers of five detec tives In 
the Tamll·speaklng J affna 
Peninsula. The self-styled Lib
eration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, who demand a separ 
ate and Indep end ent Tamil 
State, have claimed responsl
blllty for kllllns teur det ee
Uves but police beli eve they 
were also responsible for the 
death of a lifth, 

Rewards tota lli ll~ nearly 
£1<1,000 have been offered by 
the pollee, who belleve the 
'f i;!;ers han- ennn ectlons ill 
Britain. the Gulf States, 
Malaysia and Singapore . 

TIGERS ON THE PROWL
 
T he Ti gers a re on th e pr owl, 

more elusive than ever be fore. 
T he very me n tio n of the word 

"T ige r" gives the creeps to Sinhalese 
politicians a nd T a mi l moderates of Sri 
Lanka. It is no t the man-eating variety 
tha t the y a rc afraid of, but mi litant 
Tamil you t hs, sty led " L ibera tio n Tig 
ers" , operating in th e predominant ly 
Tami l a rea s of no rt hern and eastern 
p rovinces of the isla nd rep u blic. 

In the last week of M ay, the Sri 
La nka Government extended t he ban 
on the Tamil yo uth movement for one 
more yea r, If no thing else, thi s is a clear 
indica tor of th e growi ng stre ngth of the 
Liberation Tigers and the Govern 
ment 's exerc ise of constitutional wea
po ns to comba t the aspirat ion s of the 
majori ty of Tam ils in Sri La nka. 

The Tami ls ha ve been oppressed for 
too long and the Tigers a re their su n
beam of hope. Frust rated by ra cia l and 
linguistic discrimina tion both in higher 
ed uca tion and employmen t chances, 
Tamil yo u ths had taken to arms to 
crea te "Ta m il Eelam"-a separa te sta te 
for Tam ils. 

Encou raged by the declara tion of the 
ve tera n Tami l lea der , la te S..J. V . Chel 
vanayakarn on Ma y 22, 19 75, t ha t 
Tamils were " left with no o the r means 
of survival bu t the resto ration of th e 
Tamil sta te", the yo uths took to insur
rections. The first sa lvo wa s fired with 
the m urder of the ma yor of Jaffna in 
1 ~75 who was a kn own sym pa thise r of 
the then S iri mavo Ba nda ra na ya ke 
Government. T his was fo llow ed by 
severa l robberies of ba nk s a nd post 
offices. to finance T iger ope ra tions. 

. When the J R. 
J a ya wa rdt:ne Govern men t proclaimed 
a new constit u tion on Sep tem ber 7, 
19 77 , th e T igers blew u p a n Avro 
aircraft at the Ra t na ma lc airport near 
Colombo . J a yawardene and other 
Govern ment leaders were expec ted to 

be at . th e ai rport, bUI their plans wtre 
cha nged , Nonetheless, th e Avro inti ' 
dent gave the jitte rs to the Govern men t. 
whi ch la unched a ma ssive m an hun t. 

As many as 17 pol ice office rs , who 
went to Jaffna to investigate th e Avro 
inciden t were killed , b ut not one of th e 
arsonists cou ld be appreh end ed . Some 
persons were tak en Into custoclv ~ill" 
interrogat ion , but th ose a ct uallv i ll 

volv ed co uld no t be tr aced . This has led 
th e poli ce to suspect cverv Tamil vou th 
in Co lom bo and o ther major town s. 

Over the mo nth. th e Tigers ha ve 
developed ~ood con tac ts wit h Tamils 
abroad , especial ly in Singapore. Lon 
don, the Fiji isla nds a nd Mauritius, 
J a ffna Tamils wh o ha ve sett led down in 
t h e se p la ces h a ve und ertaken a 
sy sternat ir p ro pa ga nd a for Tamil's 
ca use and arc a lso rais ing fu nds for the 
m o vemen t. 

The Sri Lan ka Covernrneru is mfu r
iated b v th e T i \!;~ rs , co nt inu~d co m ac tv 

wi th the D ~IK in Tamil Nad u, 

(11) 

The Fo re ign Sec re tary of Sri Lanka 
asserted on M a v 14, be fore the Sansoni 
Commission which is in q ui ri ng into the 
19i7 co m m u na l riot s, that the Ti 'Se!"S 
ha d co nnections wi th some '~ rsdni sa
lions in Tami l ~~tJ He sa id that as 
many all ~o .rm(J detonators detec ted a t 
Vah.'E tli tu r;i in no rthern Sri Lanka 
we re ;; rn u~!( !ed in to th e isla n d from 
South Ind ia. 

Meanwhile. latest re oo rts sa v th a t the 
pol ice is bei n g eq uipped " 'ith ' the go'la. 
ge ts like speed cars, automat ic ~u n s. 
wal kie -tal kie sets and trai n ing in Sco t 
land Ya rd to counter the T icer "men
ace" , 
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Separatists' to 
face new ban 

From Re~\er.!!1 .ColQ~bo 
.The SrJ ·,I,:mkan. G0gemment 

will - intUidu ce ; legislation .. to 
combat a growing ' wave of 
separatist guerrilla ~ violence . 
President Junius" Jayewardene 
said yesterday. 

He told his United National 
Party Government parliament
ary group that he was consi
dering banning tile separatist 
movement and .' , the : Tamil 
United Lib era ti 0 n Front 
(TULFJ, .which - has · i.7 'MPs , 
He said . that TULF headed a 
separatist guerrilla organisa
tion ,'. -ealted :: the Llberatlon 
TiierL 

THE GUARDIAN 

Tuesday July 10,1979 

Tiger talk 
Sir .-Accordi ng to • 

Reutcr new s item (July 4 ) 
Mr J ulius .Jayaward ane. the 
P res ident of Sri Lanka has 
stated that the Tamil Parlia
menta ry Opposition Party, 

!)y Harry Eelavan the Tamil L ni te d Lib era t ion 
Fro nt headed the gue rri lla 

J R JAYAWARDENE, the Presi Iihera tion movement. Ihe 
dent of Sri Lanka has declared a state	 in Jaffna. When the state of emergency Liberati on Tigers of Th am il 

Tigers take ontyrant 
Ealam.of emergency in Jaffna, the northern	 was declared. Jayawardene pve orders to 

The Liberation Tigers wishcity of . .elam province, where the	 the army and police to wipe out 'terrorism' It is conditions like to st ate that such a cla im is
Tamil popu la t io n live. For the last . in the province.	 these of workers on . tota lly un true and ca lculateda tea plantation thattwo years a Tam il guerilla group, the S OOIl after troops arrested eight young	 to confuse the people of Sribsve lead to theact ivists, The bodies of two were found on	 Lank a and the world. TheLiberatio n Tigers ofela m , have	 Tamil demand for 
been waging an armed struggle for	 a street near the army camp. The fate of secession from Sri Libera ti un Tigers a re a revo

the others i not yet known. The same day Lanka. Pict ure: lu tionarv politic al orga nisa
secession. They have claimed respon lion. having an ind rpendentthe police arrested 50 youths in the bus Martin Walkersibility for the deaths of 15 top police	 pollical st ructure and lead erstation then rampaged through the city
officers in the past year and a half,	 ship. Th e Tig er Movcmontattllcking people on the streets. Now over functions with a socia list300 Tamils are suffering detention and ideo logy and committ ed luThere are now 8.000 20vernment troops torture. . revo lutio nary armed st ruggte 

\ 0 achieve nationa l indepen
dence.- Yours s incerely . 
Chie f Repr esent ative. Wes
tern E urope. Kame and 
add ress supplie d) 

The News Line Monday July 16 1979 NEWS LINE (LONDON DAILY) 

Tamis light back aga-ns
 
Sri Lanka repression


The organisation has since 
The Tigers have also offi been declared illegal, but it•••••• It was th is s itua tion which cia lly repudiated an attempt

produced a new organisation continues	 to wage a heroic 
by the Jayawardene govern- -iI'he RCL. which conta ins 

strug gle against the Sri	 both Tamils and Sinhalese in- a guerrilla organ isation 
Lankan state apparatus . ment to discredit thcm in the • its ranks de fends the Tamilcalled the Liberation Tigers 

The Tamil Tigers hit-the eyes of Tamil revolutionary Tigers ag a inst the oppres of Tamil Eelam. Th4rUbera
youth by associatlng them sion of thc Jayawardene re tion Tigers' won some ef the headl ines la st September 

best Tam il youth to its when they destroyed the only with the bourgcois T lILF.... gi rne ••••• 
ranks. a ircraft owned by the nation 

al ai r line . Air Ceylon ! 

(12) 



Thursday Auql1sl 2 1~79 NEWS LINE (LONDON DAILY) 

State of emergency

•In Tamil region
 

THE SRI LAN A govern
ment has im poed a ma jor 
mi.litary clampdown on 
the 'Tamil north of the 
country , ith a . sta le or 
emergen cy in the region. 

The cla mpdown is the re
spo nse of the pro-impe rialist 
"eg ime 01 Pre. ide nt .I , I . 
J avawardene 10 the growin g 
struggle wa ged by the Tamil 
people for national indepe nd
ence. 

Th e army unde r Chie f ot 
St aff . Bri ga dier Weerat un
ga o has been se nt in force to 
the region aroun d Ja ffna. f he 
mai n Ta m il citv. 

li s orders a rc 10 ca r ry oul 
a ruthless ca m pa i n a ga ins t 
so-c a ll e d · te r ro r is t s · . In 
prac tice this means vicious 
repr isa ls against all those 
who sta nd lor Tamil inde
pe ndence . 

MOfltll tfG Sf AI. s.tv Nla, Au..... I I 

Victims of
 

VICTIMS of tbe "dler bWlt" 
in Sri Lanka lie dead, their 
bodies bearinl the ma rks of 
torture and their skulls smashed 
open. 

These two YOUDK men were 
members of the Liberation Tillers 
of Tamil Eelam, a left-wlnll 

In the ' las t few weeks . I:' 
T am il yo u t h h ave d i s
appea red into the gover n
ment' s pr isons and det ention 
c a m ps a nd nobody know s 
what ha s happe ned to the m . 

And a t the ' ha va kacher i 
police s ta t ion Ileal' Janna . 
th r ee you t hs d ied un d e r 
p o l i c e i n t e r r o ga t io n , 
Anothe r Iwo were shol by 
pol le e a nd Iheir bodie s 
thrown under a bri dge . 

The ma in ta rget of Ihe re p
rcssion is the Libe ra tion Ti
ge l'S of -Tam il Ee la m . a n 
armed libe ration move me nt 
which fights lo r the inde
pend e nce of th e T a m i l 
people. 

During a recent visit 10 
Britai n by the Sri I.a nkan 
Prime Min is t er . R. Pre
madasa. the T igers sent him 
a de claration protestin g a t 
the ca mpaign by the United 

It" 

anka' 

National Party government 
to s ta m p out th e liberation 
s t ruggle . 

It sa id the government's 
policy was one of 'el iminat 
ing by brute force a legiti · 
mat e political s t r u g g le 
based on a democratic prin
c i p le 01 national s e l f 
determination ' . 

' II is beyond reasonable 
do u bt Ih at your go ver n
ment's obje ct ive is not to 
wipe oul a non-exist ent IeI" 
ro r isrn but 10 unlea sh ac tua l 
te rrorism and violence to 
cre a te p~-lnn Ong th e 
Ta m il masses .' 

'tiger hunt' 

., 
.. 

. ..... 
\ 

~ ..... .'-.
•... • 

l ue rUIa movement I dal for 
t e Inde pendence of the Tamil 
nation in Sri Lanka. 

T he Ca Ian Aplast Re
pression In Tamil claim that at 
least 16 yo ut. ave n killed 
and 150 arrested In the last 
montb 10 a bid to crush the 

(1 3) 

llberatloa movement. 
The loveroment has intro

duced eme-rlency laws, including 
trial without Jury, for "crlmJDal 
actlvltles aaainst "be state" and 
severe pre censorship on news 
abo ut tbe Tamil people's I 
str un Je. 
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TIGERS PRarEST LE'ITER TO PRIME MINI STER 

A l et t er of prot est f r om the Central Committee of the Li bera 
t i on Tigers of Thami l Ealam, was han ded in Lond on t o Sr i Lan
ka 's Pr i me Mi nister Mr R. Premada s a recent ly . Fol l owin g i s 
the text of the lett e r : 

Dear Sir , A ver y grave and explos iv e situation has aris en in 
Thamil Eal am as a cons equenc e of your Gover nmen t ' s de t ermi na 
t i on to stifle a nd s tamp out , by violent mea ns , the l egi t i 
mate s t r uggle of the oppr es s ed Tha mil nation for politica l in 
dependence . The i ntensified military occupa t i on of Thamil 

, l an ds , t he increased t errori s m of the Stat e pol i ce ag a i nst 
th e i nn ocent Thamil mas s es, t he implement a t i on of new repr es 
sive l egi sla t i ons t ha t a nnul s t he ver y fre edom of poli tica l 
agi tat i ons- a l l such de vi ous met hods of totalitarian tyranny 
sign~ fy that your Government ha s mounted a massive sca l e opp
re ss~ on to s t rangl e the will of a nati on of pe ople and silen
ce their poli t i ca l aspirat i ons . In v i ew of fac t that your 
Governme nt ha s embar ked on a policy of elimina ting , by brute 
fo r c e , a l egi t i ma t e pol i t i ca l s t r uggl e based on a democratic 
pr i ncipl e of nati ona l s el f - de t er mi na t i on and that you r Gover n 
ment ha s bee n using t he name of our revolutionary move men t a s 
a ~ret ex t to invoke s uc h r epr essive measures and t o i nflame 

the fi r es ?f ~i nha~a chauvi ni , t he Liber ation Tigers are compelled t o coun ter su ch v i c i ous allega 
t~ons a nd ~ns~ nua t~ons . The mos t i mportant fa ctor t hat we wi s h to state clearly a nd empha t i ca l l y i s 
~ hat we ar e not a gr oup of amateur a r med a dven t ur i s ts r oaming i n t he j ungl es wi t h r omantic poli t ical 
~ llus~on s , nor are we a band of t errori s t s or vandals ~ho ki l l and de s troy at ra n~~ for ana rchic r ea 
s ons . We a r e nei t her murd erers nor crimi nals or violen t ~tic s as your Government of t en att empts t~ 
portray us . On t he cont rar y , we are r evolutionar ies commit t ed t o revol ut i ona r y poli tical practi ce 
We r epres ent the mo ~t powerful ex t ra- pa r l iament ary l ibera tion movement in t he Thamil na ti on . We re 

_ pr es ent the mi litant expre s i on of t he collec tive will of our people who a r e de t ermined t o figh t 
f?r f r eedo m, di gni t y and j us t ice . We a r e t he a r med va neuard of the s truggling ma s s es , t he freedom 
f1 eh t e r s of the oppres s ed . We ar e not in any wa,y isolated a nd ali enat ed from t he popular mas s es but 
i mmer s ed a nd int egrat ed wi t h t he popul a r will , wi t h the co l lect i ve soul of our na t i on . Our revolu
tionar y or ga ni aation i s bui lt t hr ough r evolunti onary s t r uggl es ba sed on a r evolutionary t heory . IVe 
hol d a firm co nvict ion t ha t a rmed r esista nce to t he Sinhala mili t ary occupation a nd r epres s ion is t he 
only viable . an d effec tive mea~ s to ac hieve the na tional liberat ion of Thamil Eal am. Against the r e
a c t lonary v ~olence and t e r ro r~ sm perpetrated aga i nst our people by your Governmen t we have the righ t 
of ar med de fence a nd decisive masses of peop le are beh ind our revolutionary struggle . 

Why We Are Comllli t ted To Ar med Stru !~gl e 

The Thamil poli t i cal history of r ece nt t i mes wi l l certai nl y indicate t o you t ha t our people have ex
hau s t ed a l l forms of peaceful s t ruggl es , a i l f orms of parliamen t a r y ag ita t i ons , a l l f or ms of negotia
t ions an d pac t s . For nearly a quart er of a cent ury t he Thami l na t i ona l i s t movement fo ught decis iv el y 
encompassi ng a vari e t y of fo rms of s t ruggl es f rom ~ eace f ul picke tings to ma s s hartals , f r om mass de
monstrations t o gener a l s t r i kes - a l l aspects ot peaceful pol~ t ical prac ti ce have been e xpre~e ed and 
cxhsuated , The mor e t he I'hami.I n.aa uea s ought non- vi.ol.en t methods to r-edr-eas t l:ei r gri evar.c es , t he 
mor-e t he Si nha l a r-uLi.ng c l as s es s ough t v iolent mat hoda of mil itar'J oppr es s i o n a nd s ub j uga t i. or. j tj-.e 
more t.hey cal l ed f or na tional emanci pa t i on t he more t he mili t a ry invasion , occupation an d repressioJl . 
I t is becaus e of t he hei ~ht ene d condit ion of t hi s sava ge oppression , of the exhau s tion a nd f rus t ra 
tion of p eacef ul agitat ions t ha t pro~p t ed our move men t t o engage i n 'r evolu t i ona r y a rmed resistance 
whi ch we hold i s a co ntinuation of the political struggle of our oppres s ed peop le . The guer r i l l a war 
fare , t he form of t he popular at rugg.Le we a r e c omm.i. tt er! t o i G not bo r ne out of bl ind militancy or 3d
vent ~ri sm tu t aros e out of t he hi s torical nccensity , ou t of t he concrete condi ti ons o f i ntolerable 
na t ional oppres sion . Our act i ons and oper nt i onu , a .; your Gove rnment nt t empt s t o pa i nt , ar e not .i nd i a 
criminate burst s of i r r a t i ona l violenc e or ter r or il.:m ; they ;lr ,' acts of r evolut i ona r y vi ol ence of t he 
oppressed agai nr.t t he r eac tionary vi olence of t he opp r es sor . We a r e waring a heroi c st r uggle aga inst 
the oppres si ve i nstrument s of t he s ta t e , agains t thone who t ry t o hunt us down, against t hose who 
plot to wi pe us out , aga.innt, t bone who bet r ay UlJ an d ilg:Ji ns t those t r a i t or-n an d oppo rtuni s ts who be
tray t he noble ca use of Our t i onaL lilierat ion Gt r uGgle . Who a re th e l 'e r r or i sts :~ 

The f irs t piece of dr-ac oru. n l eLrislation enac ted bo your Gover nment wa f> t o pros cr i be t he 'I'Lger move 
ment 'a l l egi ng tha t we arc da ngeroua t er r or ists t hrea t er i ng the ve r y f oundat i on of the s o- cal l ed na t io 
nal uni t y an d t er r i torial i nt egr ity . Such Q l ec i sla ti on was , in actua l fa c t , :limed not only to s up
press the r evo l uti onary arm ed s t r ugele of t he 'I'hunri Lc but a lso to con soli dat e a n unpopul ar bour-geo i s 
dic t a t orshi p ae;ai ns t t he pos s i ble upriGine of t he oppr ssed Si nhala mas s es . The new Emer gency Re
gUlati ons a i m t o combat te r r or i sm, bu t in r ea li t y it i :.; primarily mot i v ted t o c rush a nd destroy th e 
Thamil na t i onal mov ement, a 'Long wi t h a l l f orms of popu.ra r- cLaas struggl e aga i ns t t he St a t e . Such t o
t ali t ari a n l eGis lat ions ne~t e t he very f reedom of poli tical expr ession nd con t r aven e the ba s i c pl 'i 
cil'a)es of hurr~n r i ght an d l i ber t y . I n the de l ude d eye s of your Qover nmen t our moveme nt a ppea r s t o 
be a spect r e of ter r or ism a nd an a rchy . I n r ea l ity , who ar e t he se t er r or i s ts? We asse r t , a nd we J d 
tha t we are right in our a c .ser -ti.on , t.ho.t, it i s t he Sta t e police an d t he armed f orce s a nd thos e wh 
poi s on t he minds of t he i nnocent Si nhalu mUDs es with r acial f nnn tic i s m a nd cha uvinism a r e the r e" l 
t errori s t s . 'I'hor-o has been i nnume r a hl e i nci den t s of ouch a c t n o f terr or ism pe rpetra ted aga i nst our 
people , i nci den ts of m:lSS mur de r , l oot i ng a nd a r Gon by r ac i s t terrorists aided a nd ab et t ed by ~ he 

a rmed force s , inc i dent s of , .hno t ir.g ' U1d killinG oi innoceut 'l'hami l people , i ncidents of eadi s t i c mur
ders an d ba r bar i c t orture b L, c poli ce . The ne violen t nctn c ert a i nly fall wi t hin t he ca teGory of 
t er r-or-i sm a nd t hese t er r or i s t " ar e none other t han t he ins t r ument s of State oppressi on an d the reat:: t 
iona ry forc en o f rac i sm. 
I t i s UPOC1 these t err ori t rorccc t ha t your Governmen t h::\s bestowed extra- or di na ry power s to ens ur e 
the peac e and s ecu r-i t.y of our peop l e . 'l'her'e f' or-e , i t i s beyond r-ea sonnbLe dou ot t hat your Cover-nment ~ 

objecti ve i s not t o wipe out a 1l0n-exiDtent t errori "m liut t o unl eas h a c tual terrori sm and viol e: ce 
to c r ea te pan i c among the Thami l m.::H;s es . By ouch a t.i uh-h' lllde d uc t , t he Si nha ln r uli ng c l as s aims t o 
de nt r oy t he de t ermi ned will of ou.r n.nt i on to fi ght for po li tical i ndependence . But t he Governme n 

a o f ai l ed t o compr-ehend t he lri n t.or-Lca L t r ut.h t hn t the mor e :l na t i on of people a r-e opressed t he more 
they become determi ned t o fi Ght ba ck t he oppr-ouai on , By intensi f y i ng oppression your Governme nt wil l 
never be ab le t o uc hi cvo i t:.; <li mn of or s l ,w ir lG our peop le but wi l l certai nly open t he pr ospec tive of 
pr'oLongud pop ul nr armed "I. r u/;:c;l e , n nt r<lt ee;i c ob j ec ti V f' t o which w" :lr e -,1r endv co mmi tl ed t o . 
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Civil Adminsi stration Partially Paralysed 
Your Governmen t has cl os ed several bank s and the airport in t.he North pla cing t he bl ame on out- libera 
tion movemen t . A state of emergency ha s been de clared c lai~i n g th" t cr i mi na l <:l ct s ar e on the incre
as e in Thamil areas. The Gove rnment ' s mot i ve behind such s t ra t egy is wellknow~ to our people . It i s 
the calculated a i m of your Government to pLa ce more hardship and inconveni.mce on out people hopi ng 
that. the Thw~il mass es might feel the pinch and gradual l y t urn critical of us and final l y bet ray us . 
Suc h a dev ious s t r at egy , we are c ert ~in , will nev er work . It simply exposes t he im~en cy of your 
Gov ernment ' s c i.vi I admi ni s t ra t i on which ha s bee n partially paralysed . The declaration of t l.e Stat e 
of Energency bares ample t estimony tha t your Gov er nment i s totolly incap able of exercisi r. ~ 9ny form 
of ci vi l authority in the Thamil nation other than by military occup ation and repression . Act s of 
violence emanating from the most oppress ed and deprived sec t i ons of t he masses are not t ypica l symp
toms in the North alone . They are more pervasiv e in Sri Lanka s igni fying t he s oci o- economi c cr isis 
your Government i s conf r ont ed wit h. Thi s fact is amply illustra ted by a a t.a t emerrt ma de i ,. Parliament 
recently by the Minister of J us b ce that between Janua ry and April of 1978 t here have been 474 flgm i 
ci des and 214 incidents of robb eries a nd burglaries thr oughout the i sland . Your Gover mnent has been 
us i ng the Thamil revolutionary youth a s scape- goa ts f or ci vi l unrest t ha t i s boiling t.hroughout The 
mil Ealam and Sri Lanka. The t ruth i s that your ca pitalist regime is f ac ed with a major cr isis and 
the down-trodden class elJ are hecomi nc impat ient and di sgruntled . The increasing criminal violence i s 
an ext er nal manifes t.ation of t he i nt er nal frus trations of t he masses . Un:>bl e to r esolve t he na t i ona l 
economi c crisis and the mounting s oci a l problems, your Government i s adop t i ng the reactionary str a 
tegy of intensifying t he national oppression or the 'I'hanri Ls a nd Lnvoking the 'f i ger phob i a . The Sin
hala national bourgeoisie always de s c ends to su ch dirty politics of rac i Gm nr:d cha uvi ni sm R S a de s 
perate means to turn t he t i de of Sinha l a mass r es entment aga ins t the Stat e , towards t he Thami ls .S uc h 
a s t ra tegy , we are certain , wi.Ll, not work in the long ru n s i nc e t he revolutionary proletariat i n Sri
Lanka is be comi ng ideologi cally conscious of t he dangcrs of chauvinism that divide and immobilise t he 
Sinhala working cl ans . We ar e fi ghting for a noble ca use , " ri ght cau se, the ca us e of na t i olla l free
dom of the oppressed na't i cn-d'hantiL Ealam . The revolutionary process towards which we work to a ch i eve 
national liberation and socia lism will be long and a r duous . Yet , we are cer ta i n that no fo r ce on 
earth , however r epressive it may be , ca n s t op us from the r evolut ionary s t rugg' .(, we ar e commit ted t o . 

LONG :LIVE THPJHL .EALAM . 

~/RAK.SARI
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An Extract from the Political 

Manifesto of the Liberation Tigers. 

THE LIBERATION TIGERS OF THAMIL EALAM has a revolutionary 

politico-military structure. The revolutionary political practice of the 

movement is based on a revolutionary political theory aimed at the 

organisation and polltlcization of the working masses towards a 

popular war of national liberation and socialist revolution. The total 

strategy integrates both the national struggle and class struggle, 

interlinks both nationalism and socialism into a revolutionary project 

aimed at liberating our people from both social and national 

oppression. This strategy also aims to fuse the progressive patriotic 

feeling of the masses with proletarian class consciousness to 

accelerate the process of social revolution and national liberation of 

Thamil Ealam. The military objective of the Tigers is not simply 

confined to a confrontation with the armed forces of the oppressive 

regime, nor is their committment to revolutionary violence an 

alternative to mass movement. The Tigers firmly believe that the 

revolutionary armed resistance must be susta ined and supported by th e 

mobilized masses. The invincible power of the organ ised masses, we 

believe, must be activated as the force of popular resistance. Our 

politico-military strategy is therefore aimed at the transformat ion of 

our protracted guerrilla warfare into a people's popular war of national 

liberation. 
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