Is peace near at hand in Sr Lanka? ls a
political settiement in sight? Or will the
armed conflict in the Tamil areas con-
tinue? What wil come out of the
Colombo tatks? How wili the militants in-
volve themseives in an India-promoted
follow-up? ls Eelam negotiabie? In this ex-
tended tape-recorded interview with N.
Ram of THE HINDU, the leadsr of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam ALTTD,
Mr. Velupillai Prabakaran responds to
these questions and aiso soms on ths
ideology, strategy and tactics of his or-
ganisation and on his own politica! evolu-
tion. Mr. Prabakaran's responses in
Tamil have been transiated; the interview
is being published in two parts.

N. Ram: Mr. Prabakaran, how do you
characterise the situation on the ground in
the Tamil areas of Sri Lanka, in terms of mili-
tary activity and in terms of the problems
people face? What is the nature of the crisis?

V. Prabakaran: Our land is a militarily oc-
cupied, besieged territory. When you look
at our territory, big military camps have
been set up even in small areas. (To his
aides: let's use the map now. that's import-
ant). There are certain specific areas where
there is a big military concentration. Even
togay the armv shot dead five defenceless
Tamil civilians in Batticaloa district. It's a
situation where civillans cannot be up and
about in safety. The people there live in fear
of being gunned down by the troops at any
time as they move about on the streets.

Q: Reports based on visits by foreign cor-
respondents and other observers to the
Tamil areas make the point that the LTTE s
extremely powerful in the North, particulari
in the Ja%r\a peninsula ... and that you virtuaK
ly run the administration there. Would that
be an exaggeration?

A: There is a certain amount of truth in
this. We can describe the Jaffna peninsula
as being under our comprehensive controt.
in addition, Mannar and Kiiinochchi districts
can be said, to a certain extent, to be tur-
ning into our secure areas. We are also in-
creasing our activity and strengthening our-
seives in the East—in Trincomalee. Mutur.
Batticaica, Amparai...

Q: Now. oroadly. speaking, how wouid
you describe the position and influence of
the other militant organisations? How do
they stand in reiation to your activity in the
Tamil areas? And. on the other hand. in reia-
tion to the army?

No semblance of civil society

A: As for the army, there are no signs or
‘rappings of civil administration there. This
‘s the condition that has evoivea. There s
Aot even a semblance of civil society.
People can't iive peacefully in their homes.
At any moment, their houses couid come
under attack, at any moment the amy could
surround ther villages and shoot them
down. No genuine enquiry is ordered into
such incidents. So long as there is no en-
quiry into atrocities, we can't describe the
admunistration as normal, can we? As far as
the (militant) organisations are concerned,
even as we are waging an armed struggie in
this larger terntory. the other organisatiQns
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are waging a fight in particular small areas.
In general, what is the situation of the (milit-
ant organisations? They function as a milit-
ary wing to protect the people, as peopie’s
self-defence armed contingents. The state's
army functions there as a racist, destructive
military force: we carry on as a national
people’s army for the liberation of the Tamil
people. One important Epoint here. This situa-
tion prevails in the Eastem province—of
the army directly going on a rampage again-
st the people and the (militant) organisations
fighting to protect the people. for the
North, and especially in the Jaffna penin-
sula, we can claim to have fully stopped
their military activities of this type. They are
unable to break out. They are confined to
their camps and, using small artiilery and
also aircraft to bomb from the air, they hit at
innocent civilians. But they are unable to
come out and carry on their atrocities again-
st the people in a direct fashion. in the Nor-
thern province, the army has been bottled
up and kept under our control.

Supplies choked

: How would you characterise the
morale of the Sri Lankan armed forces and
their approach to the whole question? If
they are an army of occupation and if in the
North they are {mtﬂed up. how would you
characterise their mental state?

A: If you look at the reality, they are in an
agitated. disturbed state of mind. In certain
places,- somma .\5r8 have sent us
messages through the citizens' committees.
In places such as Thondamanaru, they have
requested us not to obstruct their water sup-
ply. Likewise, in Jaffna our organisers and
they have communicated over the wiraless.
Our organisers asked them. ‘What is it that
you want? ‘The army officials said: ‘We
want two lomryloads of firewood pius some
mangoes . They have been affected to that
extent. on account of the choking of suppl-
ies. Our peopie allowed them one lorryload
of firewood ...

Q: And mangoes?

A: (Laughs) In reality, the army is in a dif-
ficuit situation there. Since the supply of es-
sential commodities has been controlled,
they are attempting to reach some kind of
understanding with us on this matter.

Q: In May. there was a major military of-
fensive in the course of which the armed for-
ces came out in the North and the Sri
Lankan state resorted to the extreme step of
bombing its own people in Jaffna. What. in
your opinion, came of it?7 2id it succeed in
intimidating the people? Did it convey any
message to you? Or do you consider it. in
military terms, a disastrous adventure?

A: It appeared to be an operation design-
2d to weaken us—it took piace before an
:ntended new round of taiks—and then to
approach us for taiks. N
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Q: It was soon after the Chidambaram mis-
sion to Colombo ...

A: Yes. What was important was the stra-
tegy: the troops were simuitaneously to
issue out of the Elephant Pass and the milit-
ary camps that we had placed under siege.
The calculation was that we would be trap-
ped as the army advanced in mass from se-
veral directions. The Government reasoned
that as the army advanced from all sides.
we could not cope with this and would not
be able to fight it in several places: and we
would be forced to withdraw from some
areas. In other words, they would force a
change in a situation where they could not
advance. They would move forward some
way, establish a few camps in those areas,
establish supply lines between these camps
and the existing ones, and thus keep moving
up. There was another element in the plan.
Even as they launched this offensive by
land, they would attack from the sea
using landing craft, would land tr in &ur
territory. (We have video footage of this epi-
sode.) Simuitaneously, there would be aerial
bombardment. They conducted it as a com-
bined operation Involving the three com-
ponents of the armed forces.

All-out fight

Howaever, to an extent, we came to know
of this pian beforehand. We knew of the
fresh deployment of weapons, the additional
preparations and military movements, includ-
ing in the_sea. We understood that they
were going to launch a major offensive. We
mobilised accordingly. We armed and pre-
pared ourselves more or less for a civil war.
We prepared the people for this crisis. We
taught them how to dig trenches for pro-
tecting themselves against aerial bombing
and aiso other measures of civil defence.
We were determined to demonstrate our re-
sistance, our fight in an all-out. foolhardy
way. Whatever be the number of fighters
we lost. we would not give in—that was
our decision. That is why our comrades en-
gaged fiercely with the troops on ali sides.
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Nobody retreated anywhere in the face of
this offensive. The result was that we :ost
nine fighters during this campaign. Significan-
tly, as we attacked concertedly even as they
tried to break out of their fortifiec cemps.
they scattered. When the soidiers came out
of the Kilinochchi camp. we attacked them
at a place called Paliai. They tried to bring in
reinforcements from the Elephant Pass. put
we cut them off. What was notabie was the
enthusiastic attitude and state of mind of our
people. Seeing our determined resistance
and - counterattacks. the people increased
their support to us during this period.

: It appears that this brought about vir-
wally a qualitative change so far as the
LTTE was concerned, in that your capability
was demonstrated and your image certainly
received 8 boost.. . s

A: Yes, the experience left a8 deep impact
on the people. LTTE-TELO clashes had
just ended. As we had fought TELO and
wiped it out, the Sri Lanken government
thought we had been exhausted and weak-
ened. It stepped up its effort against us. In
that kind of situation, since we were able to
repulse the army and emerge victorious. the
people's confidence in us as the organisa-
tion involved most determinedly in the fight
for their liberation deepened. After that ex-
perience, we have received more support
than before from our people.

¢ Can you foresee in broad terms what
the Sri Lankan Government's strategy might
be? What will be its attitude and aviour
over the next four to six weeks, considering
that substantive talks have been conducted
in Colombo and there is a feeling that things
are moving politically?

A new offensive?

A: Even as the talks began-(between the
TULF and the Sri Lankan Government in
July), we received information suggesting
that the armed forces were preparing for a
renewal of the earlier offensive. We learnt
that arms from Pakistan had arrived secretly
for the Sri Lankan soldiers trained in Pakis-
tan. Besides, we gathered that some foreign
military advisers had been- brought in.
Gunboets from Chine had also arrived.
What we assume or deduce I8 that in order
to hide their defeat in the last offensive. the:
may with the help of foreign military adv
visers launch a massive offensive against us
in the near future. The evidence is not yet de-
finitive, but this is our assumption.

Q: If we could now turn to the Colombo
talks and the talking process ... what is your
assessment of the negotiations between the
TULF and the Sri Lankan Government?
What do you think will be its likely outcome?

A: Our view is that the talks have not
acquired a proper shape. From the available
information, we learn that even among those
who went for the talks. no clear. definite posi-
tion has emerged. it does not appear that a
concrete framework hes taken shape. Our
assessment is that their effort is still to sea-
rch for a framework.

Q: According to a newspaper report. a re-
ference was made by one of the TULF lead-
ers 1o ~he difficulty of trying to find a black
cat in 8 dark room ...

A: “hey should be asked that question.
They don't have an outiine. When you refer
to “homneland”. what is our homeland? What
must one talk about? About prov.nces and
provincial councils? Or do we contempiate
powers for ourselves above that level? They
don't seem to have any plan on tnese mat-

ters
?. Earlier, you had discussions with the
TULF relating to the negotiating process
You were reported to have assurer the Gov-
ernment of India that you would not do any-
Lthung 10 scuttie the process. Vwhen has hap-
pened to change this situation.

" A: I was the good intention of not wan-
ting tc be an obstacie to the talks promoted
by Inc a that made us avoid expressing any

opinicn on the TULF going into tne taiks A
the seme time, the TULF ieaners camc anc
briefed us on what had gone on in the taixs
(in the first round). then went to Dein: for co-
sultattons but upon the:r returr wer! ¢
Colombo without any deliberation witn us
Whiie talking to us. they hac mage it cleer
that they could not come to any concrete
conciusion. As @ result of tnese consuite-
tions between the TULF and the LTTE. con-
fusion arose in the minds ©f our people. The
doubt was whethe: we were prwvy to these
talks congucted by the TUL® in 2 siuatior
where tnay were talking (¢ tne S Lanka~
Government in an unplannec wav. we werc
obhged tc remove the confuston = the
minds of our peopie by maxing pubiic the re
lationship between the TULF and the LTTE
and by exposing tne TULF in tne poputer
arena. We were put in a situatior of naving
to expose before our peopie the roe the
TULF was piaying in these taiks.

. Generally, at a political ievel in Ind:
and perhaps abroad aiso. there is the ex
pectation that the miiitant orgamnisations w.
be invoived In the negotating process as ¢
follow-up to the Colombo talks. We beueve
that the indian External Affairs Minister, M-
Shiv Shanker, has asked you to Qive the
“process’ a chance. But the "content’ or out
come will be put to you and you are free tc
accept or reject it. Wnat is likely to be the
follow-up and, specifically. your response’

A: In the main. the LTTE is of the view tha:
we must. in conjunction with other (militant’
organisations. forge a common view or con-
sensus on what further action could be
taken in this matter. But there is a problem
From what one gathers from newspaper re-
m. those who went to talk are in a con-

state. They have not really discussec
anythng of consequence. They have not
reac any kind of conciusion on issues
like land or any of the other important mat-
ters. Does it not appear meaningless then?
Those who went to talk could not come tc
fany specific conciusicr and remain quite con.

Q: We learn that earlier. and perhaps
even now. you let the Government of India
understand that you were not afraid to talk
that i1 principle you were not opposed to
talking on these issues—provided the Gov-
emmant of india was involved in a substan-
tive way. Would that be correct?

“Fundamental question™

A: At the time of Thimpu, we sgaid that.
yes. But we wish 10 emphasise another
point also. The imporwant thing is not that
the indian Governme: : emphasises to us the
need for talks in antrcipation of what Mr.
Jayewardene will offer us! There must be ©
reasonable situation. Mr. Jayewardene mus:
be brought round to talking on the basis of
what the Tamil people need essentially. Let
me be concrete. As far as | am aware, the
issue of the North and East is a fundamenta!
question. If he (Mr. Jayewardene) rules that
issue out of the agenda and invites the TULF
to talk. then can you describe such talks as
mean:ngful? Instead of considering what Mr.
Jayewardene "has »n mind” for us and “is
willing” to offer us, the indian Governmen:
must attempt to find a basis acceptable to
both sides. Our view is that only that would
be purposeful.

You see. | have discussed this with you
before On cenain matiers, it would be helig -
tul it the Government of India came out
openly ... came to a clear determination. For
example, they (the TULF leaders) have not
come to a conclusion even on land. Even on
iaw and order, there is controversy or dis-
cord .. Or you may put it this way. Mr.
Jayewardene is trying to take us to a corner
and, holding a paltry package i his hand.
pull a fast one over all of us. Mr. Jayewar-
dene does not appear to be engaged in seri-
ous talks on the Tamil question.

Q: If we look at the whole process of talks
after the anti-Tamil pogrom of July-August

1983. various things have happenes 0" the
one hang. a! the Tamr crgan'sations remair
A east forman crmesen ty Een On tne
other Nand, the INgign overniment NAas pur-
sued censin directions. For exampre. An-
nexure C—substantia® gevowsuer 0O
power  autonomy 1 pTOvINCi2. COuncHs
{(whicr would be cares regiona: councis’
and so on. There nas aisc Deen ta = cenera-
iy, DUt Not N tNs toru™ . @D0LT B 1eJ97a SOiu-
to~ Tne TULF acluasy Dt '0'wa's 3 fege-
ra aternauve n Decemper '8 On tne othe-
s:ge the S Lanxan Governmen: insisted on
ofiering mucr less =~ tne A Paty Confer-
ence o' 1984 and even subsequentiy aespite
tne rejection Of tris cer. Tnere nas been a
io: of swinging bacx anc tortn o7 tnese is-
sues. Do you take the comm:men: t0 Eelam
as 2 serious poitca croposition for the
Tam.! sige—not jus' speaxing for yourse!
or the _TTE? Or '« © 2 pergaining Dos:tion.
meaning yOu wO™ t gwe this up untii an alter-
native—z  1@8se°  pehuta  Proposiion—
would come on the agenge” Do you ser:ous:
ly beileve tha: tne struggie for Tamii Eelam
car be waged or ¢ poilca. front under the
present crcurrstances and seemng the Dosi-
tion taken py ingd.a”?

“Backward-looking mode"

A: Centainly. ¥ you 100 gt our historca:
packground. ou- experience of struggle
over 30 vears c©r so has brought us in-
escapably 1o this getermineton Tregfore
we consider that onlv Tam:t Eelarr can'be a
secure outcome for us and there can te no
alternative to this. The demands rave: evolv-
ed in stages. ir 1361, our people in their
struggle for a federal set-up conducted a sa-
tyagraha that brought the administration to
a standstill. in 1961 itself. the demand for a
federal soiution was snarp and intense.
What is taking place today seems (aughs
ironically) ... @ backward-looking process. It
is below the ievel of the content reached in
the Banda-Chelva Pact of 1957! It is below
the ievel of a federal soiution. We are talk-
ing today of the province, the provinciai coun-
cil. It you look at it critically. so far as Mr.
Jayewardene is concerned he has ap-
proached it in a backward-looking mode ...
he has begun the talks placing such aspects
on offer. In 1961 there was much enthusiasm
among the Tamil people for a federal solu-
tion to their probiem. After that there was a
prolonged experience for us of iosses and
hardships and crises. of our leaders placing
faith time and again in racist Sinhala politici-
ans and being cheated in the bargain.

Look at the recent experience invoiving
the positions of Mr. Jayewardene and Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike. Even as the talks
are confined to the framework of the provin-
cial council. she is demonstrating her op-
position to the proposal—Sirmavo and
some other opposition parties Those who
have supporied the Temiis to an extent.
those like Mr. Vijay Kumaranatunga. heve
bombs huried at them on the podium. So
long as a racist. chauvinistic context pre-
vails there, we are left with no alternative
but to seek to establish our own state in our
traditional homeland. if an alternative to this
can be pointed out either by M:. Jayewar-
dene or by the Government of India. then
we will put it before our people: and only ¥
our people approve it can we ccnsider char-

ing our stand even to an extent. But thus
ar. nothing has happened to make us think
along those lines.

What have we w:nessea recentiy? Only
racist and chauvinistic opposition. Racism
and chauvinism have forged ahead of poli-
tics there! And the pattern :s this: when it
looks as if a political soiution might emerge.
racist upheavals occur This has been our
experience from 1958

To be concluded
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How do the Tamil militants view the Sri
Lankan Government and the rest of the
Sinhala political spectrum? What is the
ideoiogical and political orientation of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam?
What is its strategic plan? What about
its methods and tactics and the charge
of ruthlessness? What early influences
shaped the personal political evolution
and thinking of its top leader? in this con-
cluding part of an extended ta

od interview in Madras with N. Ram of
THE HINDU, Mr. V. Prabakaran. the LTTE
leader, responds to these questions in de-
tail. His responses in Tamil have been tran-
slated.

N - Ram: May | ask you for your opinion
of Sinhala politicians—the govern-
men: party and the opposition parties. Are
there any significant non-chauvinistic or
anti-chauvinistic, progressive forces in Sri
Lankan politcs? How do you view the politi-
cal spectrum on the other side?

V. Prabakaran: Let's consider the ionger
term experience. Among the Sinhala parties,
the UNP and the SLFP have been around
for the whole period. Neither has been inter-
ested in solving our problem in any way.One
could even say this struggle started during
the Prime Ministership of Sirimavo Ban-
daranaike. 1972 saw the sharpening of the
b ™ilitant struggle. In that year. our basic
.ghts were snatched away and a new con-
stitution was instituted. The Republican Con-
stitution took away the status of Tamil as an
official minority language. In other words,
what existed in the old constitution as a limi-
ted right for us was robbed through con-
stitutional change. Those responsible for
that included Mr. Colvin R. De Silva of the
Lanka Sama Samaj Party, a “leftist”. At that
time. Mrs. Bandaranaike's united front in-
cluded. apart from him, Mr. Peter Keuneman
of the Communist Party—it was a united
front government.

With even leftists with progressive ideas
taking away our basic rights through con-
stitutiona! change. our struggle intensified
and acquired a sharp edge. It is important to
reiterate this: our struggle sharpened in op-
position to the new Republican Constitution
of 1972 Piease remember that the person
who wrote much of the new Constitution
was Mr. Colvin R. De Silva. Existing rights
were done away with. The Tamil representati-
ves walked out of Parliament in opposition,
/slgned it were recognised by our peopie as

itors.

Supporters smothered

But let's take a very recent example. Mr.
Vijay Kumaranatunga, the leader of a leftist
party. the SLMP, is not able to spesak freel
on his own party platform. Bombs are hurl-
ed at him. This shows that no Sinhala party
expressing support to the Tamils in any way
can flourish there. This is why we say cir-
cumstances do not permit us the luxury of
trusting Sinhala politicians! If there is a ra-
tional voice, it is a small tendency. Those
who voice support for us are in a miniscule
minority and they are being smothered.

Q: Do you regard the posture of the
Jayewardene Government, and the various
elements in it. as a response necessitated by
2_difficult situation—the blows they have
taken. the adverse economic impact. the re-
sistance by the LTTE and others and the inter-
nationa! criticism of the government's hand-
ling of the Tamil question? Has all this
brought them to & stage where they seem
keen on a political solution? Or do you see
it as part of some other plan?

A: One should see it as a posture tailored
mainly to the external world. Which is to

a situation of having to demonstrate to the
outside world that he is a lover of peace. Or.

refused to sign it. Those few Tamils who

say, at a tme of preparing internally for war, -
he (Mr. Jayewardene) has been pushed into .

aiternativeiy. that ne 1s one who strives for
peace put hinding tha: not possidie, has tc
"esort 1o war. He is trying to varmish the
oath of racist-chauvinistic gestruction he i
going to pursue. His recent pronouncements
aive a ciue to this: "i wili mobiuse all heaitny
(Sinhaia> peopie to wage war {(or the
Tamiis). | will iead tnose ranks.” These state
ments do not reveal him as a peace-iover

Another aspect 1s to tell the aid-giving coun-
ties: 'l tried my best to soive the crisis but it
was not possible. That is why | have to de-
clare war. and to receive further assist-
ance. He shows himself 1o this forum as
being extremely enthusiastic about a politi-
ca' soiution despite repeated setbacks and
rebuffs. As one who is not put of by
faiures. internally. of course. he does not
offer anything substantive: he is st re-
volving his offer around tre idea of provin.
Cid: COuUNCHs. -

Jayewardene's strategy

Thirdly, and this is crucial. his strateg
has to ceai with the Government of india. %
ne can make the Indian Government repose
faith in him, i be can make it believe in these
paltry concessions and win_its approvai. if
he can create misundefSianding between
the indian Government and the militants.
then he can disarm us and destroy us. This
is his line of thinking. in fact. he has asked
India publicly to help him push through
these proposals and aiso to help him impie-
ment them.

Q: One last area. | would like to ask you a
few questions on your ideological outlook
and politics. Various things have been said
and written about you and the LTTE. and
obviously everyone goes through some
kind of political evolution. t would like to get
an insight into how you see yourself. your
political evoiution and ideology. over time,
To start with, how would you characterise
the ideoiogy of the LTTE?

A: Socialism and Tamil Felam form our
poiitical ideoiogy, our cause.

Q: When journalists or external observers
Uy to interpret the Tamil militant
phenomenon. they characterise some of the
organisations as “nationalist” in orientation
or perspective and some others as “social-
ist” or Left. For example, they would say the
LTTE (and earlier TELO) came to the strug-

le_from a ‘“nationalist” angle whereas

OS and EPRLF brought a somewhat dif-
ferent outlook with an emphasis on social-
ism or left-oriented politics. Would you like
to comment on this differentiation?

A: To me the activities of ali the (militant)
organisations look the same. What is the dif-
ference in the practice of those who are
supposed to be committed to “nationalism"”
and those who profess the other thin
(laughten? You know that brands of social.
Ism vary according to who professes and in-
terprets it. Everyone claims to be a socialist.
Does not Mr. Jayewardene claim this label
for himself? You can judge the product only
when those who profess socialism put it into
practice. We advocate a socialism that fully
reflects our people's interests and aspira-
tions, a socialism that harnesses the creative
abilities of the masses. Some time ago. |
made reference to the 'Yugoslav pattern’ (in
a positive light). We consider it socialist ex-
perimentation—where democracy has to
be enhanced in the political process.
Through workers' sel-management. de-
mocratic participation is aliowed in a social-
ist set-up.

Yugoslav pattern

Our objective is to sllow. to a great ex-
tent. people’'s democracy in a socialist sys-
tem. We do not consider the ‘Yugosiav pat-
tern’ to be our model. We will work out our
own pattern in the future. Let's look, for a
moment, at another thing Yugosiavia has
sought to do. It tried to create 8 ‘third force’
during Nehru's time, In cooperation with
him: that was the origin of the non-aligned
movement. They have an active role In ?Dro-

gressive) struggles; at the same time. tney
take an independent stanc without aligning
themseives witn anyone. Aspects such as
these appeal 10 us: we consioer these as-
pects senousiy snd think along these lines
We are thinking of 2 pattern of sociausm
that 1s suited tO our peopie. Ou” culture. our
historica. heritage. Ve nave a speciai socia
structure anc. in fac: = our 1and tnere are
NC DT captaists. Tnere ¢ nowever g
AUAMer ous MidQae Class.

Q: One icea that has been put forward (ir
an interview you gave recentiy and pernaps
in otner statements as well) 1S that your or-
gantsation beileves tn a one-party state after
tne achievement of liperatior. That nas rass-
ed apprehensions ...

A: |1 gepends on wha: tne peopie wan:
and go for. Tney can choose freely the party
they want. Take, for exampie. india. Has not
the Congress party dominated political life
here over a iong period? not it ruie
even today? You mention tne doubts anc
SUSPICIONS Our Position nas given rise to. M_y
impression is that they are created mainiy
by those who want to become leaders with-
out fighting! What we said nas made a spe-
cial impact on the minds of those who have
stood aioof from tne struggle. but nurse higr
leadersnip ambitions.

Look at tne entire range of socialist coun-
tries. What prevails there? Is it not one party
which. having worked for the revolutign gnd
having been approved by tne ple.
wields power? Look at Cuba. the Soviet
Union. every sociglist country ... By the way.
| consider this in the nature of a necessary
examination. Journalists can be regarded as
the examiners of politicians. You represent
the public and mediate between us and the
peopie. What we are abie to convey to you
with effort and precision, as in an examina-
tion. reaches the peopie. But, in truth, you
are the danger for us (laughter)!
“Ruthliessness”

Q: Let me ask you a frank question. There
are several external perceptions of what
you stand for. Many people see you as a dis-
ciplined. capable leader who is able to sum-
mon the spirit of sacrifice from his ranks. On
the other hand. they call attention to your
“ruthlessness”. For exampie. a recent des:
patch from Colombo published in the New
York Times: "To the world's roster of
guerilia leaders whose strategic brilliance is
matched by their ruthiessness, people here
say they have added a new name ... Velupil
lai Prabakaran.” The implication is that your
actions lack a humanistic or broad democra-
tic content. How would you respond to this
criticism?

A: To be frank, military discipline is ruth-
less intrinsically. In any country. military dis-
cipline has special attributes. Whether it is a
‘communist’ or ‘democratic’ country, the re-
gulations and rules for an army are of a na-
ture apart. Look at any military activity: the
objective of victory is valued more than the
consequences. Vi matters most in milit-
ary effairs! On the other hand. we are authen-
tic fighters for the peopie. Qur critics point
only to our ruthlessness towards the enemy.
But can we afford to be peaceable in our
ways in the face of a ruthless enemy? We
certainly cannot, that's the truth. But you
know we maintain high standards of discip-
line and morality in our practice.

When you have a school with a stan-
dard of discipline and a principal who be-
lieves in this. the students acquire a good
education and do well in life. You see this
everywhere: there are certain schools which
are rated as "good” because the teachers
and. most important. the principal stand for
discipline. You will find that batches and ba-
tches of students who studied under such a
principal do well later on. The same prin-
ciple applies to our activity. That is why we
lay such stress on stern discipline. Ruthies-
sness in our organisation is manifested in
the battlefield. .




" @: Could you give us some examples of
this discipline?

A: What is this discipline? Consider this in
relation to anti-people, anti-social activities.
When we keep a person in our organisation.
he is by definition one who fights for the
people. If he induiges in action inimical to
the interests of the people or in anti-social
activities and we support it or put up with it,
then be sure that this struggle will lose its
way and will be pushed in a quite different
direction. Instead of standing out as a figh-
ter for the people, he turns into the people’s
enemy. Consider also this aspect—the sta-
tus of those under arms in society. Those
who bear arms acquire and wield an ex-
treme measure of power. We believe that if
this power is abused, it will inevitably lead
to dictatorship. That is why we keep our mili-
tary organisation in such a strict state of dis-
cipline. But please note that we exercige our
ruthlessness against the ruthless guys. Other-
wise, we cannot win.

Q: But there have been instances of in-
nocent Sinhala civilians killed by your crgani-
sation. The Anuradhapura massacre ...

A: We have denied responsibility for that
and we have condemned that.

Special edge
Q: It has been reported that all your

fighters carry cyanide capsules strung
round their necks. Is this an exaggeration?

A: Yes, we have adopted this measure
from the very start. As a conseguence,
many comrades have sacrificed themselves.
You won't find people from our movement
in jail—at any rate. not more than you can
count on your fingers .. perhaps two or
three pereons. but even then not those in-
volved in the inner circle of our activity. That
is to say :ur fighters, through laying down
their iives, Jrotect our sympathisers and con-
tacts and the people who give us support
and assistance.. Otherwise, the great mass
of the people who support us and their famii-
ies would be herded into jail. But that is not
the only reason for this practice.

It i3 this cyanide which has heiped us de-
velop our movernent very rapidly. Carrying
cyanide on one's person is a symbolic ex-
pression of our commitment. our determina-
tion. our courage. For example. Kittu. our
Jaffna area commander, nas stated in an inter-
view: “as long as we have this cyanide
round our neck, we have no need to fear
any force on earth!” In reality, this gives our
fighters an extra measure of belief in the
cause. a speciai edge: it has instlied in us a
determination to sacrifice our iives and our
everything for the cause. While attacking.
our fighters don't count therr nves. They wili
advance nonchalantly througn an artiliery at-
tack or a hail of buliets.

Q: One final question. Couid you give us
an idea f your personal rerces in re-
volutionary struggles or iiteration move-
ments or .n any spnhere of lfe... peopie
and exgerences that nave ‘nspired you?
And perhaos thereby Give us some insignt
into your own poiitical evoiution rom tne
time you were a scnooiboy?

A: From my boynood. ine strugge ‘rat at-
tracted me most was tre .naian fresgom
struggie. The role of Netay attracted ~e
very much. | was crougnt up -~ an envron-
ment of stict disctonne from c~.anoogs.
was not permitted 1O mingie freety with cut-
siders. | used to feel sny of gins. Creat store
was laid by personal rectituce and isC:o-
line. My fatner set an examo.e (rrcugn s
own personat conduct: He woud not even
chew Detel ieaves. | modeied my conduct
on nis ... 12 was a government cfficer. 3
district ianc officer. A very straigntforward
man. Peopie say n Cur area: When nhe
waikg, ne Joes not hurt even ne (rass
under nis feet. but hs son 's so...." —ven
while criticising me. they manvei at the fact
that such a son was porn (0 such a father!:
He was strict. yes. tut aiso soft and cer sua-

sive. In my own case, he reasoned rizher
than regimented and his attitude was that of
a friend..... he would give me certain
pieces of aovice and discuss things with me.
As | said. | grew up as a shy boy..... especi-
ally in the matter of mingling with giris.

The life ot Subhas Chandra Bose attract-
ed me specially. Even as a boy. | would
delve into Gandhiji's books on experiments
with truth. on celibacy and so on. Subhas at-
tracted me particularly since even as a boy
he went in search of spiritualism and., finding
the life of a recluse dissatisfying. returned
iaughs). Yet repeatedly he retreated into
spiritualism..... during moments of great
difficuity and crisis. ? followed this history
and these stories with fascination. He be-
came my speclal hero and some of his ora-
tions gripped me. For example: I shall fight
for the freedom of my land until | shed my
last drop of blood.” These words used to
thrill ime whenever trey came to me. Then
the story of Bhagat Singh fascinated me.

In other words. the biographies and histo-
ries of those who hit back at the perpetra-
tors of injustice, those who counterattacked
(the unjust foé) were my special favourite.
Bacausa in our land. the Sinhalese behaved
so cruelly towards us.... we would hear
stories about this and read about these
cruel acts in books ana newspapers.....
Later | read about this particular episode

that took place during the 1958 attacks on |

Tamils..... they broke into a temple at Pana-
dura, found a Brahmin priest sleeping, tied

him to his cot, poured petrol over him and"

burnt him alive. Ours was a god-feari
society and the people were religious-miv::?
ed. The widespread feeling was: when a pri-
est like him was burnt alive, why did we not
have the capability *o hit back? That was
ore atrocity that made people think deeply.
In another episode, they threw a child into a
drum of boiling tar. This left a very deep im-
print on my mind and in the minds of those
around me. If such innocent lives could be
destroyed. why cou. e not strike back?

in such moments, these heroic examples
ard models from the Indian freedom strug-
gle came to me. Magazines retold these stc-
rie's on special occasions such as india’s In-
dependence Day celebrations..... this prac-
tice continues. Consider another 2xample.
Tiruppur Kumaran-—in his ahimsa there
was a steely determination. if | was attracted
oy the experience ¢f armed struggle against
imustice, | was drawn by the moral force of
atimsa as well. | was inspired by examples
of grit and determisation. | began to think
along these lines early in life. ... why cant
we foillow their exarmnpie? why can't we start
an armed struggle?

| used !o read books on the rse of
Napoleon and his exploits..... this wind of
~istory held speciai agpeal..... :n the Mana-
otarata, the roles ¢f Bhima and Karna were
specially attractive to me.... the spint of
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sacrifice appeared crucial. Peopie respond
tC cnaraciers in ine Mahaoharata N various
~ays. | vaiue tne character and role cf
<.arna tne most. on account of his reaginess
'c make ‘the uitimate sacrifice... . read
some of Vivekanandas sayings 3na the
J[5e grew ‘N me 10 work owards a strong

youtn ‘orce. | omnged o tmis cine of
~iNking..... At wnat age? Trese ‘eenngs
ang deas £egan N lIKe 5Tase when : was
‘v approximately.  used 1o hsien o Lthe re-
iGous discourses of Kripananda
Varnar.... ! usec 0 Zo O ai ‘nese
events..... those  connected i reng
ca.L. ~ouid go ana cpsenve HOLLC3
Teetngs...attend aramatic serform.
ances..... ‘A my gace tnev osed 0 2nact

o'ays on Socrates and so on

So quite early on, we absorbed ail these
influences and the ‘eeling grew in us that we:
m st do somethinn! Looking at our histori-
cal background. we had to take up arms to
fight for our rights. The lesson was that ihey
could do all this because we were defence-
less and disarmed. Why shouid we remain
s0? We shouid take up violence to counter
and overthrow their violence..Only after
that did | engage in this movement.

Q: The imgression among outsiders who
have observed the development of the LTTE
i that you—as its leader—have only re-
cently begun to take a deeper or more de-
tailed interest in politics..... whereas ~eart-
ier you used to live mainty in the reaim of mifi-
tary ideas. (You were considered sny and
did not meet people easily. which wouid
make it difficult in politics.) Now they fina
you speaking out on a number -of polticai is-
sues...

A: In reality, it has always been clear G
me that an armed struggle takes shape only
against a political background. If t had been
a man without political clarity..... I went
underground around 1973 and you know
that leading an underground life is a very dif-
ficult proposition. | have led an undercround
iire for a long time..... between 1973 and
1983, it was a very difficuit period for ue,
with the army on the rampage..... to
escape their net was very difficuit. If we
were able to go through this expersence and
are able to stand tirm tcday, then surely
will concede that we couid not have uﬁ
political innocents or carried on wit1out a
politicat tackground!

But one thing is true. despite this colitical

background. My natural inclination makes -

me iay less emphasis on words. in sefious
politics. it won't do to concentrate cn talk-
invg; you must grow through action and then
taik! You would have observed that oniy as
we grew in our activities in the field did we
come up to a position of meeting various
people and expiaining our ideas—oniy
then did our words carry some value.
Words must be matcned and indeed pre-
ceded by content. This is crucial for our re-
lations with our people. If people respect
our fighters more, it is because of this extra
discipiine. Certain exemplary personal at
tributes, a certain personal rectitude——that
is why our people are attracted tc LTTE
fahters VWhen you speax of a poitcal out:
ok, people will respect you only if - cu
prove yourself in action. Action gives your
grogramme a poktical content. ‘WNeen we
say durning this period. “they will use the
army to attack us we will resist and coun-
tarattack  and we will protect  you'.
well..... only when we actually do t 1o we
establish our poltical credibiirty and role

That is why we have given due attent:2n

to muirary affairs in our organisation. You
know the character of our struggle. In a s:itua-
tion wnere the Sri Lankan state feeds tS
army on racism and chauvirism anac.
through that army and hrough forced coloni-
sation. tries o dispiace and subjugate us.
only a political orgamisation with ritary
strength s capable of effective resistance.
Look ail around the worid..... any rea
struggle has had a military backgrouna.
Zven ¥ (ne ind:an freegom struggle was con-
Jucted on the basis of anmmsa. Netaji's ina-
an Mational Army had a spec:al place.. .
nere i defnitely a place today n Indian ~e-
‘ory 1or Suohas' His was an acton-orentad
Soutical aperoacn.

And take he Indian state todav if ingia s
able *2 stard up i the comity of ~atons. 1t
s~ r smai measure due te the strength of
me ‘rdian armed ‘orces Clse. the Chise
WOUIC Dring therr frontiers up 1o Dein

THE HINDU: Thank you. Mr Pracaxarzn
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