


Historical books reflect social and political implication of a period, and the emotions of the people - 
often the suffrage and horrifying memories of that era.   They are often written mainly to fulfill one 
social duty: pass the stories to the next generation. Remembrance is not just a social etiquette, its a 
need for a thriving society, to rise, to mark the identity of the group of people, but more than that, to 
heal the wounds that squander the hearts of victims for decades, if not centuries. 

Before I republish the book which I wrote in 1989, I questioned myself whether such republication is 
necessary. As much as I thought, I was convinced to do so due to the following reasons. 

1. As I mentioned above, informing the next generation of the massacre is not only an important
role of a journalist but the duty of a responsible citizen. As a considerable number of books were
already written on the massacre on Tamils, this book is unique for the time it was written, the
testimonies it bears, and of a different offender: not the Sri Lankan, but the Indian military in the
village of Valvertithurai.

2. This book is not a fiction, but a collection of affidavits, evidence of the massacre occurred against
the Tamils in August 1989, and that record should be shared among all Tamils for documentation.

3. I believe, a good book has the power to start up a conversation, and eventually root for a
policymaking/policy change. As Tamils, we voice louder against the massacre and the ethnic
cleansing in Sri Lanka and in doing so, I believe it is essential to start that conversation from the
earliest, the 1990s and the fact that the Indian Army was a part of such massacre.

4. The fact that former Defense Minister of India recognized that massacre must be kept in record, as
the book itself carries the forward written by George Fernandes. It is my hope that India will offer
an apology for the brutal murders it conducted during its regime invasion in the Northern part
of Sri Lanka one day, likewise in April 2019 Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Teresa May
offered to the Indians for British brutality during colonization.

5. In future, if any of a student would hope to research the massacre of Tamils in Sri Lanka, I
understand that while there are plenty of secondary resources, there are not enough primary
resources. In that case, I hope this book will partially fill that vacuum, as it provides affidavits of the
massacre that occurred in 1989.

These were the reasons that pushed me to republish this book. I hope, this book will be a valuable 
part in the discussion of the Tamil genocide, and that’s how we will be in solidarity in bringing up our 
stories to the next generation. 

Valvai N Anantharaj 
05.05.2019

FORWARD....
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