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INQUEST No. 3427
VERDICT

The International Association of Tamil Research held its
onference in Sri".L'anka'at the laffna Town commencing on
-1-1974. It concluded on 9-1-1974. Professor Vithiananthan
f the Ceylon University was its President. Dr. K. Mahadeva
nd Mr. V. S. Thurairajah were the Joint Secretaries. Dr. K. Ma-
adeva was the General Secretary of the Conference.

The academic sessions concluded on 9-1-74. At these
essions a large number of foreign scholars participated. The
ffairs of the r.onference were managed at the Secretariat in
0. 229, Main Street, Jaffna. On 29-12-1973 "Dr. Mahadeva
ad discussed the full programme with the Honourable Prime
Minister and an assurance was given to her by Dr. Mahadeva
hat there would be no political speeches at the meeting.

On 10-1-1974 it was decided by the organisers to have a
ublic meeting to distribute awards to those who had partic-
pated in the cultural programme. This meeting was to have
een held at the Municipal Open Air Theatre but according to
witness Dr. Mahadeva it was held at the Veerasingham Hall
ecause there were rains and the theatre was soggy and not
uitable. :

At 10.30 a.m: on 10-1-1974 Asst. Supdt. of Police Mr.
Chandrasekara attached to the Jaffna S.Ps division, had tele-
phoned the Joint Secretary Mr. V. S. Thurairajah and remind-
ed him that the permission to hold the conference expired
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on the 9th and advised him to obtain approval for the 10th5‘
Meeting. Mr. Thurairajah had requested Dr. Mahadeva to at-
tend to this matter as he was not well. Dr. Mahadeva called
on the Asst. Supdt. of Police at about 11.00 a.m. on 10-1-74.
The Asst.Supdt. of Police had asked for a list of speakers. He
was then referred of Mr. ). A. D. Ariyansinghe, the Superinten-
dent of Police, Jaffna. The Supdt. of Police had requested him
to make a written application giving the programme and a list
of speakers. This was sent to the Supdt. of Police through wit-
ness Senthoor Selvan by Dr. Mahadeva. He had taken him of
the S. P.s Bangalow at 2.00 p.m. The Supdt. of Police had given
a verbal consent to the meeting.

The permit No. 54 was removed from A. S. P. Chandrase-
kara’s office, according to him, by a messenger from the or-
ganisers. Mr. V. 5. Thurairajah denied that a written permit
was given at any stage to the conference, If that was the ac-
tual position it only shows the vast amount of mutual con-
fidence that the police and the organisers had in each oth-
er. However, | cannot imagine permission being given by the
Police without the conditions being on record. Since it was
not conclusively shown that the permit had, in fact, reached
either Dr. Mahadeva or Mr. Thurairajah, | ruled that the copy
of it cannot be tendered as evidence. Nevertheless witness-
es Mr. Chandrasekara, Mr. Ariyasinghe, Dr. Mahadeva and the
Head Quarters inspector are agreed that the understanding
was that the meeting would be held at the Veerasingham Hall
and that a person called Janarthanan would not be allowed to
speak. Of course, there was the ovearall understanding that
there would be no political speeches.

it may be observed at this stage that Mr. Janarthanan
was a foreigner and was considered a ‘security risk’ to 5ri Lan-
ka. | did not have the benefit of an elaboration of this term,
although I asked the police witnesses about it. He was wanted
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&by the Criminal Investigation Department for questicning and
according to Superintedent of Police Mr./Ariyasinghe, a notice
was served on him on the evening of 10-1:1974 at the ven-
ue of the meeting itself by the Head Quarters Inspector Mr.
Nanayakara requesting him to present himself before A. 5. P.
C. I. D. Immigration & Emmigration for questioning.

Dr. Mahadeva states that Janarthanan was not a dele-
gate to the conference. He was neither an observer nor an
invitee. He was, of course, present at the meeting on 10-1-
1974. That his presence-was a matter of grave concern to the
police is very clear in that it was a repeated request by the
police officers to the organisers that he should not be allowed
to address the meeting of 10-1-74. A.5.P. Chandrasekara went
so far as to say that it was requested that he should not be
allowed to come near the platform. -

The meeting of 10-1-74 commenced duly at about 6.30
p. m. at the Veerasingham Hall. It was presided over by the
Secretary Mr. V. S. Thurairajah. Witness Dr. Mahadeva was the
first speaker. He had thanked everybody and had thanked the
police officers for their excellent co-operation during the time
of the conference. At the very commencement of the meet-
ing a section of the crowd at the rear of the hall had started
disturbing the progeedings by demanding that the meeting
should be held outside; The coufusion was such that Prof. Vith-
iananthan had expressed-regret to Dr. Mahadeva that he had
not presided and that there could have been better control of
the crowd if he had done so. Dr. Mahadeva had tried to use
“mass psychology” to control the disturbing elements whose
clamouring had become more insistent. Messages were re-
- ceived from outside that the crowd was restive. Dr. Mahadeva
said that it was feared that the crowd outside would break in
and the meeting would be disrupted. The crowd had start-
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ed battering the hall doors more frequently. Mr. Thurairajahw
too states that at about 8-00 p.m., “Half way through the pro-
ceedings we found it difficult to proceed with the meeting as

the crowd was demanding that they should see and hear the
delegates.”’

It was in this state of affairs, described as “chaotic” by
witness Inspector Nanayakara who was present at that time
outside the Hall, that the organizers decided to shift the ven-
ue to the outer compound of the Hall. The outer compound
faces the entrance to the Hall. itis separated by a railing fence
from the road. It is a grass reservation with a metal focus lamp
post standing in the grass portion. The portion between the
railings and the entrance could seat about hundred persons or
with difficulity hundred and fifty persons on the grass. For the
duration of the conference, a decorated ‘pandol” described
in Tamil as a ‘sikaram’ was erected outside the hall. This was
intended to decorate the entrance. It was also illuminated by
electric bulbs. This ‘pandol’ further restricted the space avail- |
able for people to congregate between the entrance of this |
building and the railing fence.

According to Mr. Thurairajah, who incidentally was th
architect who designed the Veerasingham Hall, the hall coul
accommodate a thousand persons and a further two hundre
and fifty could be seated. There was loud agitation outside t
have the meeting outside the hall and the “Outside arrange
ments were made very hastily”. The platform was a makeshi
one with only two tables. Mr. Raja rajeswaran, Attorney-at-Law
in his evidence states that Prof. Vithiyananthan had expresse
a fear that there would be sabotage at this stage and as a pre
caution microphone wires were brought overhead.

When the organizers came out of the hall having aban
doned the meeting inside the hall, Inspector Nanyakara had
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m.met the President and asked him what'he was intending to
do. Prof. Vithiananthan is stated to have replied, “What can
| do?” Although Professor Vithiananthan in his evidence has
omitted to say this, it rather reflects eloquently the helpless
state in which the organizers found themselves at that time.
Mr. Nanayakara further states that he apprised him of the
conditons of the loud — speaker - permit and brought it to
his notice that it was illegal and a violation of the permit. He
had posed this problem to Mr. Thurairajah the Secretary, who
was there but the latter had not commented on it. Witness
Thuraiappah Sarve'swaran, a sound operator of Rolex Electri-
cals, states that he got orders at about 7.30 p. m. to institute
the loudspeaker system,outside from Dr. Vithiananthan and
he installed five (5)loud - speakers outside. There were loud -
speakers on either side and on the ‘pandol’.

The situation that presents itself after the meeting inside
the hall was abandoned by popular demand, was the'appear-
ance of the very controversial person called Janarthanan. He
was seen inside the hall at the closing stage of the meeting by
Dr. Mahadeva. He was very near the platform. Then he was al-
most carried outside by other persons ai__‘;1d was going with the
organizers towards the venue of new meeting. At this stage,
Mr. Nanayakara, had served a notice on Janarthanan as direct-
ed by the Superintendent of Police. Some youths had hoisted
Janarthanan on the table. This was followed by thunderous
- applause and the crowed started converging towatds the new
: platform. Inspector Nanayakara states that at this stage it ap-
' peared as if the organizers had lost control of the meeting. Br.

ahadeva saw Janarthanan for the first time when Professor
ithinanthan had announced that the meeting would take
 place outside the Hall. He was near the stage with a crowd of
dmirers around him. The resumed meeting outside started
 at 8.00 p. m. accordirigto Dr. Mahadeva. Dr. Mahadeva states
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that he suddenly saw Janarthanan at this stage, on the plat-w
form and a group of about 20 admirers shouting slogans in hi
praise. Dr. Mahadeva realised that this would invite the inte
vention of the police, therefore, he requested Janarthanan t
get down. Janarthanan’s reply to this request is sigiificant. H
is stated to have said, “If you ask me to get down your troubl
will be more”. Dr. Mahadeva reminded Prof. Vithiananthan o
his undertaking given to police. Prof. Vithiananthan had aske
Janarthanan to get down but he did not get down. Mr. Thura
rajah too made an unsuccessful attempt to dislodge him. M
Amirthalingam who was requested to use his influnce to ge
him down had replied evasively, “We will wait and see” D
Mahadeva states that he and Mr. Thurairajah decided to brin
the matter to the notice of the police and settle the matte
with the A.S.P. Chandrasekara amicably to enable the meetin
to go on. Mr. Thurairajah, when he was recalled in answer t
court said that he did not share Mr. Mahadeva’s apprehensio
that Janarthanan would speak. Dr. Mahadeva states that hi
fears were accentuated because Janarthanan was standing o
the stage and talking in whispers to his supporters.

Advacate Rajarajeswaran states that Janarthanan wa
thereand he exchanged garlands with advocate Amirthalinga
when the platform was got ready. The crowd was applaudin
him. Advocate Amirthalingam did not mention this matter i
his evidence at the inquest. In fact, even Dr. Vithiananthan di
not mention anything about this tense situation that was de
veloping. It may be that Dr. Vithiananthan and Mr. Thurairaja
had thought that they could effectively handle it. But the fea
had rooted itself firmly in Dr. Mahadeva’s mind so much tha
he decided to avoid misunderstanding with the police. He le
the meeting and tried to telephone A.S.P. Mr. Chandrasekara

He did so by jumping over the waii_ of the Veerasingham
Hall and using the telephone at the Regal Theatre, adjoinin
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the hall. He did not contact the A.5.P. He was told that he had
gone to the hall. Then he returned to the stage and found that
Janarthanan was seated close to it. The meeting Was proceed-
ing and Professor Naina Mohomod was speaking'on the plat-
form. After about 10 minutes from the commencment of the
speech police arrived at the spot. Their arrival was noticed by
the witnesses who were near the stage. Their attent:on was
attracted by the noise of the loud hailer used by the police.
They were first seen between 50 and 75 yards of the platform.
The people who were seated were standing up and the crowd
was disturbed. No member of the public, who could depose

to the matters immediately preceeding police intervention,
gave evidence at the inquest. All the witnesses who gave evi-
; dence were at the crucial moment more or less hear the plat-
| form which was about 75 yards from the place where the po-
lice entered the venue of the meeting. Most of them- agreed
 that they heard the police loud - hailer. A. 5. P. Chandrasekara

as at the head of the police party. Inspector Nanayakara was
Iso there. The party was led by Mr. Chandrasekara in a jeep
tted with a loud hailer: He was accompanied in the jeep by
nspector Nanayakara. They were followed by a heavy truck
n which the members of the riot squad went. A group of 40
onstables were marching behind the heavy truck. They were
arrving batons.

A.S. P. Mr. Chandrasekara’s evidence on this aspect is
hat Inspector Mr. Nanayakara informed him at about 8.30
.m. that the crowd at the meeting was blocking the road and
hat a person of security interest was on the platform at the
meeting. He therefore, wanted to go to the venue and get
he organizers to ensure-that order was maintained. He said
hat he could not go nearer as the entire area was crowded.
e went to the station and came with a police party. He was
Iready informed when he went on the first occasion that a
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police constable was pelted with stone. When he went thew
second time he availed of the loud - hailer to clear the road.
But strangely he was greeted with stones and bottles. This,
hail caused damage to property and persons. He had issued a
warning of those engaged in stoning to stop doing so. He then
ordered the gas party to use tear gas. The crowd which be
gan to scramble away also turned hostile to the police. More|
stones and bottles were being thrown. He had ordered more |
tear gas to be used. After the crowd had dispersed, he took|
count of his men and found that two of them were serious!
injured. They were sent to the hospital. He thereafter, pro-4
ceeded to take further steps to prevent mob viclence in th
town area. He said that a bus was burnt that night and othe
government buildings were affected. He was later informe
that seven persons had also died.

His version is supported by the evidence of Inspecto
Nanayakara. Mr. Nanayakara the Head Quarters Inspector a
laffna states that he was in civil clothes at the meeting o
10-7-1974 at Veerasingam Hall. When the announcement wa
made that the meeting was to be held outside, he realise
that the conditions regarding the holding of the meeting wer
being violated. He had also thought there would be a seriou
breach of peace because Janarthanan had come to the piat
form. He promptly went and reported the situation to A. S
P. Mir. Chandrasekara. They had gone to the venue and found
that meeting the organizers were difficult in the circumstanc
es. They were afraid of some hostility to the police. They had
then gone back to the police station and returned with rein
forcement to clear the road and stop the meeting. After the
melee he had seen two constables lying injured on the road
and dispatched them to the hospital. He too had joined the
mobile patrol and was trying to prevent acts of violence in
the town. He was concerned about attacks on individual pa-
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$iicemen.

Police constable T. K. Ossen of the Jaffna Police who
bore the number 11125 stated that he was one of the 40 per-
sons who marched behind the heavy truck. He like the other
' marchers carried the baton. They were instructed to clear the
 road. He had heard the appeal from the loud hailer requesting
the people to clear the road. Soon after, bottles and stones
fell on them. One stone struck him and he had got dragged
{ into the crowd. He said that he was deprived of his tunic and
louch hat and robbed of his Camy wrist watch. He had been
n the General Hospital, Colombo for 24 days. His torn and
lood stained tunic was produced at the inquiry.

Seargent Walter Perera of the Jaffna Traffic police stated
hat he had come on his mobile rounds on the Post Office side
f Veerasingam Hall and found that there was obstruction.on
he road, by the people. He had turned back and reported
the matter to his superiors at the police station. He had later
ome with the police party. He deposed to the fact that the
olice jeep was attacked and damaged.

Professor Vithiananthan, Mr. Thurairajah, Dr. Mahade-
a, Mr. Amirthalingam, Mr. Navaratnam, Mr. Thillainathan
nd Mr. Sakthivel have spoken of the happenings outside the
all after the poilce intervened. Tear gas shells had dropped
n front of the stage and all over the place where the meeting
was held. The crowd had reacted in confusion. The people
had stampeded. Many had lost their belongings; some includ-
ng ladies and children had even lost their wearing apparel.

Advocate Mr. Rajarajeswaran gave his evidence in de-
ail. He said that the police officers were among the crowd
and threatened and chased them in all directions. Their con-
fusion was so great and the inconvenience to the public was
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of such magnitude that he had telephoned the President ofSriw
Lanka and requested him to look into the matter immediately.
He had also remained at the spot till very early hours helping
people out of their travail. Prof. Vithiananthan said he was the
victim of the gas attack. A tear gas fell on the platform and he
fell unconscious. Mr. Amirthalingam produced a teargas can-
nister which he stated he had picked up near the platform.
Mr. V. N. Navaratnam stated that he has seen the police attack
and he too was blinded by teargas. He produced a piece of
