


FORWARD....

Historical books reflect social and political implication of a period, and the emotions of the people -
often the suffrage and horrifying memories of that era. They are often written mainly to fulfill one
social duty: pass the stories to the next generation. Remembrance is not just a social etiquette, its a
need for a thriving society, to rise, to mark the identity of the group of people, but more than that, to
heal the wounds that squander the hearts of victims for decades, if not centuries.

Before I republish the book which I wrote in 1989, I questioned myself whether such republication is
necessary. As much as I thought, I was convinced to do so due to the following reasons.

1.

As I mentioned above, informing the next generation of the massacre is not only an important
role of a journalist but the duty of a responsible citizen. As a considerable number of books were
already written on the massacre on Tamils, this book is unique for the time it was written, the
testimonies it bears, and of a different offender: not the Sri Lankan, but the Indian military in the
village of Valvertithurai.

This book is not a fiction, but a collection of affidavits, evidence of the massacre occurred against
the Tamils in August 1989, and that record should be shared among all Tamils for documentation.

I believe, a good book has the power to start up a conversation, and eventually root for a
policymaking/policy change. As Tamils, we voice louder against the massacre and the ethnic
cleansing in Sri Lanka and in doing so, I believe it is essential to start that conversation from the
earliest, the 1990s and the fact that the Indian Army was a part of such massacre.

The fact that former Defense Minister of India recognized that massacre must be kept in record, as
the book itself carries the forward written by George Fernandes. It is my hope that India will offer
an apology for the brutal murders it conducted during its regime invasion in the Northern part

of Sri Lanka one day, likewise in April 2019 Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Teresa May
offered to the Indians for British brutality during colonization.

In future, if any of a student would hope to research the massacre of Tamils in Sri Lanka, I
understand that while there are plenty of secondary resources, there are not enough primary
resources. In that case, I hope this book will partially fill that vacuum, as it provides affidavits of the
massacre that occurred in 1989.

These were the reasons that pushed me to republish this book. I hope, this book will be a valuable
part in the discussion of the Tamil genocide, and that’s how we will be in solidarity in bringing up our
stories to the next generation.

Valvai N Anantharaj
05.05.2019
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Introduction

hen in early August, 1987, [ had
said that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's military adventure in Sri Lanka would be
India’s Viet Nam, [ had not anticipated that India’s Viet Mam would
also have its own My Lai. Of course, I was aware and | had also said
repeatedly that soldiers everywhere alike, their training and the
rigours of their life, not to speak of the brutalisation caused by war,
miaking them behave in the most inhuman ways when under pressure.
That is why when in the early days of India's military action in Sri
Lanka, stories of rape and senseless killings by Indian soldiers came to
be contradicted by the India government publicists | joined issue with
everyone who came to accept that our soldiers were cast in the moulds
of boy scouts who went around the fighting fields of Sri Lanka looking
out for opportunities to do their day's good deeds, particularly for
damsels in distress.

Now, in Velvettiturai, the Indian army has enacted jts My Lai. Lon-
don’s Daily Telegraph commenting editorially on the barbarism exhi-
bited by the Indian army in Velvettiturai says that, if anything “this
massacre is worse than My Lai. Then American troops simply ran
amok. In the Sri Lankan village, the Indians seem to have been more
systematic; the victims being forced to lie down, and then shot in the
back™.

But that is not the only contrast. My Lai was brought to the notice of
the world by American journalists. The fight against the American
army's atrocities against civilians in My Lai was led by the American
people, particularly the American press and the youth and students.
Velvettiturai was uncovered by David Housego, the Delhi-based cor-
respondent of London's Finencial Times who visited the scene of the
massacre 13 days after the black deed had been done on August 2. His
report appeared in his paper on August 17, though London's Tele-
graph had carried on August 13 a story on the incident from its New
Delhi correspondent, Jeremy Gavron, based on the information that
was already circulating in India’s capital. The Indian press — a munis-
cule section of it — caught up with it only on September 3, with a report
by Rita Sebastian in the Indian Express.

In fact, there was a planned black out of the news of Velvettiturai by
the Indian government, in which a large section of the Indian press was
only too happy to collude. The armed forces are India’s most sacred
cow at the best of times, but when they indulge in atrocities, they are
more s0. Whoever discusses the rape and loot perpetrated by our men
in uniform in the north eastern region of the country? How many in
India have even heard about the shame of Oinam? My Lai was about
massacre. Oinam is about the naked dance of a bunch of sadists and
criminals in army uniforms.

My Lai and Viet Nam were condemned and ended when the
pressure of the people prevailed over the advice of policy makers
and generals.

[ hope this little publication will help to make people the world over
but particularly in India, aware of the truth of Velvettiturai. And if it
results in stirring the conscience of the Indian people to make them ask
for justice to the dead in Velvettiturai, its purpose will have been more

tiiwdl served. George Fernandez
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VALVETTITURAI CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE

21st Aupgust 1989,
L.L.Mechrotra Esqr;
High Commissioner for India,
Galle Face,
Colombao.

Your Excellency,

Massacre of Civilians at Valvettiturai by the
IPKF on 2nd, 3rd & 4th of August 1989.

We would like to thank you for the sympathy and objectivity you displayed
when our members met your Excellency and the Hon. Mr. Ranjan
Wijeratne, Minister of Foreign Affairs & Minister of State for Defence,
in the presence of IPKF hagh officials on the 20th instant at Valvettiturai
IPKF Camp and attempted to convey the nature of IPKF excesses that
took place at Valvettiturai. We were rather hurt to see that no less
a person than General Kalkat himself frustrating our efforts and
dismissing what we said as merc hearsay.

2. It is not our intention to malign the [PKF but we feel that the atrocities
commiited by the IPKF against defenceless civilians in the magnitude
that it had taken place at Valvettiturai must be brought to the notice
of both the Sni Lankan and Indian Governments and appropriate action
taken to prevent such excesses taking place in the future.

3. We must also state that the people of this area strongly resent the
steps taken by the IPKF during the Hon. Minister’s visit in preventing
the affected people of this area from meeting the Hon, Minister,

4. We are enclosing herewith some particulars of the incidents that took
place at Valvettiturai on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th of Aug'82. Kindly bring
these to the notice of the Prime Minister of India and other Indian
Leaders. The people here are very particular that the political leaders
of India should be made aware of the things that their IPKF is doing
here. We wish to recall at this juncture what we have been telling the
Sri Lankan authoritics at the time we were at the receiving end of
the 5r Lankan Military excesses:

“These military excesses if they are condoned and allowed to continue
unchecked, will one day eat into the vitals of the Sinhala Society’.

We are saddened to see that we have been proved agonisingly correct.

We hope and pray that such a thing will never be seen in India. This is
one of the reasons we call for an immediate impartial inquiry into the
incidents at Valvettiturai = Znd to dth August 1989,

Yours Faithfully.
R R UV A

C.C. The Hon. Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne,
Minister of Foreign Affairs and SECRETARY.

Mimister of State for Defence.

His Excellency R. Premadasa,
Presidential Secretariat,
Colombo - 1.

Your Excellency,

Massacre of Civilians at Valvettiturai
by the IPKF from 2nd to 4th August 1989.

Further to aur letter dated Tth August "89, we ate enclosing herewith
particulars of the atrocities committed by the IPKF on the defenceless
civilians at Valvettiturai from 2nd o 4th August 1989 as detailed in the
annexed Schedules 1 to 7- 1B.

As requested in our earlier letter we would like to urge your excellency
to kindly arrange to institute an immediate inquiry into the said incidents
s0 that the incidents could be objectively ascertained and wurgent action
taken to_prevent tecurrence of such incidents and to rehabilitate the

Mffected people. Yours faithfully,
Secretary.
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DESCRIPTION OF LOSSES SUFFERED.

Consequent to a gunfight between the LTTE and the IPKF near the
market square at Valvettiturai on the 2nd of August 1989 at about 11-00
a.m. in which six Indian Soldiers were said to have been killed and eleven
soldiers injured, the Indian Soldiers in their thousands cordohed off the
Valvettiturai area and the operation was called off in the atternoon of
4rh August 1989. The following are some of the losses suffered by the
people of Valvettiturai,

1. DEATHS.

1.1. A total of 52 dead bodies were identified. The names and other
particulars are given in Schedule 1.1A. Schedule 1.1B shows the location
where the killings took place and the circumstances under which the
people were killed.

1.2, A few bodies were burnt beyond recogmition and could not be identified.

1.3, The IPKF initially said that they cremated six civilians who died in
their custody and that some civilians may be with the IPKF who came
from outside Vadamaradchi. However on 18-8-89, they said that the
number cremated by them was 11 of which only 5 persons had identity
cards with them and that no civilians are being held in camps outside
Vadamaradchi.

1.4. Most of the bodies were in a highly decomposed stage when the
curfew was lifted in the afternoon of 4th August'8®. They had to be
burnt in their respective locations - at the Junction, down lanes and
in the compounds of houses.

1.5. Some of those who died may have died for lack of medical help
which was denied to the people for the entire duration from 2nd to
4th August.

1.6. In one instance a mother had lost three children, one killed in
Subramaniam's house and the other two are still missing. There are
similar instances where many members of single families had been killed.

2, MISSING PERSONS

2.1. A twtal of 12 persons are still missing and most of them were said
0 have been seen in the custody of the IPKF. Since IPKF now says
that they cremated 11 bodies it appears that 11 of the missing persons
must have died in IPKF custody,

3, INJURED PERSONS

3.1. A large number of persons were injured as hundreds of men were
tortured in numerous ways during the three days. Many of them were
made 10 roll long distance on hot tarred roads and were severely
beaten up. Some of those held captive and torured, were subsequently
fired upon killing some and injuring some others.

3.2, Out of the large number who were injured, Schedule 3.1A shows
the particulars of only some of them who received hospitalised treatment.
This inciude the Secretary of the Valvettiturai Citizens Committee who
was badly beaten and was nearly strangled to death,

3.3. Many of the injured persons have fled from Valvettiturai along with
thousands of others who have left this area and have not returned and

their particulars could not be collected.

i () i
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4. HOUSES BURNT

4.1. A wotal of 124 houses are were burmt down. Schedule 4.1, A gives the
particulars of the houses burni, datewise indicating the times of burning.

In most of the houses expensive fittings, books, famiture and electrical
equipments such as T.V. Deck, Radio, Cassette recorder et have all
been burnt to ashes.

4.3. A large number of eye witness allege that the houses were deliberately set
ablaze by the IPKF soldiers.

5. SHOPS BURNT.

5.1. Schedule 5. 1A shows the particulars of shops burnt by the IPKF. A
total of 45 shops were burnt down. According lo evewitnesses these
shops were deliberately fired upon with mortars and then set ablaze
by the IPKF Soldiers, The extent of buming was so severe that over
80% of the shops in Valvettiturai were completely burnt. Under the
prevailing conditions this has created severe shortage of essential food
ilems.

52 In a few shops, the shop keepers were also killed and burmt inside
the shops,

6. YVEHICLES BURNT.

Over 50 vehicles were burnt by the IPKF Schedule 6.1A shows the
particulars of the vehicles burnt.

7. FISHING BOATS AND NETS BURNT.

7.1, Schedule 7.01A and 7.!B shows the particulars of Boats and nets
burnt. 176 nets and 12 boats are said to have been destroyed.

7.2. Barrels of fuel stock belonging to the fishermen were set ablaze and in
some instances the burning fuel burnt down their houses.

PROPERTY LOOTED.
Numerous complaints have been received that the IPKF Soldiers who

entered houses had removed valuables, such as, gold jewellery, wristlets,
cash and other valuables.

COMPLAINTS OF MOLESTATION OF WOMEN.,

Several complaints have been made about IPKF soldiers using force on
women in the guise of searching them bodyly. There are also complaints
by someé women that they had been raped by the IPKF soldiers.

SCHEDULE 1.1.B

Particulars of those killed, Location where killed and circumstances under
which they were killed as per eye wilnesses.

Location -1

Killing at the residence of Mr. Subramaniam, Retired Supdt; of Surveys:
2nd August 1989: About 2-30 p.m.

Az the house was an upstair one, situated about 400 meters away from the
scene of fighting, a number of neighbours and relatives stayed at the house of
Mr. Subramanivam seeking shelter from the bullets, shells and bombs that
were exploding. Seeing the IPKF Soldiers approaching the house, some time
after the fighting stopped, Mr. Subramaniam and a few others came from the
inside of the house towards the main door with raised hand. Before they could
even speak to the soldiers, the IPKF soldiers fired at them, killing five persons.

¥. Subramaaiam
16.6.33 - 1.8.89

G. Gaana Kemar
6,668 - 21.5.89



Panic striken inmates ran for cover. Soldiers entered the house and fired once MASSACRE AT VALVETTITURAI

again killing another four persons and injuring & number of others. Mrs.
Subramaniarm and her youngest son escaped unhurt by hiding inside a kitchen
table. A few others also survived.
Particulars of those killed:-
. Mr. V. Subramaniam - 50 yrs - Retired Supdt; of Surveys.
. Miss. . Umarani - 26 yrs.
. Mr. A. Ellayaperuamal - 70 yrs - Retired Post Employee.
Mrs. R. Pushparani - 45 yrs - Proprietress of Banana Shop.
Mast. R. Javanaraj - 11 yrs - Stodent.
Mast. A. Sunderaswaran - 11 yrs - Student.
Mir. 5. Ganeshalingam - 35 yrs - Fisherman.
. Miss. Gancshalingam Sashi - 1 1/2 yrs old child.
. Mrs. Amirtham Umadevi - 26 yrs.
All the bodies were cremated on 4-8-89 in an adjoiming compound.
(Survivers have furnished sworn affidavits of the incident).

LOCATION - 2

At the residence of late Mr. 5. Sivaganeshan, Theeruvil Road,
Valvettiturai: 2nd August 1989 at about 3-30 p.m.

As the IPKF was buming a number of houses at Sivapura Road, many
residents of this read fled from the houses and were staying in the houses in
Theeruvil Road, which is far away from the place where the fighting took
place. At Mr, Sivaganeshan's house, a large number of women and children
and a few males were staying.

The fighting stopped by about 12 noon. Atabout 3-30 p.m. the IPKF
Soldiers entered the house of Mr. Sivaganeshan and fired shots at the front
section of the house. When the inmates rushed to the rear section of the house
crying in fear, the IPKF soldiers entered the house from the entrance at the
rear and separated the men from the women, left out 02 old men and took the
balance 08 men who were there to a side near a garage cum shed. When the
wives and relatives of these men went after them crying they were chased
away. In full view of all the people there, the 08 men were made to 5it under
the garage cum cow shed near a boundary wall and fired at. Four of them fell
dead and the other four are in hospital with serious injuries,

1. Arumugasamy Ramachandran - 41 yrs - Mason

2. Kathirgamathamby Sivanesarajah - 36 yrs - I..ab-gu.t‘cr
3. Ponnambalam Rajithakumar - 25 yrs - Mechanic.

4, Madarajah Raveendran - 32 yrs - Businessman.

All the bodies along with some other bodies were cremated on 4-8-8% in the
nearby Theeruvil Paddy field.

O ® NS s N

Laocation - 3
At Mr. Mahendraraja's residence close to Pattany Pillaivar
Temple : 2nd August 1989 at about 2-15 p.m.

The [PKF soldiers entered the house of Mr. Mahendrarajah and set fire 1o
his Austin  Cambridge Car No. 3 Sri 4498, Then they went inside the house
and set fire to clothes and other house hold items. The inmates, five of them
who were hiding in the kitchen, thinking that the soldiers might shoot them if
they find them hiding, came out 1o speak to the soldiers who were standing in
front of the kitchen. As soon as they came out, a soldier pulled Mr.
Mahendrarajah by his hair and dragged him and others near the gate. At the
gate one IPKF soldier shot Mr. K. Velummylum and he fell down. When
another soldier attempted to shoot Mr. Mahendrarajah, his wife and mother
clung to him and were crying. One soldier shot the mother and she was injured
seriously. Then he shot Mr. Mahendrarajah and he fell down. A number of
shots were fired at Mr. Mahendrarajah even after he fell down. The soldiers
then went away. Both Mr. Mahendrarajah and Velummylum were found
dead. Mrs. Mahendrarajah also received gun shot injuries.

Particulars of those killed :
1. Kandasamy Mahendrarajah - 49 yrs - Businessman
2. Kandazsamy Velummylum - 42 yrs - Labourer

The bodies of both, who were brothers were cremated in the house
compound on 4.8.89.
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Location - 4 1. T. Ravichandran - 28 yrs - Businessman
At Mr, Sivalingam’s residence near Murugian Temple. 2. R, Mylevaganam - 55 yrs - Retired Hospital Employec
M.‘.W IMIllhﬂ'l.l‘l LW].‘-.m. 3, S. Um“r_‘gm_ ummr

The IPKF soldiers entered the house and started damaging all the articles in 4. T. Nagathas - 28 yrs - Electrician, Cement Corporation
the house, The brother of Mr. Sivalingam, a retired Post Master Mr. ¥
Nadarajah, 62 yrs old and his family inchiding his nephew Mr. V. Arulsothy., 5. 5. Mahendrathas - 16 yrs - Student at Chithambara College
an employee of the Cement Corporation, who normally reside at Point Pedro Location : 6
were staying here temporarily as there had been trouble at Point Pedro. At Two youths were said 1o have been dragged out of a house at A.G.A's lane,
the time the IPKF soldiers entered the house, Mr. Nadarajah and his nephew which is about a kilemeter from the junction, inspite of appeals by their
Mr. V. Arulsothy were the only two male members of the house. The soldiers parents on the 3rd August. Their bodies riddled with bullet marks and stab
shot both of them dead inspite of pleas, cries and appeals from the women in wounds found on the 4th evening. There are eyewitnesses who have seen the
the house. Then the soldiers burnt the Motor Cycle, Motor Car and the house two boys being repeatedly stabbed with knives and then being shot and killed.
itself. Entire house hold items were burnt completely. Parlculars of the bt youthe s :

Particulars ofltlmo: killed : . d 1. A. Swarnadas - 16 yrs - Student. Parameswara Vidyalayam, Vethilai
1. Mr. Rasamanickam Nadarajah - 62 yrs - Retired Post Master. 2. K. Selvananthavel - 19 yrs - student, Chithamabara College
2. Mr. Vinayagamoorthy Arulsothy - 25 yrs - Employee of Cement fodhilc
Corporation. i

On the 2nd August of afternoon, when IPKF soldiers from the Polikandy
Camp were moving towards the Valvettiturai Junction, they are said to have
shot and killed three males and two females.

Mr. Sivalingam who was at his shop at the time of the incident was taken
captive by the IPKF soldiers and was released only on the th instant. After he
returned home only, he came 1o know of the tragedy at home and the two

bodies were burnt on the dth evening at the nearby paddy ficld. Particulars of those killed are :
Location - 5 1. V. Muraleetharan - 20 yrs - Fisherman
At Yalvettiturai Junction, Znd August 1989, 2. 5. Rameshkumar - 18 yrs - Fisherman
People in the market place and in the bazar took shelter in the buildings 3. P. Rasenthiram - 23 yrs - Fisherman
when the fighting broke out. Soon after the firing stopped, the IPKF soldiers 4. 8. Sebamany - 35 yrs - House Wife

collected all the people in various places around the junction. The people had 5. P.V. Krishnawathani - 33 yrs - House Wife
seen the IPKF soldiers setting fire to the shops and houses. In one instance, a

soldier walked past a group of about 25 people kept at the junction saying " [ Location : §

shoot you'. After walking some forty and fifty yards, he turned around and Valvetty which is a mile from the scene of firing. On 2nd August Mrs. N.
fired at the people. All of them prostrated themselves on the road in which Mallamuthu - 70 yrs - was shot dead by the IPKF soldiers.

they were sitting. When the firing stopped two people were found dead and Other Locations

leven inj . Thi i ki -
about eleven injured. Three others were also said to have been killed by the ik absicat e PN, Tt e i i B d

1P r draggi from shops.
o a_ﬂ': ag,;mgthc_m np:s out by the IPKF and shot dead in gruesome manner, There are a number of
Particulars of those killed at Junction on Znd August 1989 syewilniesses 1o these senseless killings.

1. Mrs. K. Sivapackiyam - 40 yrs - Dhoby
2. Mr. R. Rajaratnam - 35 yrs - Businessman
3, Mr, K. Thangarajah - 60 yrs - Fishcrman Name and age Add Date & Time of Occurance

4. Mr. B, - - Hiri Dirive
s, 15 Prenuun] <22 yok - ERODE oo DR _ I, Sivasubramaniam Poonammah (60)  Pallakaduuduppiddy  28.89at1.25pm.
b) The IPKF soldiers were illtreating about 75 youths taken into custody by 3 g Ganeshanathan Arusthavam (47) Tth Mile Post Uduppiddy 28894 1 45p.m.

Molesting by the LPK.F. on 234889

them by asking them to roll on the hot tarred road for long distances and 3 agamoorth : v 3 3 i i

beating them. When such a batch of people were being detained at the i, :::, mmﬂ?ﬁ;ﬁg o v:m;: m:ﬁi g:::;ﬁE:

junction, some IPKF soldiers brought a batch of 06 youths beating them 5. Sinnarasah Nagammah (30) Veerapathrar Kovilsdy 388913 30p.m,

violently and the youths were crying loudly. All of & sudden a soldier opened Uduppiddy

fire on them killing fiveof them instantly. One youth who did not die cried out 6. Sinnigh Rasammah (52) Veerapathrar Kovilady 3889t 3.20p.m.

for help. A soldier is then said to have walked up to him and fired at him, Uduppiddy

killing him. Most of these youths were said to have been collected from a 7. Rasan Parwathy (39) 9th mile Post, Uduppiddy 38690

funeral house, %, Sinnavan Thevy (50) Vecrapathrar Kovilady, 3889213 ¥pm.
Uduppiddy

Particulars of those killed in this manner on 3rd August 1989 :

Al

Y R

61072 2089 10471- 2389 13,334 - 3889 1163. 2889
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9. Thambirsjah Ledchumipillai (47)  Veerapathrar Kovilady, 38898 11.00pm.
Uduppaddy

10. Velupillai Sakunathevy (3%) Veerapathrar Kovilady,  3.8.89a14.00p.m.
Uduppiddy

11. Asaithamby Saraswathy [45) Veerapathrar Koviladv, 4880 md00pm.
Uduppiddy

12. Sinniah Kuddipillai (5M Veerapathrar Kovilady,  4.8.89a14.00 p.m.
Uduppiddy

13. Velautham Thangaratnam (47) Veerapathrar Kovilady, 4850 a 430 p.m.
Llduppiddy

14. Santhiran Poomany [53) Veerapathrar Kovilady, 48504 10p.m.
Ulduppiddy

15, Sivasubramaniam Nirmala {27) Yeerapathrar Kovikady, T.5.8%at 11.00 p.m.
Uduppiddy

M. B. Somse young girls were also raped by LPK.F. But they dont want 1o reveal their identit.

List of Shops, MPCS., Cafes & Cinema Theatre Burnt

by IPKF Soldiers at Valvettutrai from 2nd to 4th August *1989

. Lingam Textiles — Jaffna Road.

Uma Electricals — Jaffna Road.

. Thandauthapany Stores — Jaffna Road.

N.A. Markandu Stores (Amutham) - Jaffna Road.
Thurairajah Cafe - Jaffna Road.

. Tailoring Shop — Jaffna Road,

. Magesh Roity Shop - Jafina Road.

. Arunkumar Stores = Jaffna Road.

. Kalanithy Stores — Sadaiandy Kovilady.

10. Thillaiambalam Stores — Junction.

11. Thiruchchitambalam Stores (Two Shops) - Junction.
12. Kesavan Stores - Jumction.

13, Kalicholai Book Centre - Junction.

14. Kalaicholai Fancy Goods - Junction.

15, Thileepan Cool Bar — Junction.

16. Rajavel Textiles - Junclion.

17. Navaratnam Coconutl Shop — Junction.

18. Rajanayagam Saloon — Junction.

19. Aashariyar Stores — K.K.5. Road.

20, Marketing Department Shop - K.K.5. Road.

21. Dayana Mini Cinema - K.K.5. Road.

22. Mano Farm Products - K.K.5. Road.

23. Ramkumar Stores Products = K.K.S. Road.

24. People Shop — K.K.5. Road.

25. Nediyakadu M.P.C.S. Branch No. 13 B - Nediyakadu.
26. Kannan Video - Mathavady.

27. Pointpedro M.P.C.5. Branch No. 13 A - Mathavady.
28. Ravi Video Centre — Vembady.

29. Ravi Cycle Repair - East Hoad.

30. Lingam Medicals — Oorany.

31. Ranjana Theatre — Valvetty.

3. Inthiran Poultry Farm - Valvetty.

33. Valvai Manavar Kalagam - Sivapura Veethy.

3. Vikna Tution Centre — Kamaparmalai.

35. Arrack Tavern -Theniambai.

36. Petrol Shed - Sivapura Veethy,

= T P

Vehicles Burnt by L.P.K.F. from 2Znd to 4th August " 1989

at Valvettiturad.
Schedule : 6, 1-A
Car No. 1 SRI&73 Yan
Car No. 31 SR 4504 Scooter Mo. 83 SRI 3096
{Vespa)
Car No. EN 2350 Honda C 90 No.
Car No. 38 SR1 4498 Van No. 60 5RI 315

Lorry No. 26 SRI 9392 Charly No, 96 SRI 7629




LP.K.F. ATROCITIES AT VALVETTITURAI  ON 2nd 3rd 4th AUGUST

LOCATION OF .
CONFRONTATION A%

KILLINGS 483
BURNING OF HOUSES « 123
BURNING OF SHOPS ® 45

BURNING OF BOATS

AND NETS * 1786 Scali : 1 chadné to an Inch (approx)

VALVETTITURAI UC AREA
(PART)

11.10.60 - 1.8.89
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Schedule 3.1-A

List of Persons who Sustained Serious Injuries During
The IPKF Operation From 2nd to 4th August - 1989
At Valvettitural

1. Mr. Nadarajah Anantharaj, (41) Theniambai St., Valvettiturai.

2. Mrs. Valliammal Kanthasamy, (75) Theeruvil Lane, Valvettiturai.

3. Mrs. Mahenthirarajah Susila thevy, (32) Theeruvil Lane Valvettiturai
4.Mr. Eliyathamby Yogaguru, (32) Theeruvill Lane, Valvettiturai.

EEHEEEREHERERDEESR

. Mr. Samiappa Chandran, (19) Theeruvill Lane, Valvettiturai.

. Mrs. Indrany Balakrushnan, (45) Theeruvill Lane, Valvettiturai.

. Mast. S.Arunenthiran, (15) Theeruvill Lane, Valvettiturai.

. Miss. Krishanthini Sivabalachandran, (4} Theeruvill Lane, Valvettiturai.
. Mr. K. Karunanantharajah, (45) Advocate Lane, Valvertiturai.

. Mrs. Srirathathevy Arumugasamy, (45) Vithanai Lane, Valvettiturai,

. Mrs, Vannam Kumar, (30) Vithanai Lane, Valvettiturai.

. Mr. Manivam Balakrushnan, (26) Vithanai Lane, Valvettiturai.
. Mr. Subramaniyam Muthuvel, (26} Vithanai Lane, Valvettiturai.
. Mast. Nandanasigamany Manimancharan, (15 yrs) Vithanai Lane,

Valvettiturai.
. Miss. Indranythevy Nadarajah, (28 yrs), Vervil, Valvetty, Valvettiturai.
. Mr, P. Inparajah, (44 yrs), Sembipadu, Valvetty, Valvettiturai.
. Mr. K. Balakumaran, (48 yrs), Kuchcham Lane, Valvettiturai.
. Mr. Aiyamuthu Shanmugarajah, (36 yrs), Nediyakadu, Valvettiturai.
. Mr. Vinayagasundaram Sivasundaram, (19 yrs), Junction Lane,
Valvertiturai.
. Mr. Kathirgamalingam Thiyagalingam, (31 yrs), Urany, Valvettiturai.
. Mr. Sundralingam Kannan, (18 yrs), Sadayandy Kovilady, Valvettiturai,
. Mr. Arudsothy Kuddypillai. (40 yrs), Valvettiturai.
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. Miss. Varaluxmy Theivasigamany, (18 yrs), Advocate Lane, Valvettiturai.

. Mr. K. Rasenthiram, (25 yrs), Valvettitorai.

. Mrs. Mangayarkarasi Thurairajah, (70 yrs), Valvettiturai.

. Miss. Ratnathevy Rasanathan, (06 yrs), Valvettiturai.

. Mrs. Vasanthathevy Rasanathan, (31 yrs), Valvertiturai.

. Mrs. Manickaratnam Sithivinayagam , (70 yrs), Valvettiturai.

. Mrs. Inthumathy Jeyakumar, (27 yrs), Valvetti, Valvettiturai.

. Mrs. Gnanakalambikai Nagularajah, (35 yrs), Valvetty, Valvettiturai.
. Mr. Rasu (Thurai), (32 yrs), Valvetty, Valvettiturai.

. Mr. R. Ragu, (30 yrs), Valvetty, Valvettiturai.

. Mr. Nadarajah Balakrushnan, (31 yrs), Mediyakadu, Valvettiturai.
. Mr. Manickam Kanagasabi, (35 yrs), Valvetty, Valvettiturai.

Fishing Gear Burnt by IPKF from 20d to 4th August 1989
{Fishing Boats, Fibee Glass Boats. Out Baat Motors)

1. Mr. N, Tharmachandran, Kuchcham Lane. 18 Foot Trawler Vessel
2. Mr, 5. Raveenthirarajah, Uthayasooriyan Veethy. 24 Foot Trawler Vessel
3. Mr. T. Thevasihamany , Meenadehi Amman Kevilady. 28 Foot Trawler Vessel
4&_Mir. Thurai, Fish Market Lane, 28 Foot Trawder Viessel
5, Mr. T. Selvasivam, 18 Foot Fibre Glass Boat
6. Mir. Kathirgamalingam, Customs Road. 18 Foot Fibre Glass Boat
7. Mr. P. Sarvatham, Kondakkadai, 18 Foot Fibre Glass Bost
&, Mr. K. INango, Customs Road. 24 Foo Fibre Glass Boat
9. Mr. Rajendram, Kunduvarkadu. Out Boad Motor 40HP
10. Mr. Poomalai, Poochkutham. Ot Boat Motor 20HP
11, Mr. K. Mango, Customs Road. Out Boat Motor 25HP
Out Boat Motor 10HP
12. Mr. Tharmalingam, Uthayascorivia Yeethy, Yanmar Boat Engine

Fishing Nets Burnt by [PKF Soldiers on 234-3-89

176 Fishing nets belonged to Tharmalingam,

N. Madany, N. Tharamachandran, T. Nadanasigamany
K. Rajaratnam, Sritharan Kuttythambi,

P. Saravathan, T.5. Sclvasivam, P. Baleswaran

were burnt down by IPKF
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PARTICULARS OF THOSE WHOSE HOUSES WERE BURNT AT VALVETTITURAL ON Znd, 3rd, AND 4th AUGUST 1989,

& Mr. K. Thangarajah Nediyakadu, Valvetiiturai,

47. Mr. K. Arudchandrabose, Fisherman,

48 Mrs. R. Subathra, Fruit Seller. B4.Mr. 5. Thunmumhtn

49, Mrs. R, Pnﬁplnu-_r,[-hm_ &5, Mr. N. Premraj, Seaman.
B5. M. P. Janaki, Housewife.

Thenlambad, Valvettitoral.

1.Mr. K. Rajanathas, Marine Engineer.
2 Mr, A, Granaanantharajah, Employed Abroad.

3.Mr. R. §. Thanabalasingam, Retired Valuation Inspector. 50 Mrs. B. Barathathevy, Housewife

‘4, Mr. K. Santhirasiva, Driver. 51. Mr. P. Mohanagurs, Hﬁmun §7. R. Granasundaram, Carpenter.
5. Mrs. A, Sivajini, Housewife. 52. Mis. A, Mary Loganayaki B8, Mr. K. Velauthsm

6. Mrs. R. Suseelawathy, Housewie. 53. Mrs. A. Rejanayaki, Business, 9. Mr. A. Mylevaganam

7. Mrs. M_J. Navaratnam, Teacher. 54, Mr. V. Thanigasalam, Seaman. 90. Mrs. A. Saroja, Saloon Dwner.

91. K. Pushparajah, Owner Barber Saloon.
92 Mr, R. Ramanujam, Owner Barber Saloon.
93, Mr. T. Mahendran, Cremer Barber Saloon.
94. Mr. T. Thurairayah, Owner Barber Saloon.
95. Mr. M. Luxmanaperumal, Businessman.

& Mr. N. Ramakrishnan, Retired Post Officer.
9. Mrs. Parameswary Thangavel, Caitle Breeding, Vithasal Loas, Vabvettitar.

10. Mrs. 5.F. Sivapathasndaram 53. Mr. A. Senthivel, Carpenter.

11. Mr. K.E. Thirunavukkarasu, Retired Accountant & Former, 56, Mrs. Nadrajah Rajeswary, Housewife.

President of Citizens Committee. 57. Mr. K. Balenthiran, Carpenier.
12, Mrs. 5. Kalarany, Animal Husbandry, 58 Mr. A. Ramakrishnan, Fisherman. 9. Mr. 5. Sarvanabavanandavel
13, Mr. V. Manikathiagarajah, Businessman, 59 Mr. K.E. Arunasalenthiran, Government Pensioner. New Road, Valvettitural.

60. Mr. Y. Ananthamyle, Businessman,
61. Mr. M. Thirunavuk karasu
62. Mr. T. Jeyagopal, Seaman.

Murugian Kovilady, Valvettitarai,

14. Mr. M. Kareenthiran, Fsberman.

15. Mir. T. Nanthakumar, Businessman.
16, Mr. 5. Rajalingam, Government Clerk.
17. Mr. P. Sellathuraisamy, Driver.

§7. Mrs. P. Puwaneswary, Housewife.
98, Mr. M. Vettivel, Fisherman,
%, Mr. P, Baleswaran, Fisherman.

Theeruvil, Valvettitural, Julfna Road, Valveititurai.

! 63, Mr. N. Seevaratnam, Bank Officer. — s ——
18 Mrs. V. Pushparance, Animal Husbandry. £4. Mr. R. sivalingam, Tea Boutique Owner. -$. Joseph Sounthararajah, R.T.C.L
19. Mrs. V. Potkamalranee, Housewife. 5. Mr. P. Exswaralingam, Fisherman. 101. Mr, V. Ganeshapackiam, Fisherman,
0. Mr. 5. Arulanantham,
21. Mr. 5. Baleathirathas, Fisherman. K.K.5. Road, Valvettitural Koty ,
22 Mrs. §. Secthangany, Labourer 6. Dr. K. Alaganandasundaram, Retired R M.P. 102. Mrs. P. Mohana, Housewife.
23, Mr. T. Sakthivel, Labourer. 7. Mr. K. Nadesan, Attorney-at-Law, 103, Mr. R. Sivasothy

104, Mrs. 5. Punithawathy, Housewife.

4. Mrs. M. Suseelathevy, Housewife,
25. Mrs. V. Mahaledchumy, Housewie.
26. Mr. 1. Mahalingam,

I7. Mir. 5. Sakthyvadivel, Teacher.

28. Mirs. 5. Pathmawathy, Housewife.
29, Mr. 5. Ramalingam, Mason.

30, Mrs. M. Indra, Housewife,

3. Mr. 5. Velummylam, Businessman.

Sivapura Veethy, Valvettiturai,

&8, Mr. G. Vaithykngam, Government Pensioner.
69, Mr. A. Balasingam, Government Pensioneer.
70, Mrs. Yogambikai Vethanayagam, Housewife.
1. Mr, P. Kandasamy

TZ Mrs. R. Thanganayaki, Housewife.

T3, Mr. M. Kanihasamythurai

74. Mrs. Nadarajah Susecls, Housewife.

“Prema Yasam® Valveltiturai,

105, Mr. 5. Sehvamanickam, Asst, Post Master.
106. Mr. K. Thangathurai, Mazon,

107. Mr. C. Chandralingam,
Cultivation Officer.

108, Mr. K. Mahendrarajah, Labourer.
109 Mrs. 5. Ariyaratnam, Housewife.

110, Mrs. Ulagarajah, Housewife.

75. Mr. V. Murugupillai. SR N
32, Mirs, 5. Subathirathevay . Mr. K. Navaratnarajah, Businessman,
33. Mr. K. Kengatharan, Co-operative Inspector, Uthayaseoriyan Besch Road, Valvettiturai. lll}lr.&'!'m
M. Mrs. Y. Rajeswary, Housewife. 76. Mr. 5. Tharmalingam, Fisherman, 113 Mr. N. Kathirkamalingam, Businessman.
35, Mirs. A. Pathmalofini, Widow, 7. Mr. §. Sivanathan, Fisherman, 114. Mr. P. Subramaniam, Post Master.
36, Mr. 5. Rajenthiran, Tailor, 78. Mr. M. Ravichandrakumar, Fisherman, 115. Mrs. A. Paramcswary, Pensioneer.

37. Mir. ¥. Senthiru, Businessman, 116, Mr. V. Sabaratnam, Fisherman.

38. Mrs. M. Sothilingam, Howsewife, Advecate Lane, Valvettiturai. 117, Mr. V. Tehvasigamany.
3. M. R. Pathmawathy, Pensioner, 79, Mirs. V. Mavarathnammah, Pensicner. 118, Mrs. Mary Therasa, Housewile,
40. Mr. V. Ponnambalam, Draughisman. 80, Mr. A. Thirunavukkarasy, Local Government Clerk. 119 Mr. Saravanaperumal Senthil.

120. Mir. 5. Nadarajah, Basinessman,

41, Mr. 5. Tharmavarathan, Labourer.
121, Mrs. Baskaran Parimalathevy,

42. Mr. K. Selvavinayagam, Principal, Chithambara College.

E1. Mrs. Muthukumar Rajledchumy, Pensioner.

ﬁ. :'r :!. Muthulingam, scaman. Mathavady, Valvettitural. - mﬂt-
45. Mms, KS‘IﬂhmHmumle §m$HMWII T'[W.' 133, Hﬂmxmmmhllmm

C. Sivalingam
10.9.3 - 2.8.89 17.8.69 - 1.8.89 BE5-1089
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K. Sivabhagyam
B1147- 2489
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List of Those Killed By The 1.P.K_F. on Znd, 3rd & dth Aguust, 1989
Name, Age and Address

1. Mr. ¥. Subramamiam, 60 vears Vithanai Lane,
1 Mrs. Iayaperumal Umaranee, 29 yrs
3. Mr. A. Ilkayaperumal, 70 years
4, Mrs. R. Pushparani, 45 years, Sivapura Veethy
5. Mast. R, Javanaraj, 11 years
fi. Mast. A. Sundereswaran, 11 years
7. Mr. 5. Ganeshalingam, 35 years
§. Miss. Ganeshalingam Sashi, 1%z yrs.
9. Mrs. Airthem Umadevi, 26 yrs
10, Mr. A. Ramachandran, 41 yrs
11. Mr. K. Sivanesarajah, 36 yrs
12. Mr. P. Ranjithamamar, 25 yrs
13, Mr. N, Raveenthiran, 32 yrs
14, Mr. K. Mahenthirarajah, 49 yrs
15. Mr. K. Velummylum, 42 yrs
16. Mr. R. Nadarajah, 62 yrs Refugee from
17. Mir. V. Arulsothy, 28 yrs Refugee from
18. Mrs. Kandasamy Sivapackiam, 45 yrs, Palavi
19, Mr. B. Rasaratoam, 34 yvs, Sivankovilandy,
20, Mr. K. Thangarasa, 60 yrs, Palavi Colony;
21. Mr. B. Premraj, 22 yrs, Theeruvil Lane;
2. Mr. 5. Umasankar, 19 yrs, Kadduvalavu Lane;
23. Mr. T. Ravichandran, 28 yrs, Kadduvalavu Lane;
24. Mr. 5. Mylvaganam, 55 yrs, Oorany
25, Mr. T. Nagadas, 28 yrs, Kadduvalava Lane,
26.Mr. B. Mahenthiraraga, 16 yrs, Vembady Lane;
27.Mr. R. Navaratnam, 29 yrs, Oodakarai Lane;
28 Mr. §. Thambithurai, 62 yrs, Sivaguru Vidyalays
29, Mast. Nagalingam Piruntha, 14 yrs, Navalady
30. Mr. Arulsothy Ravennthiran, 17 yrs
31 Mr. Anslpiragacam Swanathas, 18yrs, A.G.A. Lane
32 Mirs. Selvaratnam Sivamany, 35 yrs, Colony
33, Mrs, PV, Krishnavathana, 35 yrs, Udsyamanal;
3. Mr, K. Shanmugavadivel, 36 yrs, Kadduvalava Lane
35, Mr. Kuddipavun, 30 yrs
36, Mr. 5, Amuthan Markandu,
29 Y, Vithanai Lane;
7. Mirs. Eswaramoorthy Ragaledchumy, 26 yrs
38, Mast. Aathy Arunasalam paramsothy, 17 yrs
3. Mirs. Nadaragah Nallamuthu, 70 yrs, Vevil Lane;
40. Mr. P. Shamugalingam, 43 yrs
41. Mr. Kumaravel Selvanathavel, 19 yrs
42 Mr. Poosiah Kalidas, 25 yrs
43. Mr, N. Panugopal, I3 yrs
44, Mr. Wijeratnam Muraleetharan, 20 yrs, Colony
45. Mr. Sothilingam Rameshkumar, 18 yrs
46, Wir. Ponowthurai Rasenthiram, 13 yrs, Asthikovilady
47. Mr. Velummylum Selvachandran, 26 yrs, Kotiyal
48. Mr. K. Rajasekaran, 20 yrs
49. Mr. . Durairaja, 59 yrs
50. Mr. Sakthivel, 23 yrs
$1. Mr. T. Sivakumar, 19 yrs
52. Mr. T. Jevamohan, 16 yrs
53, Mr. A. Parasar, 18yrs
54, Mr, T. Sambasivam, 18 yrs
55, Mr. S, Perinbam, 18, yrs,
56, Mr. C. Yogarajah, 18 yrs
57. Mr. P. Sathiyarupan, 23 yrs
58 Mr. 5. Sivalingam, 49 yrs
59, Mr. N. Nagarajah,
60, Mr. N, Sivakumar, 18 yrs
61. Mr. A. Mathivanan, 17yrs
£2. Mir. 5. Balachandramoorthy, 31 yrs
3. unidentified
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1. NADARAJAH ANANTHARALI - 41 years of age of Theniambai Street,
Walvettiturai, Sri Lanka being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and
truly declare and affirm as follows:

1. I am the affirmant above named and my National Identity Card Number is
482131662 V.

2, 1 am the principal of Sithivinayagar School, Point Pedro and the Secretary
of the Citizen Committee, Valvertiturai.

On Wednesday the 2nd August 1989, at about 11.30 a.m. all of a sudden there
were sounds of Rifle Shooting and Shelling. 1, along with my wife and
three children and some of my relatives who were at my house at that time
locked the doors and waited inside. In a few minutes I saw thick clouds of
smoke was coming from nearby houses and from the junction area which is
a few yards from my house. We could hear sounds of people running along
the road and by lanes, shouting in Hindi.

Apparently many houses and shopis were on fire as the sky over the entire
stretch of Valvettiturai was getting covered with thick smoke and noise of
gunfire continued. As the sound of movement of vehicles of IPKF and men
continued till about 4.30 p.m., none of us got out of the house. At about
5.00 p.m. I got out of my house and as | felt that my sister's house on the
main road nearby would also have been burnt down, T went there. [ saw
her house burning. The household items such as furniture, books, T.V.,
Radio and linen were all burning. | tried to put out the fire by pouring
water, Just then, an IPKF column was moving from Udupiddy towards
Walvettiturai Junction and one Soldier came towards me and assaulted me
in my face and ordered me to walk towards the Junction. [ saw Captain
Parrick, an IPKF officer, who knows me well, coming along but he looked
stern, pointed the gun at me and ordered me to keep walking. At the
Tunction | was asked to sit on the ground along with a number of others
kept captive there. At the junction there were hundreds of IPKF soldiers. 1
saw there many cars smashed up. Most of the shops at the junction had
been burnt down. T saw many dead bodies in front of the shops. Over 50
persons who were already detained there were ordered to walk towards
Udupiddy by Captain Parrick and 1 was also ordered to join them. When
we reached the Udupiddy [PKF Camp, [ was not allowed to go and see the
Commanding Officer of the camp, who knows me but [ was also taken
along with the others through the rear side of the camp, which is situated at
the Udupiddy Girls College.

All ot us were made to sit on the ground under a treée and the captain went
inside. Then Captain P.G.K.Menon came there and scolded every one in
Tamil and hit some with his boots. Later two Sikh Soldiers stared hitting
every one with wooden rods and ordered all of us into a room. After all of

us had entered the room, Capt. Menon came ncar me and said that after
the January 19th incident (in which the IPKF Soldiers ran amock and
assaulted mercilessly over 150 civilians, including women and children,
who were hospitalised) we made a big fuss and “'now you wait and see what
we are going to do to Valvettiturai, the people of Valvettiturai and to
you". He said that he has orders to kill a few prominent citizens of
Valvettiturai. He then grabbed me by tive back of neck and was pushing
me into the room where others were earlier sent in. There [ saw many of
the peaple who came along with me, bleeding and erying. Four Sikh
Soldiers then started beating me with heavy wooden rods and with their
fists. One Soldier dashed my head against the wall. When 1 fell down, one
Soldier pressed a wooden rod on my throat and was standing on the rod
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pressing my throat and preventing my breathing. At that time I heard a
voice shouting “Kill him, Kill him". [ was almost loshing consciousness
when I managed to push the rod on my throat away, toppling the person
who was standing on it. [ rolled over and I realised I was beaten on my
back with wooden rods. They were beating me like beating a snake.
Thereafter 1 lost consciousness. When [ regained conscience I found in
their Military Hospital. The next day at about 9.00 a.m. the Commanding
Officer of Vadamarachi Brig. Shankar Prasad, the Deputy Commander
Col. Aujla and the Udupiddy Commanding Officer Col. Sharma met me
and expressed their apologies. [ told them whai they have done tome is 2
shameful thing and asked isit Mahatma Gandhi's India? The Brigadier
told me that | had been ill-treated by mistake and went away. On Friday
evening at about 5,00 p.m. Col. Sharma called me and apologised to me
and released me along with 42 others who were apprehended on that day.
In the meantime they got me to sign a document purportedly regarding the
cremation of seven youths who were in their custody. When I requested
Col. Sharma to release the balance forty or 5o persons being detained by

them, he told me that they will be released the following day. I came home

walking the 3 k.m. with great difficulty and got myself admitted to the
hospital the following day, where | am presently being treated for my
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[. NAGALINGAM NADESAN, age 41 of Navaladdy, Udupiddy, halding
National Identity Card Mo, 482050450 ¥, being a Hindu, do hereby
solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm as follows :

1. I am the affirmant above named.

2. On 3rd August 1989, | heard gun shots all sides of my house. Gradually the
gunshots sound increased. In order to save our lives, my younger sister
Bawabirinda, age 14, another sister, her husband, his children and I went
to a relative, Mylan Sinnapillai’s house. After reaching that house |
observed some bullets going over the house. 1 saw about 5 or 6 IPKF
Soldiers going forward and the Soldiers who came behind them shooting
three times. Following the shooting, my sister Bawabirinda fell down,
bleeding from her throat. When I raised her head. | saw her dead. As there
was curfew in force that day, | went to the Udupiddy IPKF Camp on the
following day 1o get permission from them to attend to the funcral rites of
my sister, as the cometry is situated close to the camp. They refused
permission. Finally I attended to the funeral rites held in my own
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I, MAHALEDCHUMY, age 30, widowed wife of the late Kandasamy
Velummylum, housewife, of Puddany, Theeruvil Lane, Valvettiturai,
being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and
affirm as follows:

1. | am the affirmant above named.

2. On Wednesday, 2,889, 1 was at my brother-in-law Mahenthirarajah's
house. Besides me, the others in the house were my b-i-| Mahenthirarajah,

I
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my husband Velummylum, my mother-in-law and my b-i-I's wife. At MASSACRE AT VALVETTITURAI

about 2.15 p.m. six IPKF soldiers entered the compound. They first
set fire to my b-i-1's car - Austin Cambridge - No. 3 Sri 4498, They,

then entered the house and set fire to the clothes, cash, jewellery and
stayed in the kitchen. The soldiers then came and stood in front of
the kitchen. My b-i-l said that the soldiers may shoot all of us if we
remain in the kitchen and told us to come out of the kitchen. Mo
sooner we came out of the kitchen, one soldier pulled my b-i-1 by his

hair. He shouted that he is not @ LTTE. The soldiers then brought

all of us 1o the gate. One soldier shot my husband and he fell down.
Another soldier attempted to shoot my b-i-l. Immediately my
mother-in-law and his wife embraced him. One soldier pulled my m-i-|

by her hair. Another soldier shot ber and she removed her hold on
my b-i-l. The same soldier shot my b-i-1 a number of times. My b-i-l

fell down. The soldiers then went away. After the soldiers went away

I looked at my husband and my b-i-l. 1 found both of them dead.
But, providentially, my m-i-l and my b-i-I's wife escaped with the
injuries. On 4.8.89, with the help of the neighbours, we cremated the

two dead bodies in the house compound.
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1, Mrs. ARUNTHATHY SIVALINGAM, age 49, of Murugaiyan Kovilady,
Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows:

1. 1 am the affirmant above named.

2. 1 live in a house near Murugaiyan Kovil, Valvettiturai with my husband
Rasmanickam Sivalingam and my children. This house has been given
as dowry to my eldest daughter Mrs. Nalini Sivaratnam. We have two
mare houses opposite this house, On Wednesday, 26.7.89 my sister-in-law
Mrs, Selvaratnam Sivanayagamoorthy and her two sons and my
brother-in-law Nadarajah and his wife came to stay with us from Point
Pedro fearing the IPKF operations there. On Wednesday, 2.8.89, my
husband as usual went to the tea boutique which he runs at the junction
in the moming. At about 11.20 a.m. [ heard gun shots coming from
the direction of the junction. 1 also heard the very loud noise produced
by the firing of shells. This noise went on for about 25 minutes. Then
there was silence. | had cooked our lunch and was waiting the arrival
of my husband., At about 2.00 p.m. some IPKF soldiers rushed into
my house and started damaging all the articles. At this time there J

were only 2 males in the house, my husband’s brother Nadarajah, age

62, a retired Posimaster and my husband's nephew Arudsothy, an
employee of the Kankesanturai Cement Factory. Both of them were
shot dead by the soldiers despite our appeals to them that they were
honourable citizens. We also showed their national identity cards. Then
the soldiers burnt the motor-cyele which was in my house and the car
which was in the opposite house. Then the soldiers burnt my house
and belongings including my T.V., video deck and other expensive
items. When we went near, the soldiers threatened to shoot all of us.

So we went to my daughter's house opposite. The soldiers were staying

at the temple premises till the evening of Friday, 4 8.89. After they
left we went to my house, [ saw the house had been completely burnt
down. The estimated loss is about Rs. Six lakhs. After the curfew was
lifted on Friday evening. we cremated the two dead bodies, which
were in 4 highly decomposed state in a nearby compound. My hushand,
Sivalingam, who had been detained by the [PKF on 2.8.89 came home

at about 8.00 p.m. on Friday after being released by the IPKF. Till
he came home, he was not aware of the tragedy that occurred in my house.
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Mrs. VINAYAGAMOORTHY INTHIRATHEVY, age 35, housewife, of
Veerapaththirar Kovilady, Uduppiddy, Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, do
hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm as follows :-

I am the affirment above named.

My husband Vinayagamoorthy is employed in the Kondavil Depot of the
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Morthern Region Transport Board, As usual, he left for work on the
morning of Wednesday, 2.8.89. At about 11.20a.m. there was continwous
gun firing from the direction of Yalvettithurai which is about 11/, miles
away. Following this incident. a large number of IPKF soldiers were
standing all along the Uduppiddy - Jaffna road. My children and 1 were
staying inside my house. Then 4 IPKF soldicrs came into the house and
told that they wished to examine the house. [ immediately tried to go out
of the house. But ane soldier held out his gun on the back of my body and
ordered me to go into a room. My 8 year old son attempied to run away
erying through fear. Another soldier got hold of him and made him sit in a
corner. Two other Sikh soldiers pulled me into a room, undressed me and
raped me one after the other. Another soldier held his hand on my mouth
preventing me from shouting When the raping was over and [ was lying
down slightly unconscious, one of the soldiers came near me and warned
me not to let any one know about the incident, and that they will shoot
every one of us and also burn the house, The soldiers then left the place.
As a curfew had been imposed for two days, [ could not go out. Then on
8.8.89, [ went to the Government Hospital and took treatment
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SUNTHERAMOORTHY INTHIRANY age 33 years of Kadduvalavu,
Valvettiturai, being a Hindu do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows :

That | am the affirmant above named.

On 3.8.89 at about 830 a.m. Indian Peace Keeping Force Personnel came in
the direction of east to my house and arrested my cousin Sunderamoorthy
Umasankar. When [ eried and followed them the soldiers showed the rifle
and chased me. He was taken and left along with others in a row. Adfter
that some more youngsters were brought and left to stand along with
others and shot dead in our presence. 1 shouted at the top of my voice
“Amma". Army personnel assaulted us and chased us from the area. The
dead bodies were removed by the public, especially women. These bodies
were ceremated at the Oorany Hindu cemetry, The deccased is my eldest
step son and he was looking after the family. His father was shot by the 3ri

Lankan Army in 1987, 5 m él‘;j{} m(i.
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SINNAPPILLAI alias Rajeswari, age 51, widowed wife of the late
Vengadasalam, of Rajeswari Vasa, Viththanai Lane, Valvettiturai, being
a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm as
follows :

I am the affirment above named.

On Wednesday, 2.8.89 at about 11.20a.m. [ was at home with my late husband
and young son. Suddenly we heard continuous gun firing followed by shell
fire. As my house had & flat, people in the neighbourhood came to take
refuge in my house through Theeruvil Lane, which can be reached through
the rear entrance of my house. The people who came to my house were
telling that the Indian Army was coming firing their weapons. About 1.00
p.m. no firing was heard and the people who had come to my house to take
refuge started leaving. But those who left came back telling that the
Indian Army had come. As they returned some Indian soldiers also
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entered my house. All of us then went forward raising our hands. My
husband too went forward raising his hand and attempted to speak 1o the
soldiers. But the soldiers started firing. Those in the front fell down. My
late husband was one of them. As I was in the rear along with my son, 1
immediately ran with my son and hide in the kitchen, Then the firing
stopped.

After about an hour or two there was complete silence. | came out of the
kitchen to the front of the house and saw my husband still alive but
appeared 1o be breathing his last. However [ brought and gave him some
water. But he passed away soon after. He was lying in a pool of bloed.
Likewise 8 other persons, men, women and children were lying dead.
Seven others were injured. At about 6,00 p.m. as we were unwilling to stay
in the house in the night along with the dead bodies, we left the place.
After spending two days away from my home, | returned on the morning
of Saturday, 5.8.89. With the Imlpc:h:n:';I relatives and neighbours, we

cremated all the nine bodies.
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MURUGUPILLAI LEDCHUMANAPERUMAL., age 54 of Arasady,
MNedyakadu, Valvettiturai, holding National Identity Card No. 373050857
X, being a Hindu do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and
affirm as follows :

I am the affirmant above named.

On Wednesday the 2nd August 1989 at about 11.00 2. m. when [ was
purchasing some items at the market, [ heard gun shots. It was
approximately 11.30 a.m. Following the gun shots, people who were there
ran for safety to the nearest houses. [ too went to a relative house at
Sadayandy Kovil Lane. After some time the [PKF came to the place where
1 stayed and orderced all of us to come to the Valvettiturai Junction. Like
us, there were so many others also there including Kanthasamy
Thangarasa. [ saw personally, the IPKF shooting
Kanthasamy Thangarasa and some others there. Later at about 5.00 p.m. all
injured people were asked 1o go home at their own risk. | also went to my
house, On going there, | came to know that my wife and children had left
the house for safety. Afier leaving the injured at the hospital, I went in
search of my family, [ could not find them. I spent the night in a friend’s
house and the following morming while coming towards my house [ saw
IPKF Soldiers all around the place. They ordered me 1o run away. | ran
away and hid behind a wall through fear. At that time [ saw some soldiers
breaking my house, one soldier bringing something in 2 white can and
setting fire to my house. On seeing the house on fire, some other soldiers
were shouting and making merry. A little later when they were
approaching the place where I was hiding, [ slowly left the place to
Illakkanawatic. Again on 4.8.89 at about 3.00 p.m. when [ came to my
house [ saw my house burnt to ashes. Also Isaw all my belongings,
including Video Camera, cattle, poultry, clothes etc; worth about Seventy
Five Thousand Rupees missing. As a result of this, [ do not have a house to
live and cannot exist without the poultry and catile.
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1, MYLVAGANAM KONESWARAN, 20 yrs, of Kadduvalalu, J o a) ‘- AL 7 TR/
YLVAGANAMKONESWARAN, sge20yms of Kaddemiake 1> _ MASSACRE AT VALVETTITURAI
declare and affirm as follows:

That | am the affirmant above named.

On 3.8.89 at about & a.m. when I was at the Valvettiturai hospital, Indian
Peace Keeping Force personnel came there and arrested me and several
others who were there. They took us to the main road, assaulted us and
took us all to the Valvettitorai junction and ordered us to be inside the bus
halt. When 1 was there I saw my father Selvakathiramalai Mylvaganam too
being brought there and kept in front of the “Kalaisolai" shop. I saw him
being assaulted and finally shot. I saw my father in a pool of blood pouring
from his head and chest. [ was then brought back to Oorany by about 3
p.m. While [ was being escorted back to Oorany [ observed my father lying
dead in the same place. [ also observed a big gun shot wound on his head. I
was released in the evening. I was so sick that I could not attend to the
cremation. My father's brother with the help of some public cremated the
body at the Oorany public cemetry.
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I, WYRAMUTHU KARUNANITHY, age 45 yrs of Advocate Lane,
Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows:

That | am the affirmant above named:

On 2.8.89, my wife's father Mr. Kanthasamy Thangarasa, age 70, was in my
sister Mirs. Vyramuthu Manickaratnam, age 75, my sister’s mother-in-law
Mrs. Thurirajah Mangayatkarasi, my sisters daughter Miss.
‘Thevasihamany Varathaluxmy, age 18 yrs, Appathurai Mathivannan, age
17 and my sister Mrs. Thevasihamany. On 2.8.89, by 11.30 a.m. IPKF
personnel came to the house pulled all the inmates of the house forcibly
and took them to the junction. On the way Mr. Appathurai Mathivannan
was severely attacked by the soldiers. At the juction my father-in-law Mr.
Kanthasamy Thangarasa was shot dead by the soldiers. This information
was conveyed to me by my sister and mother. Even though 1, got this
information I was not able to attend to the cremation till the IPKF
withdrew Valvettiturai by 3 p.m. on 4.8.89. By 3 p.m. on 4.8.89, [ went 1o
the junction and saw my father-in-law’s body highly decomposed, As such
1 cremated his body at 6 p.m. on that day
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I, NADARAJAH SARAVANAPAWAN of Kaladdy, Valvetty,
Walvettiturai, being a Hindu, solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and
affirm as follows:-

1) I am the affirmant above named.

2) On03.08.89 at about 4.00 P.M., when [ was in my mother’s house,
Indian Peace Keeping Force, who came along that way shot my mother,
Mrs. Mallamuthu Nadarajah, age 72 years. She died immediately.
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I, NALLATHAMBY SENTHIVEL, age 50, retired Local Govt. Servant
and proprigter of Manor Farm Product, K. K.5. Road, Valvettiturai
being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and
affirm as follows:

That I am the affirmant above named.

On Wednesday the 2nd of August, 1989, at about 11.15 a.m. [PKF soldiers
from the Valvettiturai camp was coming towards the Valvettiturai
junction and I saw them as | was standing at the entrance to my
shop. [ saw them reaching the junction and taking position and thereafter
I went inside my shop and sat at my table. A little while later there
were firing sounds and so [ fell flat on the floor of the shop and the
shop doors remained open. [ saw the IPKF soldiers standing in front
of my shop firing towards the junction. I could hear the moaning
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sound of some injured persons. [ heard someone calling for water. |

invited the attention of the soldier standing in front of my shop and

told him to take the water jug in my shop and give it to the injured

person. That soldier signal led me to stay inside the shop. About half

an hour later two other soldiers came into my shop and on seeing me
ordered 1o go out. Although the first soldier wanted me to continue to

stay inside the shop the other two soldiers draged me out and made me

to sit near the Marketing Dept. Mr, 5. Rajavel, and a Labourer of
Marketing Dept already detained there. Sometime later two Indian

Army trucks came there and removed three Indian soldiers. Later all

three of us were taken towards the junction and ordered to sit in the hot

sun opposite to the shop “Kalaisolai™ along with about ten others who

were already there. | saw two women and child being detained opposite

the Kesavan stores. I saw a dead body opposite the “Dhileppan Cool

Bar® and Mr. Karunanantharajah lying injured. Sometime later IPKF
soldiers brought a number of men, women, and children to the

advocate lane. [ saw the soldiers beating a student Mast, Mathivannan,

son of Mr. Appathurai, the proprietor of Kalaisolai book shop while
bringing him through advocate lane.

People who were kept near Kesavan Stores were also ordered to go and

sit ncar us. Later an [PKF Officer who came from the direction of
Udupiddy ordered us to sit at the centre of the road at the junction. A
soldicr then set » Baxuka firing weapon near us and fired into " Arulsothy
Fancy Shop". Then fired into “Kesavan Stores”, Later he brought a
kerosine oil can from a nearby shop, poured into the shops “Arulsothy”,
“Kalaisolai Bookshop™ “*Kesavan Stores™ and set them ablaze, All the

three shops started burning furiously. The IPKF was trying to set fire to
“Theleepan Cool Bar”. Mr. Karunanantharajah who was lying injured
near that shop came and sat along with us. People who were sheltering
inside " Dayana Mini Cinema" were brought down and made to sit opposite
“Arunthathy Vilas". After that the IPKF set fire 1o my shop Mano Farm
Product, Archanyar Stores, Top Traders and the Marketing Depi. stall.
A soldier who was walking past us said 1 shoot you™. Just then two
jeeps were coming from the direction of Udupiddy and there was a firing
noke and the two jeeps stopped suddenly and the soldiers jumped out
and started shooting, The soldiers who earlier went past us suddenly
turned towards us and started firing at us. We prostrated ourselves on the
road. When the firing stopped we found two of those who were lying flat

on the moad have died. One was Mr. Thangarasa aged 60 yrs and the
other was a young girl. About 10 persons were badly injured. We saw
those two jeeps going back. Some of the soliders standing near the reading
room told us to go and wait in the shade. We had to carry the injured
persons to the shade nearby. The IPKF ordered us o remove the two
dead bodies. We cartied them and laid them opposite a house down the
jurction lane closeby. They ordered us to remove a body from inside the
reading room and we did 5o, We recognised that it was the body of the

driver of the hiring car No. EY 5872, After that the IPKF soliders got
the owner of “Arunthathy Vilas" Mr. Mahalingam to get biscuits and
water from “Theleepan Cool Bar™ and to serve those injured persons. At
about 5.30 p.m. | saw [PKF personnel coming from the direction of
Udupiddy and a track also came along with them. They also brought
some civilians with them, The Secretary of the Valvettiturai Citizens
committee Mr. Anandarajah Master was also one among them. All of
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60 yrs

them were asked to sit at the junction. We were asked to help the two
injured persons Mr. Aathi Arunasalam Paramsothy and Appathurai
Mathywarnan to be put inside the truck. We saw the dead body of an
old man inside the truck. When the truck started moving towards Udupiddy,
a number of people who were collected from the Mini Theatre and some
others including the Citizens Committe Secretary were being marched
towards Udupiddy. They asked the other injured persons 1o go home
walking and released the others by about 6.30 p.m. I went to the Amman
temple and joined the large number of refugees who had gathered there.

™ ® @ L—g"/"{:‘-‘(“/_l.

I, RAMASAMY SIVAGURU, age 68 years, Retired Post Master residing
at Theeruvil Street, Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, solemnly, sincerely
and truly declare and affirm as follows:

1. 1 am the affirmant above named.

2. On Wednesday the 2nd Auvgust 1989 at about 11-15 a.m. when we
heard sound of shooting near the junction, which is nearly 500 yards
away from my house, my daughter and her children and [ left our
house and ran deep in that land to one late Mr. Sivaganeshan’s house,
which is about 200 yds from my house. When we went there, there
were already about 6 to 70 people in that house. Off and on we
were able to hear sound of shooting and erying from the junction. At
about 4-00 p.m. we heard shooting and crying very close to us. We
all were in the hall of the house and were able 1o feel that the IPKF
soldiers were approaching our house from the back side. They came
shooting towards our building injuring a lady at the neck. They bang
opened the doors of the house and most of the ladies fell on their
feet and begged them not to shoot any one. The 1PKF soldiers kicked
them aside and positioned all round the house and ordered every one
of us, men women and children to get out of the house into the
compound one by one, One IPKF personnel who looked like the leader
of the party stood at the entrance and seperated the men, ladies and
children into two groups. Out of the 70 to 80 people, there were only
10 males, An old man who is about 75 and [ were asked to go with
females. All the other 08 males, ages ranging from 15 1o 40 were
made to sit on the ground and were shot by one soldier in front of
all the rest of us. That is, they were shot in the presence of their
mothers, wives and children and other relatives. The horrible sight was
over in five minutes. The IPKF threatened 1o shoot any one who
cried. Fearing that they too would be shot at, they kept quiel for a
moment and burst out after the IPKF left. Owt of the 08 people who
were shot, four of them died on the spot and others escaped with
serious injuries. This shooting took place nearly four and a half hours
later than the main incident that took place near the Valvettiturai
Junction which is only a few yards from this place. Not only myself
but all the rest who were with us saw one IPKF soldier shooting
these people while other numbering eight stood around us.
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I, KUDDIPILLAI APPATHURAIL, age 47 sears of Amman Kovilady,
Valvettiturai, holding National Identity Card No. 42260124 V, being
affirm as follows:

D




- e TR

MASSACRE AT VALVETTITURAI

That I am the affirmant above named.

That [ am the owner of the “Kalaisolai Book Shop™ situated at Valvettiturai
Junction,

On 2.8.1989 a1 about 11 a.m. while my son was in the above shop, there
was gunfire heard from the direction of Sivan Temple road. Through
fear | advised my son to rush home. | escaped from behind and took
refuge in a house. Curfew was imposed for three days and when curfew
was lifted at 2 p.m. on 4.8.89. I rushed home and 1 was informed
that my son did not turn up. [ immediately came to the junction and
was informed by some of those taken into custody and released
subsequently and from my younger son that my elder son Mathiyalagan,
sustained Gun shot injuries and was taken in an Army Truck at about
& p.m. on 2.8.89. | immediately rushed to the house of the Valvettiturai
Citizens' Committee President, and informed him of the same. Through
him I contacted almost all the IPKF camps and till date his whereabout

could not be traced,
NS a L
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I, SOMASUNDARAM RAJESWARI, age 60 of A.G.A. Lane,
Valvettiturai, Mational Identity Card No. 29673032V, being a8 Hindu,
do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm as follows:

That | am the affirmant above named.

On Thursday, 3rd August, 1989, about 7 a.m. six IPKF soldiers came into
myhouse with pointed rifles. At that time myself, my husband, my married
daughter Amuthaledchumy, and unmarried davghter Thanaledchumy
were standing in front portion of our house. One of the soldiers hit hard
my un-married daughter and me in the face. Another soldier asked where
is “Thambi" (brother). My grandson (son of my eldest son) A. Swarnadas
was a student. Another student, Kumarave] Selvananthavel was taking
refuge in our house. The soldiers tied their legs with kurulon ropes and
dragged them out of the house, | went after them crying and pleading. 1
too was hit severely by a soldier and I fell down and could not go any

further. ' '

The next day, Friday the 4th of Avgust 1989, at about 3 p.m. I heard
that both Swarnadas and Selvananthavel are lying dead with gun shot
and siab wounds near Qorani holy spring area, | rushed there with
my family members. I saw both bodies in pools of blood hy the road
side. Their bodies bore many marks of having been stabbed with knives
and bullet wounds. With the help of our relatives these two bodies were

burnt at Qorani cemetry. w i~ 5 ‘?1
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I, THANABALASINGAM SWARNALATHA, age 39 yrs of Theniambai
Veethy, Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and
truly declare and affirm as follows:-

2. On Wednesday the 2nd August, 1989, on hearing noise of firing at about
11.30 A.M. | ran to the front house with my children as my husband has
gone 1o Jaffna, Then [ saw a number of Indian Soldiers going on the road.

Some entered my house and came oul later some time shouting and laughing.
1 saw them carrying cans, probably kerosene cans. I then saw my house
burning. As the Army was on the road, I could not do anything to stop the
fire. When I saw the house, after the Army left, [ found that Radio, T.V.,
Scooter, fumitures, clothes and other house hold goods burnt to ashes.
The front portion of my house is in a state of collapse.

My - Swonrialat b

I, MURUGUPILLAT PREMKUMAR, of Amman Kovilady, Valvettiturai,
bemg a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm
as follows:

That I am the affirmant above named.

On 2.8.89 my brother-in-law Mr. Rasiah Rajaratnam, aged 33 yrs of Prema
Wasa, Advocate lane, Valvettiturai was in my shop, situated at
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Valvettiturai junction. My employee was also with him in the shop. By
about 11 a.m. the IPKF entered the shop and removed cash Rs. 3,800/
and some sweets. After about § minutes 2 Indian soldiers came into the
shop and pulled out my brother-in-law and Mr. Karunanantharasa who
was also in the shop. Mr. Karunanantharasa was beaten by the riflebuft
One soldier kicked my brother-in-law, by this time anather soldier whao
was close by shot my brother-in-law and Mr. Karunanantharasa. My
employee came and informed this incident and also informed that my
brother-in-law was bieeding from the nose and motionless and Mr.
Karunanantharasa was crying of pain. On 3.8.89 morning I, took my sister
to the spot to remove the body of my brother-in-law. But the Indian soldier
who was there objected saying “He is a LTTE". And it is curfew at this time.
To this my sister replied saving that the deceased is her husband and that
she want the body removed. Finally we removed the body and kept it in
the near by house. On 4.8.89 after the curfew was lifted we cremated the
body a1t Mathavaddy, Perivakovilady. The Indian soldiers came 1o the
scene and inquiring who burnt the body of this LTTE man and illtreated
and harrassed all those closeby, The Army took some of those to camp,
After this they started setting fire to the houses and shops closeby.
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I, Mr. SUNDARAM ARUMAICHANDRALINGAM of Kuchcham Lane,
Valvettiturai, being a Hindu do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows:

1. | am the affirmant of the above named.

2. On 2.8.89, on hearing gunshots 1 and my family, out of fear ran to the Sivan
Temple closeby for shelter. On 4.8.89 after the IPKF withdrew [ and my
family returned home. Only after this [ heard that Mr. Sinnathurai
Thambithurai, age 60, was shot dead by the [PKF at Poochchimuthan,
Valvettiturai, Immediately | went to the scene and cremated his body
there itself.

3. Mr. Sinnathurai Thambithurai was my grandfather.

I, THAMBIAH ANANDARAJAH, age 35, of Urany, Valvettiturai, being a
Hindu do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm as
follows:

1 am making this affidavit about the death of Peter Vijayarajan
Krushnavathana aged 33 years of Udayamanal, Valvettiturai.

1. I am the affirmant above named.

2. On 2.8.89 having stayed the whole day she atiempted to come out of the
house at 7.00 p.m. to go 1o Vervil Pillivar Temple for safety, she was shot
dead by the Indian Army. After they moved from that area, [ removed the
dead body of P.V, Krushnavathana from that place and cremated at Urany

cemetery on 4.8.89. -
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I, PATHMATHEVY SHANMUGALINGHAM, 38 vears, of Theeruvil
Lane, Valvettiturai, holder of National Identity Card, bearing number
517210382 V, being a Hindu, solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and
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affirm as follows:-
1.1 am the affirmant above named.

2. 1 am the wife of the deceased Ponnuthurai Shanmugalingham. He was 43
years old. On 02.08.89, on hearing the firing shots from the direction of the
Valvettiturai junction, my children and I went to take refuge in my brother's
house, my late husband went running in the western direction saying that
he was going to the temple. While he was going, the Indian Peace Keeping
Foree soldiers, who were coming from the direction of Theeruvil Lane,
shot at my husband. When we heard the firing shots, we saw my husband
falling down. Immediately my children and [ went erying to my brother’s
house and told him what happened. Since the Indian Peace Keeping Force
soldiers were in the vicinity, we could not go to the spot immediately.
When the IPKF left the place after playing havoc in the area at about 3.30
p.m., we went and saw the dead body of my husband, We saw him lying
dead with bleeding gunshot injuries. Since we were told that the [PKF was
coming back and the curfew was imposed we were very much scared. |
took my children to a house belonging to a friend of mine at Kamparmalai,
an adjoining village. Subsequently on (4.08.89, on hearing that the curfew
was relaxed and the IPKF has left our place, we went near the dead body
of my husband. There was offensive smell coming from the dead body,
Immediately with the help of the neighbours, we cremated the body
together with five other dead bodies of the people who were killed by the
Indian Peace Kupmg Force soldiers.
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I, BALAKRISHNAN, age 53 years, of Vaikunda Pillaiar Lane,

Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare and
affirm as follows:-

1. 1 am the affirmant above named.

2. On 02.08.89 at about 1.00 P.M., when my son Premathas, age 19 years was
staying with my car bearing serial number EY 5872 to ply for hire in the
Valvettiturai junction, the [ndian Peace Keeping Force came there and
shot him. He died on the spot.
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.& L] d‘j @U{‘ o c-}- & ':'Il B\ e J L o (14.08.89, his body was cremated by me in the junction lane.
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I MANICKALDHUMY SIVANESARAJAH, age 36 years, of Theeruvil
Lane, Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and
truly declare and affirm as follows:-

_' I. | am the affirmant above named.
2. On Wednesday the 2nd August 1989 at about 11-30 a.m. there were noise of

firing at Valvettiturai. My husband and myself along with some others
were at Sivaganesan’s house at Theeruvil Lane for safety. At about 3-30
p.m., the [PKF soldiers entered the house firing at random. Then they
pulled out 08 males who were there and shot them in front of us. Four of
them died and one of them was my husband Kathirgamathamby
Sivanesarasa. With the help of neighbours, his body was cremated at the
rice field nearby, along with 05 others bodies on 4-2-89 at about 5-00 p.m.
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RAJARATNAM RAGU, age 30, of Vanna Valavu, Theniyambai,
Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows :

I am the affirmant above named :

1 was in my house on Wednesday, 2.8.89. At about 11.20 a.m. [ heard
continuous gun firing followed by shell firing. I immediately ran to the
Vervil Pillaiyar temple about 12 kilometre away and took shelter there.
When [ reached the temple 1 saw many people taking shelter there. At
about 1.30 p.m. IPKF soldiers came to the temple premises and took me
and the other males into custody. They then took all of us to the residence
of Mr. Rajendran, Registrar of Births and left us there. While taking us,
one of the soldiers told us that they had orders to shoot us at sight. The
soldiers then left. The soldiers then returned ar about 5.30 p.m. and took
25 of us including me to the temple premises. They told the rest not to
leave the temple premises. The following morning, the soldiers returned
and took those in the temple premises as wel| as those who remained in the
Registrar’s residence to the Valvettiturai Hospital premises. After taking
us to the hospital premises, we were ordered to roll on the tarred road up
and down. The distance covered was about 100 metres. While we were
rolling on the tarred road, we were assaulted with iron rods and wooden
poles. We were then brought to the VVT junction by walking, at about
10.00 a.m. We were told that we would be released at the junction. Some
of us were singled out including me and were ordered to lie on the road
looking at the sun for about 10 minutes. We were then ordered to get up
and sit on the road. During this period, there were about 200 soldiers at
the junction. When [ was at the junction, | noticed that a number of shops
at the junction were burnt and reduced to ashes. At about 2.00 p.m. the
soldiers brought 6 youths and 4 boys to the junction. made them to roll on
the tarred road while at the same time assaulting them severely. 6 youths
and 4 boys were screaming in pain. Then the 6 youths were shot dead by
the soldiers before our eves. At this time there were about 50 10 75 civilians
at the junction. At about 5.30 p.m. the soldiers took all of us to the hospital
premises. After reaching the hospital, those of us who had no injuries were
again ordered 10 roll on the tarred road : Again beated severely. The
soldiers then threatened to shoot and throw us into the sea. We were all
lying on the road. In the morning on Friday, 4.8.89 we were ordered by the
soldiers to keep on lying down on the road. Then at about 1.00 p.m. they
detained 20 of us and released the rest including me. Before releasing us,
the 20 persons were taken away by the soldiers in the direction of the
Polikandy camp. We don't know what happened to them

KANAGASABAI THANGARASA, age 62 years, of Vellaivaikal,
Sivankovilady, Valvettiturai and holding Mational Identity Card No.
282630958 X, being a Hindu, do hereby, solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows:

1. I am the affirmant above named.

2. On Wednesday the 2nd August 1989, at about 2,30 p.m. the Indian Army
entered my house and pulled my daughter’s husband out of the house and
put him against a wall and shot him. Then they threatened to shoot my
daughter and children and burnt all household goods after pouring kerosene
brought from the kitchen. My house and kitchen were completely burnt.
The loss is about 50,000 rupees. When 1 saw my son-in-law, after the

soldiers left, he was dead.
Bar Loppr o2 )




I KUMARAVEL SOORIYAKUMARI of Theeruvil Lane, Valvertiturai
being a Hindu, do hereby, solemnly, sincerely and truely declare and
affirm as follows:-

[. 1 am the affirmant of the above named.

2. On 2-8-89 having heard the gun fining, we fled 10 Manankanai for
safety. In a round up exercise carried out by the Army on 3-8-89,
they took away my son Kumaravel Selvananthavel, age 19 years 1o
Urani and shot him behind the hospital. As there was curfew on that
day, the body was eremated at 500 p.m. on 4-8-89 at Urani Cemetery,
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I. RAJAGURU PUSHPARAI, age 18 years of Sivapura Veethy,
Valvettiturai holding National Identity Card bearing number 711931490
V, being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and
affirm as follows:-

1. | am the affirmant above named.

2. On 02.08.89, The Indian Peace Keeping Force came to Valvettitural
junction and in a few minutes started firing. At that time, wei.e., my
brather Yavanaraj and mother and | were in my mothers banana stall.

On hearing the firing shots, people started running. We closed the
banana stall and hid ourselves inside the stall. When the firing stopped,
for a while, we scrawled and ran bebind the Super market and went

home to find there was nobody at home. We went to Surveyor Mr,
V. Subramaniams’ house at Theeruvil through Vaikundam Pillaiar Lane
and took refuge there. There were many males and females in addition

to children. We confined to ourselves in a room. At about 2.30 p.m.
somebody knocked at the door of his house. The Indian Peace Keeping
Force soliders, who came inside the house, first shot Mr. Subramaniam.

1 lied in the floor along with the

dend and pretended to be dead and got up afier the Armed forces
left. 1 saw my mother and brother among the dead i.e., tolalling to
nine people. Later, Tleft to Madanthai Pillaiar Kovilady in search of

my brother and sister, Since curfew was clamped, 1 could not come
back. Later on 04.08.89, at about 2.00 p.m., curfew was relaxed. When
we went to Surveyor Subramaniam’s house, we found the dead bodies

of nine people putrefied with offensive smell and could not identify
them. | identified my brother and mother from the clothes, they wore.

At about 5.30 p.m., with the help of the neighbours, we cremated
the dead bodies of these two together with seven dead bodies in a pit

in the adjoining land. {2 @ '
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1, VAITHY SINNATHURAI, age 55 years, labourer of Puthu Thoddam,
Mathang Kovilady, | Polikandy, Valvettiturai being a Hindu do hereby
solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm as follows:

1. | am the affirmant above named.

2. On wednesday, 2nd August 1989 at about 12.30 p.m., the IPKF soldiers
from the Polikandy camp, who were going towards Valvettiturai shot
and killed, Sivamany, sister of my friend Mr. Poopalu and went away.
That evening by about 4.0 p.m. | with the help of another person

Alee- 2089 18.3.57 - 1859
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by the name Mr. Konesh left the dead body at the V.V.T. hospital
and returned. The following morning at about 5.30 a., when the two

of us were going to the hospital through the rear entrance, IPKF
soldiers hiding behind the hospital walls beat us severely and made us

to sit there, After sometime they took us to the front side of the
hospital when already about 60 persons were being detained. The IPKF
started assaulting all of us to the Valvettiturai junction and crowded
us into the bus stop waiting room. The soldiers assaulted us with
rods and rifle butt, After sometime they took us back w Urany and
made us 10 lie down on the tarred road. The wholeday we were kept

lie there in the hot sun without any food or water. On 4.8.80 ar
about 2.00 p.m. they released us. My entire body has beating marks
and wounds. As | had some large wounds 1 went to the hospital

directly from there. A
2t B @y
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1, SABARATNAM PONNAMBALAM, age 47 years, of Junction Lane,
Valvettiturai, holding NIC bearing number 423360291 V| being a Hindu
solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm as follows:-

1} I am the affirmant above named.

2) My son Ponnambalam Ranjithkumar resides in Theeruvil Lane,
Walvettiturai. On 02.08.89 hearing gunshots from the direction of the
junction. my son took refuge in Mr, Sivagancshan's house along with
many other men and women. When the [PKF came inside the house,
all the people cried and raised their arms. The IPKF soliders ordered
the men and women to stand separately. They summoned the men
separately and ordered them to kneel down and shot them. Immediately
four men died on the spot and my son Ranjithkumar was one of them,
Since the curfew imposed by the IPKF was in force, | could not
cremate the dead body of my son. After the curfew was relaxed at
2.00 P.M. on 04.08.89, we cremated the dead body of my son in

Theeruvil open space. ‘9 L Pa E g
@ @ ]

[.5. SOORIYAMOOTHY, age 54 years, of Theeruvil Lane, Valvettiturai,
being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly affirm and
declare as follows:-

1) I am the affirmant above named.

2} On 02.08.89, on hearing the sudden firing shots, we went 1o Mr. V.
Subramaniams’ house situated at Vithuthanai Lane and took refuge
there. When we were there Indian Peace Keeping Force soldiers came
inside the house and shot at the people inside the house. My
daughter-in-law Mrs Rajalakshmy Eswaramoorthy was one of the nine
persons, who were shot and killed.

The dead body of the deceased was cremated at about 4.00 P.M. on
(4.08.89 in the adjoining land.
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1, SATHASIVAM BALASUBRAMANIAM., age 54 years holding National
ldentity Card No. 351300566 V', of Vembady Lane, Valvettiturai, being
a Hindu, da hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm
as follows:

That | am the affirmant above named

On 3.8.1989, by 9 a.m. the IPKF soldiers came on patrol along our lane.
While they were coming they brought with them some civilians too.
The soldiers entered my house and they forced me, my two sons and
son-in-law Mr. Thu'Tairajah Nagathas. aged 28 1o go along with them
to the Valvettiturai junction. When they neared the junction they
ordered my younger son, and to stay at the bus sand. By about 11
a.m, the IPKF ordered all youngsters including my son and son-in-law
to stand in a row at the new market in front of the shop “Kalaisolai™
and shot dead all of them. This incident happened in front of me and
my younger son. We were witness to this. By 4.30 p:m. on this day
[ removed the two bodies to my residence. Since curfew was imposed
till 4.8.89, [ was able to cremate my son on 4. SESI'andmvmn in-law i
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I, SIVASUBRAMANIAM THAVAMANYTHEVI of Theeruvil Lane,
Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, do hereby, solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows:-

I. I am the affirmant above namcd.

2. On Wednesday the 2Znd August 1989 on hearing gunshots at about 3-30
p.m. my son-in-law Eliyathamby Gogagure, age 37 his family and 1
ran to the house of 5. Sivaganeshan at Theeruvil Lane and ook shelier,
While staying there the Indian Army entered the house and lined up
all the eight males and shot them. My son-in-law was also shot. By
god's grace, he escaped death. With the help of neighbours we
despatched him to the Base Hospital, Point Pedro. He continues to
take treatment there with one arm amputated.
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1 ANANDAMY SUBATHIRALI AMMA, ageed 67 vears, residing at
‘Sivapura Veethy, Valvettiturai, being a Hindu do hereby solemnly
sincerely and truly declare and affirm as follows:

That 1 am the affirmant above named:

That on 2.8.89, I, was with my daughter Mahadevi at my residence, At
about 1 p.m. there were gun shots heard closer to our residence. My
neighbourer Mrs. Kalidasan Kundammah with her two children came
to our residence and we were all together in one room. After about
10 minutes 8 Indian  Army personnel came 1o my residence. Two of
them took everything inside the room including the clothes put them
outside and set fire. Through fear we all raised our hands since they
were pointing gun at us. After about half an hour they left the premises.
Immediately we left the house and ran towards fish market. The Indian
Army at the market place ordered us (o stay there and released s
only at 6 p.m. The moment we were released we took shelter at
Mediyakadu, Pillaiyar temple.

The damages to my belongings — Rs 10,000.00

1 -
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I MUTHUSAMY KANTHASAMYTHURAI, age 54 yrs of K. K.5. Road,

Walvettiturai, being a Hindu do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows:

1 am the affirmant above named.
Date of the incident 4.8.89

On 2,8.89, we heard the firing shots and shelling by the 1.P.K.F. Qut of
the fearwe stayed at home. Then on 4.8.89, Indian soldiers came to our
house. broke opened the gate assaulted all of us and chased us out of
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the house. They poured some oil and set fire 1o the house. All of us
went to Amman temple and stayed there till 12 noon. When 1 returned
home the house was still burning and [ was able to put out the fire and

save a portion. My house is partly damaged but | lost all my belongings
including the clothes. The total cost of the damage is around Rs 120,000.00/

s ® A

I. SANGARAPILLAI POOPALU, age 72 years, father of the deceased
Selvaratnam Sivamany of Housing Scheme, Qorany, Valvettiturai being
a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincercly and truly declare and affirm
as follows:

That | am the affirmant above named.

On 2.8.89, at about 1.30 p.m. IPKF soldiers came 1o the housing scheme

- &t Polikandy from their camp at Polikandy, They stanted firing shots
at the direction of my house. One of those bullets struck my daughter
and passed through her chest. She was bleeding profusely and later
removed to the hospital, where she died. The body was cremated at

the Oorany cemetery on 5.5.89.
TN

LIEYARANY RANIANATHAS, age 39, housewife of Theniambai Road,
Valvettiturai being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows:

l. I am the affirmant above named.

2. On Wednesday, 2.8.89, at about 11.30 a.m., T was in the kitchen
engaged in cooking. At the same time 1 heard shots being fired all
=round. My husband was not at home. I immediately went 1o the
house in front and hid there. After a few minutes. many IPKF soldiers
came along the road. 1 saw some of them entering my house. Thereafter
I saw smoke coming out of my house. 1 also heard explosions inside
my house. When the soldiers left, my house was virtually burning.
The soldiers were wearing black scarf on their heads. As a result of
the burning of my house, my radio, T.V. set, electric goods, furnitures,
cooking utensils, clothes, vital documents ete. were burnt to ashes, My
house is now in a dilapidated condition,

. » & P{RS-T-MME

1. SIVABALACHANDRAN NIRMALA of Theeruvil Lane, Valvettiturai,
being a Hindu, do hereby, solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm
as follows:

I. I am the affirmant above named.

2. On Wednesday the 2nd August 1989 while we were waiting inside the
house, the Indian Army entered the house at about 3.30 p.m. firing
continuously. My daughter Miss. Kirisanthini Sivabalachandran, age 4
years was injured in the firing. By god's grace she escaped death. When the
curfew was lifted in the afternoon of 4th August, [ took treatment for her

e .@-. aﬁ}ﬂ SUTL.
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I, KANDASAMY NAGESWARAN, age 34 years, of Uthayasooriyan
beach road, Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely
and truly declare and affirm as follows:

That 1 am the affirmant above named.

That on 3.8.89 (Thursday) by about 1.45 p.m. I saw IPKF personnel
maoving from the direction of Mathavady. Through fear of life, 1
immediately closed the entrance of my house and the entire family
was indoors. The Army personnel broke open the door of my enirance
and entered the house. They ordered all of us to come out of the
house and accordingly we all got out of the house. They went inside
the house and broke the following items: Wall Clock, Windows &
Doors. My wrist watch was stolen. They have then set fire to the
fishing nets and the bench that was there. The total estimate of the

damage caused is Rs. 13,0000- ' c
& 11 4 23 ) 537

L ] [ ] [

1, SELLAN KANTHASAMY, age 45, Dhoby by profession of Vady Lane,
Valvettiturai, being a Hindu, do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly
declare and affirm as follows:

That 1 am the affirmant above named,

On 2.8 89, | and my wife went to the Valvettiturai junction in order to take a
bus to visil her relation. By about 11.30 a.m., | heard some gun shots
closeby. Immediately | along with my wife ran through the lane to the
beach. On the way my wife fell. When | looked back | saw my wife was
bleeding from her back. Then I saw the Indian soldiers shooting and
coming towards me. For fear of life, [ fled from the scene. Later [ came to
understand that the IPKF imposed curfew, The curfew was imposed for
three days. After the IPKF withdrew by 2 p.m. on 4.8.89, [ rushed to
Valvettiturai junction and cremated my wife's body there itself with the

help of others., M ba;ch‘k ‘:Lg
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I THANIGASALAM MEIGNANAMAALAIL age 50 years, of
Kadduvalavu, Valvettiturai, holding National Identity Card Mo, 396360314
V, being a Hindu, do hereby, solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and
affirm as follows:

L. 1 am the affirmant above named.

2, On Thursday the 3rd August 1989, at about 11.00 a.m. the IPKF came
along the sca beach side and entered my house and took my son
Thanigasalam Ravichchandran away. [ also went behind him crying along
with Inthiranee. Then the IPKF lined my son and some others and shot
them. Out of fear | ran away. On the following day at about 4.30 p.m. with
the help of some women, we carried the body of my son and cremated at
the Oorany cemetery. My son is the only bread-winner and our shop also
buarnt by the IPKF to ashes.

50 h\@@h @srierr Ay

N



E SUNDAY TELEGRAPH AUGUST 13 1989

Indian army
accused of
nore atrocities

by Jeremy Gavron
NEW DELHI!

THE MASSACRE of at least 51
men, wamen and children in
the Sri Lankan home town of
the leader of the Tamil Tiger
guerrillas, which has been reli-
ably attributed to the Indian
army, is just one of several
atrocities the army has carried
oul in recent weeks, according
to an independent aid agency
working in the arca.

An official of the agency,
said yesterday it was “abso-
lutely certain that the atrocity
was carried out by Indians™
but asked that the agency
should not be identiffied for
fear that the army would throw
it out of the north of the island.

The official also said that
Indian army officers imposed a
curfew on the town, Valveddit-
turai, for more than two days
while 10 civilians with severe
gunshot wounds lay untended.

The official =aid at least one
similar, if smaller, incident
tnok place two weeks ago. And
100 civilians with gunshot or
grenade injuries are in a hospi-
tal four miles from the town as
aresult.

These new details emerg=d
a5 Indian officials denied the
claims and Aew Indian journal-
ists to Jaffna to hear the the
army’s side of the story. They
were nol taken to the scene of
the alleged massacre

According to the army, trou-
ble began when a patrol of
Indian soldiers was ambushed
v Tamil Tiger guerrillas in
Valvedditturai on August 2.

In the ensuing gun battle,
seven guerrillas and 24 civil-
ians were killed. Six Indian sol-
diers died and 12 were injured.

An Indian official said the
Tigers were well known for
using civilians as “‘human
shields".

The aid officials say the
townspeople Lell a graver
story. Scores of houses and
shops were burned down.

"It was deserted, like a ghost
town and everything was
burned and we could smell de-
composed and burned bodies’,
the aid official said. The bady

of one man shot dead was even
found still tied to a tree.

Villagers told the aid offi-
cials how soldiers ordered
people out from their houses
and shot them against walls or
on the ground. Some were also
said o have been burned alive
in their hnuses.

Other bodies were later
burned after they began to de-
compose and some were par-
tially eatin by dogs, according
to the zid cificial.

The first sign of the extent of
the ‘carnage was a local ambu-
lance carrying eight injured
civilians which was let through
by thke Indian army to a hospi-
tal inur miles from the town.
The army would not allow the
ambulance to return.

According to the aid officia!
one nurse took a small truck
secretly into the town two days
after the killing and brought
oul len more wounded people.
A total of 20 seriously woun-
ded are still in the hospital and
dozens more have been treated
for minor wounds.

Valveddittarai is the home of
Mr Velupillai Prabakaran, the
leader of the Tamil Ti{:rest
who was reported to have been
killed a lew weeks ago but is
believed to be still alive, It has
long been a centre of trouble
between the TiFers and the
Indians and wonld be an obvi-
ous target for Indian revenge,

But the aid official said that
violence has hugely increased
in the whole area in recent
weeks, Al least one other mas-
sacre has been reported amd
100 peaple with gunshot or gre-
nade wounds. including sev-
eral women and children, are
receiving hospital treatment.

Almeost the entire 50,000

pulation of Valvedditturai
1as fAedand about 5,000, ma
of whom lost their homes a
possessions in the burning, are
staying in local temples.

Aid workers have appealed
for help in feeding and cluthins
the displaced. Both the Re
Cross and United Nations have
been formally told of the
events. But the aid official
sgeakin from the island said
the Indian army had made
working very difficult for the
relief agencies in the area.
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estern democratic
rmments have
known that a
price to be paid in

fighting guerrilla conflicts
overseas is that their armed
forces get drawn into acts of
barbarity which domestic pub-
lic opinion finds unacceptable.
India, possibly the first non-
aligned nation to mount a
or peacekeeping operation
abroad, is running into the
same experience in Sri Lanka.
On Tuesday [ was the first
western reporter to visit Vel
vettitural, a small coastal town
near Jaffna, where Indian
carried out reprisals on
August 2 after the Tamil
Tigers, the Tamil guerrilla
movement, ambus one of
their patrols close to the main
W?WE. killing six Indian sol-
diers and wounding several
others. After 4% hours of walk-
ing around the town and ques-
tioning many people, it
becomes clear that sol-
diers deliberately shot dead
unarmed ﬂtlﬁna. hum:na
large num houses,
brutally beat many of the
&nd men they caught. [
Citizens Committee has
identified 52 bodies and says
that over 120 houses were
burnt — making it by far the
worst atrocity alleged against
Indian troops in the two years
they have been in Sri Lanka.
Most of the killings took
place in the hours after the
ambush, but the burning and
ransacking continued for
another two days while Velvet-
titurai was under curfew and
surrounded by Indian troops.
What is also certain is that
the official Indian explanation
for the deaths — that civilians
Were t in crossfire in the
wake of the ambush — has no
credibility. Mr 8 Selvendra, the
president of the Citizens Com-
mittee and a chartered atcoun-
tant, is calling for a public
inquiry

Almost a fortnight after the
event, a smell of charred

Financigl Times 17889
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David Housego visits the scene of
killings by Indian soldiers in
northern Sri Lanka

After the
ambush, the
reprisals

remains hangs over Velvettitu-
rai. Of the 15,000 people per-
haps half have left in fear or
despair. Many who remain are
distraught over the loss of rela-
tives or ings, and uncer-
tain how to begin again or
where. What seems to have
happened on A 2 is that
two patrols of Indian Peace-
keeping Force (IPKF) -
about 30 men in all -
approached the centre of the
town on foot in col-
umns at about 11.15 in the
morning. This was market
time, when the streets were
most crowded. They were
ambushed by ﬂ.r]ng from the
roof and the street. Six soldiers
were killed and 13 injured,
including an officer. Even by
Tiger standards of brutality,
these were heavy casualties to
inflict Et a time when peace
negotiations.are underway.
What follows are abbreviated
eyewitness accounts of four
particular incidents that
occured after the ambush.

@ Mr N Senthibadibel, 50, was
in his Icphntngmphar's shop
overlooking the sgquare when
the firing began. He threw
himself to the ground. Later he
was taken out and made to sit

m'omﬁdnﬁthabnutﬂﬁ
on square. From

saw soldiers set fire to some
of the s and throw kero-
sene to to the flames.

At about 2pm a soldier came
along and said in breken
English that he was to
shoot them. Two arrived

firing began.
then turned round to those
e
. vapac a
washerwoman, and Mr K
T, a were killed and 10

slonal land survey office. After
the firing about 50 people
sought shelter in her house —
well over 200 yards from the

with her husband; they
holding their hands up.
pleaded with her husband not
to step forward but he
advanced to speak to the sol-
diers. They shot him. They
then called for the other men

were
She

After that they sprayed bul-
lets killing four more
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his face of wounds he received.
This account of his treatment
at the Udupiddy IPKF camp
nearby is taken from his
affidavit. “There (at the camp)
I saw many people who came
along with me
crying. Four Sikh soldiers then
started beating me with heavy
ﬂwmmdm rods and with their

"{inuuldlerdashadmrhmd
against the wall. Drﬁ soldier
pressed a wooden on my
throat and was standing on the
rod which was my
breathing. At that time I heard

§

sciousness when I m to
push the rod on my throat
away, the person who
was onjt. ..
“The next day, the Com-
Officer of Vi
chi (region), Brigadier Shankar

Prasad, the deputy Com-
mander, Col ﬂujﬂ‘

and the
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as quickly as possible. Its offi-

cers are against a public
inguiry because they do not
belleve they would get a fair
mﬂn‘1 M mt ju&ﬁ.ﬁ*
d;rthm' that nt%e would
IR i o
S5e8
favour. But it is to see

Thursday 17th August 1989

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CALLS ON SRl LANKA GOVERN-

MENT TO END RISING TIDE OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

Amnesty International has called for full investigations into the killings of
unarmed civilians by members of the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) in

northern Sri Lanka early this month.

On 2 August at Jeast 51 peopie - including six women and seven children -
wire reportedly killed in a reprisal attack by the [PKF at Velvedditturai after
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam had ambushed an IPKF patrol in the

town, killing six Indian soliders,

Many victims were reportedly pulled from their houses and shot in the back;
others were lined up against walls and shot. Over a hundred houses were burnt

along with dozens of shops, vehicles and fishing boats.

The Indian suthorities have said that 24 people died in cross-fire when the
guerilla group attacked, but this has been denied by witnesses and independent

sources in the town.
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Relief kept

from

SC€ne

of massacre

LUCIEN RAJAKARUNA B Colombo

FOOD and medcine are
being rushed to the town or
Velvettitur, 266 milks
north of Colknba, after the
massacre of 3t least 70 of it
citizens by Indian traope.

Buecause of 2 curfew
imposed by the Iudns, i
was ¢ight hours before the
first casualties reached the
Point  Pedro  huspital, less
than 10 miles away. Indian
iroops prevented any medi-
cal personnel or other assis-
tance from reacking
Velvettiturai for two more
days.

Lates! reports state that al
least 70 civilians were killed
when Indian  peacekecping
force (IPKF) troops went
berserk in the town of
15,000 people ten days agn.
The mussacre was the worst
of 8ri Lanka's Tamil civilians
since the Indians Jaunched
their operation in Sri Lanka
in Qctober 1987. The wvic-
tims included women and
children.

The killings followed the
ambush of an [PKEF pairol
by Tami! Tiger goerrillas in
the morming of 2 August, in

which six Indian troops,
including one officer, were
killed. The ambush was in

the main bhazza of Velvetn-
tural, whick = the irthplace
of Tamil Tiger leader Velu-
pillai Prabhakaran.
According 10 imdependent

Y
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19.5.59 - 4.8.89

reports, Indian troops larer
returned 0 the  area,
declared & curfew, then went
arourd forcing people out of
their bonws, lining them up
and shouting them in the
head. They alse burned at
beast 130 houses, four cine-
mas. more than 40 shops. at
least 30 vehicles and o large
number of boats and fishing
nets.  The tewn  depends
mainly nn fishing lor its live-
Isthood.

More than 5000 people
who fled Velveltitura  are
still living in refugee camps
in temples, churches and

schools, because all their
belongings  have  been
desiroyed

They are being cared for
by E:. Sri Lanka Red Gross,
which s organising supplics
of food and medical equip-
ment, and by other wvolun-
s,

There has been little reac-
tion in Colombo 1o news of
the massacre, which came in
a satement by the Tamil
Tigers. It was only yesterday
that a government i
mari said the massacre o
be condemped if it was froe.
The Indian High Commis-
sionn in Colom:bo has admii-
ted thar 24 civibans were
killed i the crossfire when
the Tigers attacked the
IPKF.
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Another warning

ELVETTITURAI, the small town on Sri Lanka’s

northern coast, has become a blemish on the Indian
army which it will find hard to live down. The detailed
account of the IPKF's attack on August 2 on the residents
of the town given by David Housego, the Correspondent of
the Financial Times, London, after a visit there shows the
barbarity of it all. It shows too the lunacy of what is going
on in that hapless country. The LTTE ambushed an IPKF
patrol in the market-place. The Indian jawans fired back
and followed up with chilling reprisals against the inhabi-
tants. According to the local Citizens’ Committee, the
enraged troops left 52 civilians dead and set fire to 120
houses. There have been other incidents of this kind, many
of them provoked by the LTTE, in the last two years but
this is the most shocking of them all. It has again served to
underline the high cost the men of the IPKF have had to
pay in terms of earning a bad name.

A guerilla war on home ground can be trying en
for a regular army to counter. In the present case,
Indian army has been asked to deal with well-armed
guerillas on foreign soil. The jawans' position has become
particularly unenviable because they are unable to see how
the deadly responsibility thrust on them by the Indian
government served the nation’s cause. Today the IPKF has
no sense of p . It has no friends. And every day our
soldiers see their colleagues dying. Demoralisation, the
feeling that no one values what one is doing, indeed what
one is dying for removes all inhibitions. A provocation
triggers brutality. That is the sequence that is the sequence.
But it is no extenuation. Not in the eyes of the S'nim]esc,
nor in the eyes of the Tamils whom the IPKF is ostensibly
there to protect. Nor will the fact that this brutality has
followed the unvarying, predictable sequence moderate the
consequences of the events for the Indian army. Quite the
con . The fact that our men are so much on edge that
they have begun to react in this way is yet another reason to
hasten back.
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Indians kill 51
Tamil civilians

Chria Muttall in Colombo

COLDIERS of the Indian
peaceheeping force are
8 et w0 DT 51
ram and massac
atrocity of their twa-yvear occu-
tion of the north and east of
Lanka

Reliable independent ac-
counts of the massacre in the
northern coastal wen of Val-
vedditturai reached Colombo
yesterday, afler an atiempt by
the Indixn army to cover e the
inﬂd-en

MWrd.lns to the first inde-
tenl witness reach:
ng Colombo yesterday, the vic-
tims, includin women,
children and the elderly, were
either burned to death 1wtl:;auxr
lined i ]
RN
‘1 on the where {
were shot in t
hrThemmusmre is Eynughl to
ve been provoked by the am-
bush by Tamil

F

in Colombo said six Indian sal-
diers, five rebels and an officer
were killed and nine other sol-
diers were woundad. It yesier-
day admitted for the first time
that there had been civilian ca-
sualties, but said only 24 people

were Ki'led and that they had | kan

dicd in crossfire.

But independent sources said
badies were found all over the
town of 15,0 le and that
they cowld not all have diud in
crossiire.

\fuh'ndd:tluni the birthplace
of the Tigers' leader, Velupiliai

st

Prabhakaran, iz a guerrilla
powor base and the soidiers ap
pear to have run amok, taking
revenge.

Anilysts here say the rebels,
who have baen campaigning for
an lrdian withdrawa!, may
have staged the ambush delib-
erately to provoke the viclent
reaction, knowing it would in-
crease pressure on India to

jeave.

Of 51 people killed, 47 bodies
have now identified, in. |
cluding those of six women and | i
seven children. Twenty other |
mpie were seriously wournded |

suffered minor injuries, |

Several badly wounded

people had to have or arms
thag legs

curfew was finally over, the
e burned the bodies of
relatives — those that had
not already been burnt in their
homes. They were bumed on
'I]‘h.ﬁipol where they had been

India has besn mungtuju&
ify the force's exter an
the island, amnsﬂheﬁrt

it has to ensire ﬂ:ne

ety and security of the Tamil

community. Tb¢ Sri Lankan

cabinet was meeting last H
to decide on its response to

dia's offer to pull out its
remaining 40,000 troops by
February.

HRTeTEY.
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Asia Watch criticises India

WASHINGTON, Fri. —
Asla Watch, a US human
rights monitoring group,
has charged Lthat Indian
authoritles have “appar-
ently engaged in a co-
verup” instead of in-
vestigating an alleged
massacre of clvillans and
atrocities by Indian sol-
diers In Sri earlisr
this month.

Asia Watch, & non-parti-
san privaie organisation,
yeatersdey said Indian
forces marsacred 51 fnuplu
on Aug 2 at Valvettitiurai
on the Jaffna peninsula in
an incident the Indian Gov-
ernment hus described as

uniks’ i Thas n.-u.rm

that claimed 18 civilian
lives.

Many of those killed
were made to lle face down
on the ground or stand fac-
ing a wall, and most of
those killed were shot In
the back of the head, Asia
Watch sald, guot local
ﬁm It also n a Bri-
:l’lm repnl:;éhlt indla.n sal-

lers bur to the ground
more than 100 houses, 43
shops and a library and
destrayed 43 [ishing boats
at the coastal village.

Asia Watch executive

irsctor Jones sald
it was “dee disturbing
that rather than investi-
gate the killings the Indian

28

authorities have apparent-
Iy engaged in a coverup.®

Asia Watch urged the In-
dian Government io inves-
tigate fully the killi as
well as the reported

ance of 22 detlainees,

& full public list of

those arrested and places

of detﬁminn. and “prose-

cule those res ble for

extrajudicial pmmt‘lm.

disappearances and tor-
ture.”

Asia Walch listed the
names of 46 civillans killed
‘whose bodies It aald had
been identified.

Asia Watch noted the
Valvettitiural incident fol-
lowed an ambush in which
Tamil guerillas killed six
Indian soldiers. — Reitar

Editoral m m ﬁdmﬁ 13.8.89

Amritsar.

m

India’s My Lai

OVER 50 Tamil civilians, including women and children,
appear to have been murdered in a raid on a village by Indian
troops who were originally sent to Sri Lanka to restore peace.
So India joins the melancholy list of powers which, though
democratic and based on the rule of law, have not always
?'revented a breakdown of moral restraint among their armed

orces serving abroad. It is India's My Lai. Or perhaps it is her

From Nehru onwards, India's leaders have lectured the
world about how to behave. But, it anything, this massacre is
worse than My Lai. Then American troops simply ran amok.
In the Sri Lankan village, the Indians seem to have been more
systematic; the victims being forced to lie down, and then shot
in the back. Yot India would long have had us believe that
such horrors are largely perpetrated by Western powers with
i rialist antecedents,
uch horrors occur when troops are cooped up in a situation
which looks likely to have no solution or end, and have
themselves been the victim of terrorist atrocities. Post-
colonial Indians, then, are no different from the rest of
humanity. The massacre does not mean that India's political
system is any less democratic and legally-based than did M
Lai of America's. But we await the naming by New Delhi
the Indian version of Lieutenant Calley, the American officer
in command 2t My Lai, and his punishmient.

A, Mathivarnan
IL1LT1 - 2.8.89

IPKF denied
medical personnel

accessto YVT

Amnesty Interna-
tional in a cable to
President RE. Pre-
madasa has said that
medical personnel
had been denied ac-
cess to Velvettiturai
oriod Liing of 51

4
people — including
six women and seven
ke e

on August
after six Indian sol-

m
in I.I!Ehtl.'lh by the
The cable sent by
A.l.s Secretary-
General [an Martin
adds: «The Indian
Commission in
Sl ol
t
and that they were
i, crossfire
the attack on
he IPKF patrol
Eye-witnesses deny
this, as do indepen-
dent observers on the
basis of evidence
obtained in the town.
Pt dar e
ambush Indian
troops rampaged
through the town.
They saw Indian sol-
diers burn some peo-
ple in their houses,
take others from
their homes and
shoot them in the

back after they had
been made to lie
face-down on the
ground, and line
others up against
walls and shoot
them. One man was
reportedly taken
from the temple

cess to the town
Al has also ex-
pressed “serious con-
cern™ about an
alle “death threat
the Human
lawyer Prins

The Idand 23.8.89

Al
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The Statesman, Editorial 18.5.89

AUGUST 18, 1989 Vol. CXXIII No. 257737

WAR WITHOUT HONOUR

Troucs war is always a sav- not too finnicky about the
age business, it is distressing crucial distinction between
to learn that IPKF soldiers insurgents and the civilians
reportedly went on the ram- who bour them, more 50
page in the Sri Lankan coas- when Indian soldiers are kil-
tal town of Velvettituria, and }f: in ambushes, as
killed a large number of civi- happened on August 2. It
lians. According to officials may be recalled t it was
in New Delhi and the Indian precisely because of such a
High Commission in Colom- situation that the Assam Rif-
bo, 25 civilians and five les came under a cloud jn the
LTTE militants were killed village of Oinam in the
following the ambush on an Senag?h district of Manipur
IPKF patrol in a crowded in 1987. However, while the
market, but other versions, anger of soldiers who see
including those of the Red their colleagues being killed
Cross and the UNHCR, indi- is understandable, there can
cate that the death toll be little doubt that indis-
have been as high as 70. Visit- criminate retaliation is neith-
Ning Indian.journalists have er tactically wise nor ethical-
also confirmed that the IPKF ly justifiable. It is painfully
shelled the town with gent obvious that the L is an-
ferocity and, in general, left a xious to provoke the IFKF
Kaguat 2 ana 4. Tn addiion, possibie, cynically calculat
u and 4. In ition, ible, i calculat-
there are unconfirmed re- E;nﬂthat fﬂ?s wﬂ‘l{ increase
ports that the IPKF killed 18 Tamil resentment against the
people in Point Pedro, also in “army of occupation™.
the Vaddamarachchi region,
on July 27. Nor are these iso- Tragi , the IPKF seems
lated  examples of wartime to have en into the trap,
excesses. On October 31, last its i estrange

Browing ment
year, the IPKF, with the from the local Tamil popula-
assistance of the EPRLF, tion I::_gic.rﬁamna uence of
cordoned off Velvettituria such e85Ness. b-
and arrested a large number lem assumes ﬁnwe dimen-
nfyaunﬁ_ﬁoplg.suspecudnf:ium in the light of the
being L militants. LTTE's well-oiled pro -
On January 18, after an da machinery that
IPKF foot patrol was am- succeeded in extracting con-
bushed, Indi soldiers siderable international sym-
assaulted civilians and des- pathy. It is no exaggeration
troyed extensive to say that the numerous Am-

|lprovide sanctuary and o

perty,
some 112 civilians, ﬁunﬁng
a number of elderly people,
having to be treated for in-
juries at the local govern-
ment hospital. What is worse,
there were allegations that
motivated i
revenge, or IPKF officers
led the counter-violence. The
Fru'l;:]em is both complex and
amiliar, Known for favour-
the LTTE, the Vad-
damarachchi region has
posed serious problems for
the IPKF. Not only do its re-
:td-ent.:tremfusemt: extend an,
pro-acc
Elfﬁ-‘. and its allies, m
ﬂossible assistance to the
,TTE ‘militants. Under the
circumstances, it is _hardly

surprising that the IPKF is

nesty International reports
have sullied this country's
image. But the blame lies not
with our hapless jawans who
have been sent to fight an un-
winnable war in the most try-
ing circumstances, but with
mf:ulitimm,_ Sri as
as Indian, who created
this thankless situation in the
first place, After nearly 2,000
deaths in a foreign land, the
IPKF might be entitled to ex-
pect a measure of national
gratitude. Unfortunately, the
rationale of intervention in
Sri Lanka and the absence of
a domestic consensus on the
issue have made that virtual-
?- impossible. Velvettituria,
affna and Point Pedro are
memories that India needs to
forget as soon as possible.




HERE Were

‘ ‘ l many males and
females in addi-

[ B N tion to children

inside the house. We confined ourselves in a
room. At about 2.30 pm somebody knocked at
the door of the house. The Indian Peace
Keeping soldiers who came inside the house
first shot Mr Subramaniam and ordered the
males and females 1o stand separately. They
shot the males and then shot the females. 1 fell
on the floor along with the dead and pretended
to be dead and got up after the armed forces
left. | saw my mother and brother dead, all
totalling nine people. Later 1 left for the
Madanthai Pillaiar Kovilady in search of m

brother and sister. Since curfew was clamped

could not come back. Later, on 4.8.89 at
about 2 pm curfew was relaxed. When we went
to Surveyor Subramaniam’s house, we found
the dead bodies of nine people, putrefied, with
offensive smells and could not identify them. |
identified my brother and mother from the
clothes they wore. At about 5.30 pm, with the
help of the neighbours, we cremated the dead
hudpies of these two together with other seven
dead bodies in a pit in the adjoining land.”

This is lB-y:ar—oll::‘i Rajeswatan Pushparaja's
affidavit, sworn before the temple ftri:st in his
capacity as a Justice of Peace. (I.P.)

Mr Subramaniam, in whose house Rajes-
waran and his family suu%ht refoge, was a
retired Supenntendent of Surveys and a re-
spected member of the community.

Another affidavit, signed by Arunadathy
Sivalingam, married and 49 years of age reads:

“About 1,20 I heard gunshots coming from
the direction of the junction. I also heard the
very loud noise produced by the firing of
shms. This noise went op for about 25
minutes. Then there was silence. | had cooked
our lunch and was waiting the arrival of my
husband. At about 2 pm some 1PKF soldiers
rushed into my house and started damaging all
the articles. At this time there were only two
males in the house — ‘my husband’s brother,
MNadarajah, aged 62, a retired postmaster and
my hushand’s nephew, Arudsothy, an em-
Eb‘;y:c of the Kankesanturai cement factory,

of them were shot dead by the soldiers
despite our to them that they were
honourable citizens. We even showed their
national identity cards to them."

These are just two of the many affidavits
sworn by witnesses 1o the massacre in
WVelvettiturai, a village on Sri Lanka's northern
coastline, on August 2, when the Indian Peace
Keeping Force retaliated against the killing of
six of their men in an LTTE ambush, by
gunning down over 50 defenceless civilians.

Even today, more than a month after the
incident, grief, bewilderment and a ing
ln%n' are visible. The village is cerily silent
and deserted, save for the lone cyclist riding
past the cluster of homes, shops and boutiques
reduced to rubble. Here and there you see
patches of scorched earth where the dead were
cremated, since the putrefying bodies could
not be moved. "It was the worst crime

trated against the pmlple of Velvettitur-
ai,"says a semior citizen of the village. “For
three duys, from August 2 to 4, a curfew
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IPKF atrocities on Civilians i s sss

Massacre at
Point Pedro

The recent massacre of civilians at Velvettiturai by
the IPKF is not an isolated incident. In July and
August, two other civilian massacres occurred at
nearby Point Pedro. Express Correspondent RITA
SEBASTIAN visits Velvettiturai and Point Pedro and
gives an exclusive report through eyewitness
accounts on how the peacekeepers turned into

murderers.

imposed by the IPKF prevented people from
buriing their dead. And when the curfew was
lifted, with so many of the men dead or
missing. it was women who had 1o burn the
bodies which traditionally no Hindu woman
would do.”

Susheela Devi and Mahalakshmi were
amorg the women who had to do this. We
came upon them behind the bullet-riddled gate
of one of the houses, where on thar August
morning they were widowed within minutes of
each other. The men they were married to
were brathers. Forty-year-old Mahandrarajah
was a driver, and his brother Velummylum a
labourer. Susheeladevi weeps as she tells you
her story:

""When the soldiers came into the compound
they fired at the house, set fire to the car and
then came into the kitchen, into which we had
all run. As one of the soldiers pulled my
husband into the yard, his mother and 1 held
on to his hands and tried to drag him back,
pleading with the soldier to let him go. The
soldier just didn't heed our rflu:as. and pushing
us aside shot my husband dead. They did the
same to Vellummylum. We pleaded. we beg-
ged on our knees, even my 75-year-old
mother-in-law Valliammal did s0." Valliam-
mal was injured in the shooting because she
refused to let go her sons. She is now in
hospital.

In a neighbouring house, five sisters wateh-
ed their 3l-year-old brother, Nadarajah
Ravindran, being brutally gunned down.

Fourteen-year-old Umadevi was witness 1o
yet another scene of horror:

“The IPKF soldiers ordered the men to

kneel down and opened fire. Four died on the

t and four were seriously wounded.” The

ied bloodstains in the shed outside are the
only evidence of the killings.

As we walk down the sandy lanes of
Velvettiturai, now largely deserted since
almost half of its population has fled to
neighbouring villages, we meet Leela Sound-
arajah. When she heard the firing she and her
five children jumped over the wall and 5&;%21
refuge in a home further down the lane. 1
she returned to when the shooting was over
was the burnt down shell of her house. A few
yards away, the documents and money in the
safe of the Rural Bank had been burnt to
cinders.

Al the home of Sabaratnam Selvendra, a
chartered accountant whe fled Colombo after
the July 1983 communal riots and went to live
in his ancestral home in Velventituvai, where
he took over the chairmanship of the Citizens'
Committee, we see documented evidence of
what really happened in Velvettiturai, that
Q;‘f‘" day: Fifty-two bodies have been identi-

» 12 persons are still on the missing list and
presumed dead, 43 injured, 122 houses and 45
shops burnt, ten cars, 50 bicycles, 175 fishing
nets and fishing gear destroyed.

The Velvernturai Citizens' Committee is
one of the very few Citizens’ Committees
functioning in " the Northern Peninsula,
although its membership has come down from
the original cleven to three.

“In the last three to four months there were
no incidents in the area,” says Mr Selvendra,
~'one of the reasans being that with the village
identified as the home of LTTE, no rival
frm; s have been operating.” However, seven
PKF camps ring the village like a noose, and
that fateful day. after the LTTE ambuch of
the IPKF patrol, the noose tightened with
reinforcements arriving. Once the IPKF re-
prisals began there was no escape for the
villagers.



*The crossfire syndrome has become the
mvenient excuse for civilian casualties, but in
is case it wasn't 50.” says a village- elder.
“As the firing started people in the streets
wshed intothe buildings and nobody waskilled
- that time. It was later, when the reinforce-
ients arrived, that the enraged soldiers drag-
xd people out of the buildings in which they
ad sought refuge and shot them dead. Young
ien who were almodt a kilometer away from
1 scene of incident were dragged into the
rea and were seen being rolled on the ground
ith the soldiers kicking them with their boots
nd hitting them with their rifle butts.”
“They poured something on the walls of the
suses before setting them on fire.” says a
stired government servant, in whose house
vo rooms were completely burnt down. With
1 help of neighbours, he managed to salvage

art of his house.

ivamoneydevi Thalayasingham lost two of
er sons that day, Twenty-one-year-old Siva-
umar and 18-year-old Jeyamohan were at the
illage cinema hall, from where th:{l were
ragged out and taken by the IPKF. she told
ie. They were among ople who were
etained that first day. Only seven of them
sturned to tell their rerrible tale - the rest
erc doused with petrol and burnt.

66 T

HE IPKF soldiers
ined up the men and
vomen separately. They
shot the males first,then
he females. I fell on the
loor pretending to be
lead.”

cent civilians, In recent weeks, two

other such masiacres took place - on
ily 26 and on August 21. We go down 1o
oint Pedro, seven miles away. We travel the
ime way as we did on most of our journey.
voiding the main roads and IPKF sentry
oints, and taking bylanes and tracks no more
wan dirt roads. Most of the time, we are
sided by some helpful villager who rides
head of us on his bicycle.

At the base hospital in Point Pedro we are
15t tn time 1o see Dr. John Louis, anaesthet-
t. and Dr. Richard Casey, surgeon, of the
rench team, finish their operations for the
1orning.

Since July 10, they tell us, they have handled
D gunshot cases. “Things are geiting worse,
ot better,” says Dr is. On .uly. 25,
sllowing the killing of an Indian soldier in an
TTE ambush in the area, 13 people were
yund dead within a radius of one mile. “Two
r three were killed in their homes, others on
1e road, old men and young men.”

The most recent incident was on August 21 -
ignificantly, the day after the visit of the 5
ankan Minister of Foreign Affairs and De-

ELVETTITURAI is not an isolated
V incident of IPKF atrocities on inno-

FETEE .
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fence, Ranjan Wijeratne 1o Velvettituraion a
fact-finding mission. A visit described by the
citizens of Velvettiturai as & non-event as far
they were concerned. Their attempts to meet
the minister were very cleverly prevented by
the IPKF top brass. Even Citizens' Committee
President Selvendra managed to meet him b
virtually forcing his way through an ll"l(lg
cordon. * The Indians flew him in and flew
him out, and there was nothing we could do
and our voices were never heard.”

[t was after the minister left, and the saldiers
from the Point Pedro camp who had provided
security for the minister at Velvettiturai were
returning to their home bases, that a third
“massacre” took place.

Nobody seems certain what tri
but the general feeling is that an Indian soldier
had been fired upon by the LTTE, which sent
the IPKF on the rampage again.

The death toll this time was 13, although
only 11 bodies ended up at the Point Pedro
base hospital,

Arcund 6.30 on the morning of August 21,
the IPKF wisited the home of 65-year-old
Murugar Sinnathurai, a retired government
servant. He was drawing water at the well
when the IPKF surrounded the house, threw
gI::nades and shot at random at the walls and
the roof of the house, say his wife and
daughter. Then, they pushed him into the
compound. While his family pleaded with the
soldiers and Sinnathurai himself be them
to let him go, a soldier shouted “fire” and
another fired. “The bullets went through his
heart,” sobs his wife as she shows us where he
fell dead. In a nearby rubbish dump the
bloodstained lungi he wore that morming is all
that remans of the man.

About a mile away, we watch the last
funcral ceremonies for 19-year-old Arula-
natham Sudharan, cremated the day before.
His mother is too distraught to talk w us. 1t is
his father who takes me into his son’s bed-
room, his study, throws open his cupboard,
points to his books and his notes. and asks me.
“Dio you call him a Tiger? My son was at his
85-year-old grandfather’s for the night and had
just wheeled his bicycle out onto the road to
return home when the Indian soldiers return-
ing to their camp dragged him away and shot
him dead just a short distance away,”™ He had
four bullet wounds, two in the heart and two
on his thighs, says a visitor to the house.

We drive on 1o another house, where
anather family mourns their dead. A father, a
son and a brother-in-law shot dead while their
wives looked on. “We have had nothing to do
with any kind of militancy, and they shoot

red it off,

us down like dogs," says a man in the house.,

“Not even the photographs of India's great
leaders like Gandhi and Nehru and Subhash
Chandra Bose, hanging on the walls of the
homes here deter them.”

Driving back to town in the late evening, |
remember whal an Indian army captain said to
me some months back about army excesses:
“When a soldier is slapped by a man and he
cannot find the man who slapped him, he slaps
any man who looks like him.” And that was
what the IPKF massacre of innocent civilians
at Velvertirurai and Point Pedro was all about.

THE HINDU

23 killed in

IPKF-LTTE
encounters

COLOMBO, Aug. 2.
Twerky-threepeople, including o bien
Peace-Keeping soldiers, were killed in ex-
change of fire between Tamil militants and the
Wl:‘msfmim‘].q:‘u in Sri Lnrlgn. a Gov-
available immediately. . i

‘LTTE using
human shield’

From K. K. Katyal

MEW DELHI, Aug, 12

Official sources here today denied that the Indian

ng Force's action in Velvettiturai on
by echildipecpon gt o ek
reports to thi as part ‘s ign to
malign New Delhi. A similar denial came from an tﬂl‘m
Hnﬂhﬁumiﬂm in Sri Lanka.

human Shai! ischniaus B Dioered the ot the
; n shield' i t tri inc the
mmmﬁmmmmuh
dian soldiers, walking through a crowded locality of the
mmﬁmdupmﬁmarmf‘tnpb&: activ-
ists. The soldiers returned the fire and
continued after they were reinforced by the two
toons of 40, The LTTE activists used
grenades and automatic weapons and the hars two
inch mortars and heavy weapons,

Six IPKF men were killed and ancther 30 persons
died in the cross-fire. Five of them with cyanide pills in
their mouth were identified as LTTE activists and eight
as their sympathisers,

The loss of lives, it was explained. was the result of
the LTTE's plan to choose a busy area for an attack on
the IPIF, in callous disregard for civilians,

What ha later was bizarre too. An EROS
member, lained to the IPKF com-

he had been coerced by the LTTE to file the complaint
and that he was not aware of the factual position.

The LTTE, it was suspected, planned to pass on the
video pictures of a 1987 massacre as thosa of the re-
Eﬂr:imidﬁﬂ to “substantiate” its charge against the

According to Eelam Revolutionary
Organisation leader V. Balakumaran 70
civilians, who were identified, have
been killed and thousands of
have become refugees in Velvettiturai,
which hal visited Many people are
missing “| went there Things are too
horrible,” he said. 18 -

Froniline, August 18-Septembaer 1, 1688
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EDITORIAL TAMIL VOICE INTERNATIONAL

INDIA’S WAR CRIMES

How long will the world watch with folded arms and permit India to brazenly
commit the most horrible of crimes against humanity? The My Lai massacre pales
into insignificance in the context of India's operations against innocent civilians in
Tamil Eelam. Not only do Indian Peace Keepers loot, plunder, rape and kill but
they have begun to raze Tamil towns to the ground. Chris Nuttall, The Guardian’s
correspondent in Colombo, recently reported that Indian peacekeepers “had gone
on the rampage and massacred 51 Tamil civilians in the worst atrocity of the two
year occupation of the north and east of Sri Lanka". The Indians, according to
Chris Nuttall, had attempted “to cover up the incident”, Indian troops had tried to
raze the town of Valvettiturai, “reporters were not allowed past roadblocks and
even doctors were barred from the area”. Victims, the reporter stated, including
“women, children and the elderly, were either burned to death in their homes, lined
up against walls and shot, or made to lie face down on the ground where they were
shot in the back.”

The world has, to cur amazement, remained stonily silent while these cruel and
inhuman deeds have been perpetrated against the most innocent of people, women,
children and the elderly. Is it not time that the world woke up to the fact that in the
Indian war machine there is evidence, increasingly growing evidence, of a Nazi-
type operation? This savage and barbaric war machine will soon make its pres-
ence felt against the peoples of Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, not to mention the
peoples within India itself who are fighting for their human rights. We caution the
world that if steps are not taken to halt the Indian juggernaut now, the states of
South Asia and even beyond will pay the price that the states of Europe paid as a
result of permitting Hitler, Himmler, Goering and their kind, of whom there are a
plenty among India's warmongers and army officers, to continue their villainy
until it was too late.

Today the commander of the so-called IPKF, General Kalkat, faces the tribunal
of world opinion for war crimes as dreadful as those of General Yahya Khan in
Bangladesh, the General of the Nazi wat machine, the General of the Tianmen
massacre and of General Dwyer when he ordered the massacre at the Jallianwalla
Bag in Amritsar. We are truly shocked that the independent profession of journal-
ists in India has still not raised its voice against these most heinous and calculated
of atrocities. Why such Goebbelsian cynicism in the face of evil that will in the
end strike the Indian peoples themselves? The same General Kalkat will kill,
plunder and raze Indian towns and peoples to carry out the behest of today’s
modern day equivalent of the Nazis in New Delhi.

To muddy the waters further, India interferes with impunity in the affairs of its
neighbours. Nepal-bashing has become the favourite pastime of the South Block
wallahs. And they are equally competent as castrators of Sri Lanka's sovereignty.
President Premadasa's government’s wishes are ignored, wishes that frantically
seek to restore normaley even in certain parts of the war-torn island. Instead,
Indian army instructors are busy training Tamil boys of 11 and above conscripted
to serve as unwilling soldiers of India's puppet-installed EPRLF government.
President Premadasa is deprived of any jurisdiction over the Indian-occupied parts
of the island. The hapless President as a consequence is unable to requite either
his JVP enemies or satisfy the LTTE negotiators. TVI feels that the time has
arrived for India’s role as a disturber of the peace, as the blatant violator of human
rights and the offender in war crimes, and above all the systematic distorter of the
truth, to be investigated and reported upon by an impartial body of international in-

vestigators. Delay will be fatal. It is now or never.

Ty

Weidnssday 23rd August, 1988

Peace keeper
as Aggressor

he escalating violence in the
rest of the country might di*
vert attention from the fresh
upsurge of violence in the northern
and eastern provinces as the
ludicrously-named Indian Peace
ing Force is locked in what it
tless considers a final
against the LTTE. It is not di
to understand India's position though
one can hardly command any sym-
mfar it. Incensed by the Sd
Government's success in get-
ting the LTTE to come for talks and
driven to desperation by Sri Lanka’s
insistence that the IPKF must quit
fast New Delhi has begun a fresh
tiger-hunt.

The result is such massacres as
the one at Velvettiturai where the
IPKF went berserk killing over 70
civilians is a shameful excess which
would have drawn horrified howls
of righteous rage from the brahmins
of Delhi if it had been perpetrated
for example by the Sri Lanka Army.
The massacre of the innocents in
the native village of LTTE chief
Prabhakaran (could there have
been an unconscious association
there in the collective Indian milit-
ary mind?) was so horrendous that
even the Amnesty International has
been provoked to protest.

It was not so ago that the
Sri Lanka Army was being accused
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